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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0977/2008 by Christos Vlachopoulos  (Greek), bearing 6 signatures, on 
the new rail link between Athens and Patras. 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, a member of the coordinating committee set up by local residents, indicates 
that the new rail link between Athens and Patras, which is receiving financing from the 
Cohesion Fund, is being routed directly through the municipality of Diakopto in the 
prefecture of Akhaia in the northern Peloponnese. He expresses concern that the projected 
route will undermine social cohesion and increase the risk of accidents. He takes the view that 
the environmental impact of the project and its effects on the local economy and community 
have not been examined in sufficient depth and is accordingly seeking an inquiry by the 
European Parliament.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 1 December 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

The petitioner, who is a member of the coordinating committee set up by local residents of the 
municipality of Diakoptó, refers to the new railway line under construction from Athens to 
Patras, which is receiving financial aid from the Cohesion Fund, and which will go directly 
through the municipality of Diakoptó in the Prefecture of Achaea in the northern 
Peloponnese. The petitioner also states that the route planned for the railway line will lead to a 
division of the village’s social cohesion and increase the risk of accidents. He takes the view 
that the environmental impact of the project as well as its effects on the local economy and 
community have not been examined in sufficient depth.
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In application of the principle of subsidiarity, the implementation of Cohesion policy 
interventions is based on the partnership between the Member States and the Commission. In 
this context, it is up to the competent national authorities of a Member State to select and 
design a project, such as the construction of a new railway line, including its precise 
trajectory. 

As regards the projects which are co-financed by the Cohesion Fund, the Commission 
appraises the national applications for the co-financing of projects and concludes whether or 
not they fulfil the required conditions for Community assistance as set up in the Council 
Regulation (EC) N° 1164/94 establishing a Cohesion Fund, as subsequently modified.

In respect to the project "Construction of a new double track railway Athens (SKA) – Patras 
in the section Kiato – Rododafni", the Greek authorities submitted to the Commission an 
application for financing from the Cohesion Fund on 1 September 2004. This application 
contained the necessary information and fulfilled the applicable conditions, in particular the 
presence of approved environmental terms and conditions, as well as the presence of a cost-
benefit analysis confirming the financial viability and the socio-economic impact of the 
project. Consequently, the Commission approved a financial assistance of 240 million € from 
the Cohesion Fund to this project whose total eligible cost amounts to 480 million €, by its 
Decision C(2004) 5701 of 24 December 2004, as last amended by Decision C(2006) 5391 of 
6 November 2006.

It is up to the national authorities of the Member States to design a project including its 
precise trajectory, to ensure that an appropriate balance is found among financial, social and 
environmental considerations, and to guarantee the respect of the applicable EU regulatory 
requirements.


