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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1182/2008 by M.E. (Italian), on behalf of 'La rosa dei venti di 
Chiaiano’, on his objection to a waste disposal site in Chiaiano (Naples)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to the location of a waste disposal site in Chiaiano (Naples), arguing 
that this is economically unjustified and totally inadmissible, given that the disposal site is 
located in parkland (Parco delle Colline di Napoli) within a densely populated area. It will in 
addition constitute a major public health hazard, given the high traffic density around the 
projected site, which is to be used for the disposal of all types of unsorted refuse. He argues 
that funding for the project could be used more efficiently and effectively for the mechanical-
biological conversion of existing waste processing plant and the commissioning of the 
hitherto unused Santa Maria la Fossa disposal site.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 February 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 March 2009.

The petition

The petitioner expresses his concern over plans by the Italian authorities to locate a landfill in 
Chiaiano, arguing that the location of the site would be in a densely populated area which also 
forms part of the Parco Metropolitano Delle Colline. Moreover, the petitioner expresses his 
concern about the location of the landfill over a tufa stone quarry claiming issues of enough 
capacity for the waste hailing from the Naples region. The petitioner regrets the Decree on 
waste issued by the Berlusconi government which would allow the landfilling of untreated 
waste which would give rise to the generation of landfill gas. He proposes the use of an 
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existing landfill in Santa Maria la Fossa until the mechanical and biological treatment plants 
for waste become operational.

The Commission’s comments on the petition

The Commission would refer the petitioner to the reply given for petitions 955/2008 and 
1011/2008 concerning the same landfill.

Additionally, according to Directive 2006/12/EC1 on waste Member States shall encourage 
waste prevention and the recycling and recovery of waste. On the other hand, Member States 
have to establish an adequate network of disposal installations which must enable the 
remaining waste to be disposed of in one of the nearest appropriate installations. It is up to the 
Member States to determine the necessary disposal capacities in their waste management 
plans.

The need for additional waste management infrastructure in the Campania Region became 
evident with the outbreak of the waste crisis in 2007. The European Commission launched an 
infringement procedure against Italy with reference to the incorrect application of Directive 
2006/12/EC on waste, not least in relation to the inadequacy of the network of waste 
management installations in the region which was the source of environmental and health 
problems. In light of the continuation of the waste crisis, on 3 July 2008, the Commission 
referred Italy to the European Court of Justice. 

Conclusions

Whilst taking the above into account, the Commission acknowledges that there is no 
indication that the requirements set out by Directives 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste 
have been violated in the case at hand. Similarly, with regards to Directives 92/43/EEC and 
Directive 85/337/EEC as amended, the information made available to the Commission does 
not reveal, at this stage, any breach of these directives. Finally, it should be noted that the 
Commission is not competent for identifying which specific sites should be used as landfills, 
or for evaluating any related risks. These activities fall within the remit of the National 
Authorities.
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