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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1225/2007 by Henrik Ladefoged (Danish), concerning the non-
recognition by the British authorities of a driving licence issued in Denmark

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner protests at the refusal of the British authorities to recognise his Danish driving 
licence. He indicates that, having passed his driving test in the USA, he was issued with an 
American driving licence and that, on his return to Denmark in 1991, he exchanged it for a 
Danish driving licence, in accordance with the relevant legislation. The petitioner, who is 
currently resident in the United Kingdom, was informed by officers carrying out a speed 
control that his licence was invalid. Referring to the current directive on driving licences 
(Directive 91/439/EEC), and the proposed third directive on driving licences, the petitioner is 
seeking action by the European Parliament to ensure compliance by the British authorities 
with the relevant EU legislation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 16 April 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

Referring to the current directive on driving licences1, and the proposed third directive on 
driving licences, the petitioner is seeking action by the European Parliament to ensure 
compliance by the British authorities with the relevant EU legislation.

The case is similar to the one of the Written Question n° E-6188/07 by Kathy Sinnott. A 
driving licence issued by a Member State in exchange of a third country licence gives the 
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right to drive in the EU only as long as the holder is a resident of the issuing country.  This is 
prescribed by Article 8(6) of Directive 91/439/EEC1 on driving licences and the rule has been 
confirmed in Article 11(6) of the 3rd Driving Licence Directive 2006/126/EC12.

Member States are advised to inform applicants that the driving licence issued in exchange of 
a licence of a third country will only remain valid as long as the holder keeps his normal 
residence in that Member State.

In any case the petitioner cannot claim a right to drive in the United Kingdom with a Danish 
driving licence issued to him in exchange of his American driving licence.

In conclusion, the British authorities acted in line with the European law.

                                               
1 Directive 91/439/EEC Council Directive 91/439/EEC of 29 July 1991 on driving licences, 
OJ L 237, 24.8.1991, p. 1–24
2 Directive 2006/126/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 December 2006 on 
driving licences (Recast) (Text with EEA relevance), OJ L 403, 30.12.2006, p. 18–60 


