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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0894/2008 by Sebastián Losada Figueiras (Spanish), on behalf of 
'Greenpeace Spain', on the permission granted by the Spanish authorities to 
fish for bluefin tuna below the minimum size

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner points out that in both 2007 and 2008 the Spanish fishing authorities granted 
permission for longline fishing in the Mediterranean for bluefin tuna below the minimum size 
established in Council Regulation (EC) No 1559/2007 establishing a multi-annual recovery 
plan for bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. In this context, the petitioner 
refers specifically to Article 7 (minimum size) and Article 9 (by-catch) of the Regulation and 
emphasises that the threat facing bluefin tuna stocks is so serious that it will only be possible 
to restore them if governments ensure compliance with the rules in force. On behalf of 
Greenpeace, he therefore calls on the European Parliament to take action to put an end to the 
infringement of EU legislation by the Spanish authorities.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 November 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

The petition

According to the petitioner acting on behalf of 'Greenpeace Spain', the Spanish fishing 
authorities granted permission for longline fishing in the Mediterranean for bluefin tuna 
below the minimum size established in Council Regulation (EC) No 1559/2007 establishing a 
multi-annual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. In this 
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context, the petitioner refers specifically to Article 7 (minimum size) of the Regulation and 
emphasises that the threat facing bluefin tuna stocks is so serious that it will only be possible 
to restore them if governments ensure compliance with the rules in force. On behalf of 
Greenpeace, he therefore calls on the European Parliament to take action to put an end to the 
infringement of EU legislation by the Spanish authorities.

The Commission's comments on the petition

The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) adopted in 
2006 Recommendation 06-05 establishing a multi-annual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the 
Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. This Recommendation, which entered into force on 13 
June 2007, was transposed into Community law on a temporary basis by way of Council 
Regulation (EC) N° 643/2007 which entered into force on 13 June 2007 and, on a permanent 
basis, by way of Council Regulation (EC) N° 1559/2007, which entered into force on 22 
December 2007 and applies from 1 January 2008.

As it is rightly stated by the petitioner, the above mentioned Recommendation established in 
its paragraph 19 that "Contracting Parties shall take the necessary measures to prohibit 
catching, retaining on board, transhipping, transferring, landing, transporting, storing, selling, 
displaying or offering for sale bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus thynnus) weighing less than 30 
kg". Paragraph 20 of the same Recommendation established a derogation to paragraph 19 and 
fixed a minimum size for bluefin tuna of 8 kg applying to "bluefin tuna caught by baitboats, 
trolling boats and pelagic trawlers in the eastern Atlantic" if authorised in accordance with the 
procedures set out in Annex I of the same Recommendation, and to "bluefin tuna caught in 
the Adriatic Sea for farming purposes".

Article 7 of Council Regulation (EC) N° 1559/2007 establishes the same provisions as those 
in the ICCAT Recommendation. In its paragraph 1, Article 7 reads: "The minimum size for 
bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and in the Mediterranean Sea shall be 30 kg or 115 cm". 
Paragraph 2 of the same Article establishes a derogation to paragraph 1 and allows a 
minimum size for bluefin tuna of 8 kg or 75 cm applying to "bluefin tuna caught in the 
Eastern Atlantic by baitboats, trolling boats and pelagic trawlers" and to "bluefin tuna caught 
in the Adriatic Sea for farming purposes".

The Commission became aware of the Spanish order ARM/1244/2008 and of declarations 
made by officials of the Spanish administration in May 2008, according to which the ICCAT 
recommendation allowed to catch 2% of bluefin tuna less than 30 kg by the artisanal fleet also 
in the Mediterranean. 

In May 2008, the relevant Commission services wrote to the Spanish administration 
requesting a rectification from the Spanish authorities and clearly stating that the derogations 
to the minimum size did not apply to the whole artisanal fleet but only to the baitboats, 
trolling boats and pelagic trawlers fishing in the Eastern Atlantic and to the bluefin tuna 
caught in the Adriatic for farming purposes, and that therefore, derogations to the minimum 
size in the Mediterranean were not allowed. 

The services of the Commission have been closely following compliance by Member States 
with all requirements and conditions established by Council Regulation (EC) N° 1559/2007 
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during the 2008 campaign. Some inspection missions are still under way in order to assess 
compliance by Member States with the recovery plan for bluefin tuna as a whole in 2008 and 
to allow the Commission to take a decision on the action needed in those cases where 
shortcomings discovered in each Member State concerning the implementation of the 
recovery plan as a whole.

Moreover, it should be noted that ICCAT reviewed the 2006 recovery plan for bluefin tuna at
its last annual meeting held in Marrakech (Morocco) from 17 to 24 November 2008. As a 
result, Recommendation 08-05 (proposed by the European Community in cooperation with 
other Contracting Parties) amending the recommendation by ICCAT to establish a 
multiannual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean has been 
adopted. This Recommendation includes, in its paragraph 28, a derogation to the minimum 
size of 30 kg not only for bluefin tuna caught by bait boats and trolling boats in the Eastern 
Atlantic and for bluefin tuna caught in the Adriatic sea for farming purposes, but also for 
bluefin tuna caught in the Mediterranean Sea by the coastal artisanal fishery for fresh fish by 
baitboats, longliners and handliners. 

Conclusion

The Commission agrees with the petitioner that the bluefin tuna stock in the Eastern Atlantic 
and the Mediterranean is seriously threatened and that its recovery will not be possible if 
Member States do not comply with existing rules.  Bearing this in mind, the Commission will 
be deciding on any action to be taken after the assessment of the implementation of the 
recovery plan for bluefin tuna as a whole during the 2008 fishing campaign. Furthermore, the 
Commission continues to ensure that all the measures designed to protect bluefin tuna are 
fully and correctly implemented by Member States.


