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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0956/2008 by Maria Sulkowska-Kneier (Polish), on the mass deaths of 
bees

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to the dramatic die-off of bees in Germany and certain other EU Member 
States.  She maintains that the cause of this phenomenon is the widespread use of pesticides 
containing the active agent clothianidin, which is marketed by the Bayer chemicals company, 
among others, under the name of Poncho.  This agent is used as a plant protection product to 
treat maize seeds, and the petitioner therefore demands that the product authorisation be 
revoked before this catastrophe spreads any further.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 November 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

In response to the petition, it should be highlighted that the Commission is aware of the 
reports made in several Member States concerning recent significant losses in bee colonies. It 
is for this reason that in February 2008, the Commission requested the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) to study the mortality in bees and their causes in the EU. In response, 
EFSA requested information from Member States on their surveillance programmes, 
estimates of their bee populations for 2006-2007, and literature relating to colony collapse, 
weakening or mortality in bees. The information received was collated in the report "Bee 
Mortality and Bee Surveillance in Europe", which was published on 11 August 2008 and can 
be found at the following page of EFSA's website: http://www.efsa.eu.int/EFSA/efsa_locale-
1178620753812_1211902044641.htm

As a follow up to this work, EFSA intends to carry out a project, in line with article 36 of 
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Regulation (EC) No 178/20021, to analyse the information received from the Member States. 
This research is expected to provide the Commission with a clearer picture of the possible 
causes of bee colony collapse and could provide the basis for further action in this area. 

The petitioner also refers to the possible interaction with plant protection products. It is 
known that accidental releases of plant protection products from seed treatment facilities have 
occurred in the past. Also, an incident has been recently reported in Southern Germany, where 
a cloud of insecticide has been generated due to the insufficient quality of the coating of 
seeds, possibly in combination with the use of inadequate pneumatic machinery. These cases 
seem therefore very isolated and until today, in the framework of the individual assessments, 
no conclusive link could be identified between these substances, if correctly used, and the 
problem of bee mortality, which seems to be of a more general nature.

The marketing of plant protection products is regulated through Directive 91/414/EEC of 15 
July 1991 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market2. Any decision as 
regards the acceptability of the active substance is based on a risk assessment carried out by 
one of the Member State's authorities, followed by a peer review organised by the European 
Food Safety Authority (EFSA). This assessment is very detailed and includes a thorough 
evaluation of the risks (lethal and sublethal) to bees and their colonies. To date, the data 
requirements imposed on the applicants interested to have their substances approved are even 
being reinforced. 

Furthermore, in the context of the negotiations on the new Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on placing plant protection products on the market, which is 
close to formal adoption, the Commission has agreed, when revising the data requirements for 
active substances and plant protection products, to pay particular attention to study protocols 
allowing a risk assessment which takes into account the real exposure of bees to these 
products, in particular through nectar and pollen.

                                               
1 OJ L 31, 1.2.2002, p. 1
2 OJ L 230, 19.8.1991


