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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1172/2008, by Christine Joyce Williams (British), on a maintenance 
grant for her child 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner's daughter is a very gifted child, who completed her primary schooling more 
quickly than other pupils of the same age and who at an early age had already met all the 
requirements applicable to children in compulsory education. She now wishes to enter higher 
education, and, because of the financial consequences of doing so, has applied for a 
maintenance grant. However, she has not been awarded one, because her birthday (5 
September) falls a few days after the beginning of the current academic year (2 September), 
which means that when her course begins she is officially too young to be awarded the grant. 
With reference to Directive 2000/78/EC, the petitioner claims that her daughter is a victim of 
at least indirect age discrimination, because the British authorities on the one hand recognise 
that her daughter can be admitted to a higher education establishment, but on the other hand 
prevent her from attending it by denying her a grant to cover the cost of obtaining this 
education. The petitioner requests help from the European Parliament.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 6 February 2009. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

The petition

The petitioner claims that her daughter, an "academically advanced" child, is a victim of
indirect age discrimination, because the British authorities on the one hand recognise that her 
daughter can be admitted to a higher education establishment, but on the other hand prevent
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her from attending it by denying her a grant to cover the cost of obtaining this education. The 
petitioner believes that this is a breach of Directive 2000/78/EC on grounds of age.

The Commission's comments on the petition

Directive 2000/78/EC of 27 November 2000 establishing a general framework for equal 
treatment in employment and occupation, prohibits any direct or indirect discrimination based 
on religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation. 

According to Article 3, the Directive applies to:

(a) conditions for access to employment, to self-employment or to occupation, including 
selection criteria and recruitment conditions, whatever the branch of activity and at all levels 
of the professional hierarchy, including promotion;
(b) access to all types and to all levels of vocational guidance, vocational training, advanced 
vocational training and retraining, including practical work experience;
(c) employment and working conditions, including dismissals and pay;
(d) membership of, and involvement in, an organisation of workers or employers, or any 
organisation whose members carry on a particular profession, including the benefits provided 
for by such organisations.

Following Article 3, paragraph 3:

This Directive does not apply to payments of any kind made by state schemes or similar, 
including state social security or social protection schemes.

Conclusion

Access to education as such does not fall into the scope of Directive 2000/78/EC which is 
limited to vocational training. Moreover, the Directive does not apply to payments of any kind
made by state schemes or similar, including state social security or social protection schemes.
Therefore, considering the information provided by the petitioner who is seeking education 
maintenance grants, no breach of this Directive can be established. 

The Commission would like to underline that a proposal for a new Council Directive on 
implementing the principle of equal treatment between persons irrespective of religion or 
belief, disability, age or sexual orientation will specifically encompass the area of education.  
The version proposed by the Commission prohibits differences of treatment based on age, 
unless they are justified by a legitimate aim, and the means of achieving that aim are 
appropriate and necessary. This draft Directive is now being discussed in the Council.


