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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0712/2008 by Pier Luigi Bucchi (Italian), on behalf of ‘Comitato 
Spontaneo di Cittadini “Per Lo Scalo Passageri di Porto Corsini”’, on altering the 
nature reserve status of Pineta Staggioni in Porto Corsini and Marina Romea, Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains on behalf of a committee of concerned citizens about the planned 
alteration of the protected status of a nature reserve (Pineta Staggioni) in Porto Corsini and 
Marina Romea, near Ravenna in Italy. The petitioner states that such a change would conflict 
with the relevant European legislation. He refers to the Habitats Directive and the fact that 
Pineta Staggioni is a Natura 2000 area.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 February 2009.

‘The petition

The petitioner complains on behalf of a committee of citizens concerned about the planned 
withdrawal of the protected status of nature reserve from Pineta Staggioni. The petitioner states 
that this is linked to plans to build new roads through the site or to encroach upon it. 

The petitioner mentions an agreement between the municipal and harbour authorities, which 
inter alia refers to the proposal to enlarge "via Guizzetti" and to the intention to remove the 
Nature Reserve status from some areas of the Pineta Staggioni. According to the agreement, the 
removal of the status of Nature Reserve, and the possible transfer of certain properties to the 
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Municipality of Ravenna, is proposed in exchange for areas of the municipality with natural 
features equivalent to those of the adjoining areas of the reserve. The petitioner expresses 
opposition to the planned expansion of the road network at "via Guizzetti" saying that it is not 
justified within the upgrading of the Porto Corsini area and expresses opposition to the removal 
of the protected status of Nature Reserve. Pineta Staggioni is also a Site of Comminity 
Importance under Directive 92/43/EEC, Habitats Directive1, and the petitioner claims that the 
above plans would breach the Habitats Directive.

The Commission’s comments on the petition

The possible removal of the Nature Reserve status for Pineta Staggioni would not have any 
relevance for the implementation of Community law, as it would not affect the designation of 
site IT4070005 "Pineta di Casalborsetti, Pineta Staggioni, Duna di Porto Corsini" as a Site of 
Community Importance under Council Directive 92/43/CEE. It has to be noted that so far the 
Commission has not received any request to change the designation of this site under the 
above mentioned Directive. According to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, any plan or 
project that is likely to have a significant negative effect on a Site of Community Importance, 
either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, must be subject to an 
appropriate assessment of its implications for the site, in view of the site's conservation 
objectives. The above provisions also continue to apply in the event of the (national) status of 
Nature Reserve for this site being removed.

Conclusions

No breach of EC law can be identified in this case.’

                                               
1 OJ L 206, 22.7.1992
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