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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0554/2008 by Werner Kalnins (German), on behalf of the German 
Association for Haemophilia and Bleeding Disorders on Hepatitis C viral 
infections from blood preparations1. Summary of petition

The petitioner indicates that, in the 1970s and 1980s, over 4000 haemophiliacs in East and 
West Germany were infected with the hepatitis C virus (HCV) through blood preparations 
which, despite international recommendations, were produced without using methods to 
remove or render inactive pathogenic agents, in particular the hepatitis virus. At least 1000 of
the infected transfusion patients have in the meantime died as a result and the 3000 remaining 
patients infected with HCV have not received compensation. The petitioner indicates that 
other EU Member States, including the United Kingdom, Ireland Spain, Sweden and 
Hungary, and third countries, such as Canada and Japan, have compensated those affected, 
while the German Government has still not responded to the above Association’s request for 
haemophiliacs infected with HCV to be given the same moral and financial support as those 
infected with HIV. The petitioner is accordingly seeking a European Parliament inquiry into 
infected blood preparations and measures to ensure proper compensation throughout Europe 
for those infected with HCV.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 2 October 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

Although the Commission fully shares the concerns of the petitioner, it is not in a position to 
intervene in internal Member States' jurisdictional procedures.

The Community legal framework concerning standards of quality and safety of human blood 
and blood components was adopted between 2003 and 2005, in part as an answer to the 
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contaminations through blood transfusions that occurred in Europe in the 1970s and 1980s. 
The current legal framework establishes standards of quality and safety for the collection, 
testing, processing, storage and distribution of human blood and blood components.

Under the Treaty establishing the European Community and the Treaty on European Union, 
the European Commission has no powers to intervene in internal Member States jurisdictional 
procedures. It can only present observations to the European Court of Justice when a request 
for a preliminary ruling based on a Community law issue, has been addressed to the said 
Court by a national jurisdiction. 

Furthermore, the Commission has no general powers under the EC Treaty to harmonize the 
conditions under which compensations for liability may be granted by national jurisdictions. 

Consequently, the Commission is not able to examine the Member States obligation to 
compensate haemophiliacs infected with HCV.

The Commission will nonetheless follow up the development of the situation in the different 
EU Member States. The prevention and treatment of infectious diseases like Hepatitis C is 
considered by the Commission to be a priority and will continue to be the subject of 
Community initiatives.


