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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0783/2008 by Mr James Harris (British) on improper flooding defences 
measures for South Monmouthshire (South Wales)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner criticizes the Welsh Environmental Agency for its choice of the flood defence 
to be set from Nash (Newport City) to Chepstow (Monmouthshire), also known as Caldicot 
area. The petitioner argues that as a result of the option selected by the Welsh authorities, 
lower quality defence would have been built, therefore exposing the citizens of Caldicot to 
flooding. The petitioner maintains that the citizens would not have been consulted over the 
flood risk management options and holds the Welsh authorities responsible for the 
devaluation of properties in the area and higher insurance rates.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 October 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

‘The Petition

The petitioner criticizes the Environmental Agency1 for changing its planning and priorities 
on flood defence in the area between Nash (Newport City) and Chepstow (Monmouthshire), 
also known as the Caldicot area. Further, citizens would not have been consulted over the 
flood risk management options, and are now facing a more serious flood risk than previously 
planned.
                                               
1 The Environment Agency established by the Environment Act 1995 is a Non-Departmental Public Body of the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), responsible for England and Wales; 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/aboutus/
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The Commission’s comments on the petition

The European Parliament and the Council adopted in 2007 the Floods Directive1, with the 
following objectives and principles:
 reducing the risk of adverse consequences, especially for human health and life, the
environment, cultural heritage, economic activity and infrastructure associated with floods; 
 obliging Member States to prepare flood maps by 22.12.2013, and flood risk 
management plans (including the measures and their prioritisation) by 22.12.2015;
– providing for information and consultation of the public in the development and 
review of flood risk management plans, encouraging active involvement of interested 
parties.Transposition into national legislation is required by 26.11.2009.

Conclusions

Given that the deadlines for the obligations under EU legislation have not yet expired, there is 
no legal basis for the Commission to intervene. Consequently, at this point in time, the 
petitioners would have to make direct contact with the responsible authorities (Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs – DEFRA, Environment Agency).’

                                               
1  Directive 2007/60/EC of 23 October 2007 on the assessment and management of flood risks, OJ L288 of 
6.11.2007


