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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0669/2008 by Dietmar Zimmermann (German), on his treatment by 
Dutch police officers

Petition 0974/2008 by D.W. (German), on a fine for exceeding the speed limit 
in the Netherlands

1. Summary of petition 0669/2008

The petitioner complains about his treatment by Dutch police officers after he had committed 
a speeding offence. The petitioner protests about the amount of the fine. He also complains 
about being forced by the police officers to drive to a bank to withdraw cash to pay the fine 
because they did not take credit cards. He also protests at the discriminatory treatment of 
foreigners who, he maintains, do not have the opportunity of appealing against a fine but 
immediately have to pay in cash. He considers that this conflicts with the equality principle 
and thus with EU law.

Summary of petition 0974/2008

The petitioner has been informed by the Dutch authorities that he is required to pay a fine for 
exceeding the speed limit in the Netherlands. He protests about the approach adopted by the 
Dutch authorities. He considers that, if fines can be collected throughout the EU, the amounts 
of the fines should also be harmonised. What is regarded in one Member State as a minor 
offence can be regarded in another as being of intermediate seriousness. If the petitioner does 
not pay on time, his fine will be increased to a level at which, the petitioner suspects, the 
Netherlands will be able to classify the original offence as being of intermediate seriousness 
so that it can apply more rigorous legal measures. The petitioner considers that discrepancies 
exist in treatment within the EU and that Germany would not act in the same way in similar 
circumstances.

2. Admissibility
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Petition 0669/2008 declared admissible on 20 October 2008.
Petition 0974/2008 declared admissible on 28 November 2008
Information requested from Commission under Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

Neither the definition, nor the sanctions for road traffic offences have for the time being been 
harmonised in the European Union. Therefore these questions are essentially dealt with under 
the different national legal orders.  This may result in the setting of different levels of fines in 
the Member States.  There is no European rule imposing uniform treatment of road traffic 
offences in all the Member States. The enforcement of fines imposed by authorities of other 
Member States is governed by framework decision 2005/214/JHA of 24 February 2005 on the 
application of the principle of mutual recognition to financial penalties imposed by judicial or 
administrative authorities for the purpose of facilitating enforcement of such penalties in a 
Member State other than the one in which the penalties were imposed.

This matter is also dealt with in the proposal for a directive facilitating cross-border 
enforcement in the field of road safety presented by the European Commission on 19 March 
2008 and formally still under discussion. No consensus has so far been found on this proposal 
in the Council. The proposal aims to improve road safety in the European Union and, to that 
end, it provides for the cross-border enforcement of sanctions for four road traffic offences 
committed with vehicles registered in Member States other than the State of the offence 
(speeding, drink-driving, not using a seat belt and failing to stop at a red traffic light).


