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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0799/2008 by Dimitrios Kiriakopoulos (Greek) and one co-signatory on 
failure to comply with the provisions of Council Directive 1919/31/EC on the 
landfill of waste in connection with a landfill site in the Thessaloniki district of 
Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner points out that a landfill site at Mavrorachi in the Thessaloniki district where it 
is intended to dump waste from hospitals, inter alia, is about to be brought into operation and 
he stresses that setting up the landfill site concerned is blatantly contrary to applicable EU 
legislation and, in particular, Council Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste. Referring 
to the provisions of Articles 6 and 8 of the Directive and its first eight recitals, he asks the 
European Parliament to intervene with a view to ensuring that the responsible Greek 
authorities comply with EU environmental legislation. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 24 October 2008. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4) of the Rules of Procedure.

3. Commission reply, received on 20 February 2009.

It should be noted that the petitioners have already contacted the Commission about the same 
matter.
According to the information available, the operational testing period for the landfill site 
began on 7 June 2008 for a period of 5 months. This testing period began after the completion 
of the work on two landfill cells and the corresponding infrastructure work (waterproofing, 
leachate and biogas collection system, site access road). During the testing period the staff 
received training. The only project that had not yet been completed was the leachate treatment 
unit, which was due to be completed by the end of 2008.
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As regards the petitioners’ first grievance, the work scheduled by the management plan does 
not affect the operation of the landfill site. On the one hand, the completion of the network of 
transhipment stations affects the way in which the waste is transported. On the other hand, the 
construction of centres for sorting recycled materials and mechanical and biological treatment 
units is governed by the requirement in Article 5(1) and (2) of Directive 1999/31/EC 
(Greece’s deadline is July 2010).

As regards the petitioners’ second grievance, the application of Article 6(a) of Directive 
1999/31/EC is linked to the definition of the word ‘treatment’. According to Article 2(h) of 
the same Directive, treatment means ‘the physical, thermal, chemical or biological processes, 
including sorting, that change the characteristics of the waste in order to reduce its volume or
hazardous nature, facilitate its handling or enhance recovery’. It is important to take account 
of the possibility of sorting at source and recycling, but also the fact that the waste that arrives 
at the landfill site is compressed.
As regards the petitioners’ third grievance, the environmental terms governing the 
construction and operation of the landfill were approved by Interministerial Decision (ΚΥΑ) 
82174/21.3.2002, as amended by Interministerial Decision (KYA) 104927/9.6.2008. The 
waste elimination authorisation will be granted following a site inspection by the competent 
authority, which will have to verify whether the conditions that were laid down have been 
met, including the operation of the leachate treatment unit.
These conclusions were also sent to the petitioners in a letter dated 1 August 2008, as part of 
the correspondence between them and the Commission’s services. The petitioners were 
invited to put forward their comments and provide detailed, concrete evident of an offence. 
The petitioners have not yet replied to that letter, however.

Conclusion
On the basis of the information available, it is not possible to confirm any infringement of 
Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste.
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