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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0658/2008 by Manfred Habermann (German), on the extension of a 
railway line through Lilienthal near Bremen 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains at plans to extend a railway line through the Bremen suburb of 
Lilienthal, for which he maintains that EU aid has been provided. He doubts whether the 
project is economically viable, and considers that the planned line will interfere with the local 
natural and built environment. As he considers that the implementation of the project would 
involve a number of infringements of EU legislation, he calls on the European Parliament to 
intervene.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 October 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

The petitioner complains about plans aiming at extending a railway line through the Bremen 
suburb of Lilienthal, for which he claims that EU aid has been provided. He doubts whether 
the project is economically viable, and considers that the planned line will interfere with the 
local natural and built environment. He considers that the implementation of the project 
would involve a number of breaches of EU legislation.

Decision making about decentralised projects 

The Managing Authority for an ERDF (European Regional Development Fund) operational 
programme is responsible for making decisions on the ERDF co-financing for individual 
projects in its respective region. The management of the Structural Funds is shared between 
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the European Commission and the Member States. In compliance with the subsidiarity 
principle, the selection of projects is decentralised (except for major projects, where a 
different procedure has to be followed). The Managing Authority is required to ensure that the
projects which are selected for ERDF co-financing comply with national and Community law.
The Commission may however intervene in cases of violation of EC legislation or in case of 
financial irregularities. At this stage the Commission cannot identify any conflict with 
Community legislation on the basis of the information available.

For the 2007-2013 programming period, the Monitoring Committee of the operational 
programmes (RCE and Convergence) for Lower Saxony decided about the selection criteria 
for project applications and the Steering Committee makes decisions about which projects are 
to be co-funded from the programme budget. In the programming period 2007-2013 the 
principle of subsidiarity in Lower Saxony goes even further: a specific amount of money is 
given to the counties and county-free cities which are responsible on their own for project 
selection and providing support. The European Commission representative participates at 
Monitoring Committee meetings but only with the status of observer. He/she does not have 
voting powers either for project selection criteria or for the actual selection of projects to be 
supported. The European Commission thus does not have the direct possibility to influence 
the programme at the level of individual projects.

The planned project

The planned project is to extend a city-railway through the Bremen suburb of Lilienthal. The 
financing for this project is provided by German federal level by 60% of the eligible costs, the 
land of Lower Saxony by 22,5% of the eligible costs and the land of Bremen and the 
municipality of Lilienthal.

The Commission contacted the Managing Authority so as to obtain further information on the 
project and on the points made by the petitioner. According to the Managing Authority, the 
total costs of the project have risen in 2008 up to 53.66 Mio.€, i.e. 12.5% relative to the 
amount calculated before. The reason for this is the increase of general costs compared to the 
year 2006, when the project was planned and calculated. At the moment the technical and 
economic aspects of the project are being assessed by experts in Lower Saxony. The result on 
whether to grant ERDF co-financing is awaited for the beginning of March 2009. According 
to the Managing Authority, the ERDF contribution for this project would, if approved, 
amount to 5.45 Mio€. The contribution would come from the operational programme for the 
Convergence region.

The European Commission is not responsible for the choice of the individual projects for the 
ERDF contribution. This is the responsibility of the programme authorities (Monitoring 
Committee, Managing Authority, NBank: the regional bank which is involved in the 
implementation of the programme). A decision on whether to grant ERDF co-financing is 
expected in the course of March 2009. The Managing Authority must ensure that this and 
other projects which are selected for ERDF co-financing fully comply with national and 
Community law.


