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Introduction

At its meeting of 16 December 2004, the Conference of Presidents approved the 
interparliamentary delegations’ work programme for 2005. The work programme included a visit 
to Brazil by a working party from the Delegation for relations with Mercosur. The delegation 
held working meetings in Sao Paolo, Brasilia and Rio de Janeiro. The last visit by a working 
party from a European Parliament delegation had been in 2003, under the chairmanship of Mr 
Rolf Linkhor.

Situation in Brazil

With a surface area of 8 547 000 km2 and a population of 182 million, Brazil is a veritable 
subcontinent within America. Its immense wealth is paralleled by its colossal social disparities: 
1% of the population owns 53% of the wealth, while 54 million people suffer from malnutrition. 
The top 20% account for 63.8% of income, while the poorest 20% account for 2.5%. 30% of the 
population lives below the poverty line. 14.6% live in extreme poverty on less than a dollar a 
day.

Although it has the tenth largest economy in the world, Brazil is ranked only 73rd on the UN 
Development Programme’s human development index.

Violence is still a major source of concern to Brazilians as they go about their daily lives: the 
recent murder of activist Sister Dorothy Stang in the Amazon region, and the killing – seemingly 
by members of the military police – of 30 people in Rio de Janeiro are but two examples of this.

Turning to politics, the handover of power from the outgoing government of Fernando Cardoso 
to Luis Inácio da Silva (Lula), winner of the presidential election in October 2002, could not 
have been smoother. Lula won over 61% of the vote and his party set up a governing coalition 
with centre and centre-left parties. The coalition is built upon a broad base of support from many 
parties, the largest of which are the Workers’ Party (PT), the Party of the Brazilian Democratic 
Movement, the Brazilian Labour Party and the bloc made up of the Liberal and Social Liberal 
parties. The next presidential elections are to be held in 2006.

In government, Lula’s policy combines caution and continuity in macroeconomic affairs with 
decisions on social issues designed to fulfil his election promises to fight poverty and ensure a 
fairer distribution of wealth. This combination has allowed him to overcome the suspicions his 
populism had aroused in the US. Even before his inauguration, he held a very positive meeting 
with President Bush in December 2002. The US needs Brazil as part of its fight against drug 
trafficking, but has not been able to obtain the country’s unconditional support for the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA) project.

Despite the international economic situation and the crisis affecting Argentina and Uruguay, 
Brazil’s macroeconomic indicators are good overall, continuing last year’s positive pattern. GDP 
growth stood at 5.2% in 2004,compared with 0.5% in 2003. Forecasts for 2005 and 2006 put the 
figure at 3.5%. Per capita income is USD 2 588, inflation is running at just over 7%, 
unemployment stands at 12.4% (not counting casual work), and interest rates are 26.5%. The 
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balance of trade was positive at USD 33 700 million, and the balance of payments stands at 
USD 2 200 million.

The main weaknesses of Brazil’s economy are still the high interest rates (around 19.5%) and 
foreign debt, which amounts to more than 50% of GDP. 

The visit by the delegation’s working group has taken place at a time when Brazil is becoming 
increasingly involved in regional and international matters. The country is emerging as a mid-
level world power and as a leader in the Latin American subcontinent. President Lula da Silva’s 
charisma means that he is called upon to mediate in disputes between countries, for example the 
recent spat between Venezuela and Colombia. Brazil’s role in regional relations with the US, 
especially its position in the negotiations on FTAA, has doubtless helped Brazil gain prestige 
across the region.

President Lula da Silva’s involvement in the launch of the South American Community of 
Nations, on 8 December 2004, was thus more the result of a pre-planned strategy than of 
political opportunism.

Internationally, the Brazilian President is playing a key role in the reform of international 
institutions, and is very much in favour of changing the balance of power in international 
relations. In the context of UN reform, the President is pushing for his country to be made a 
permanent member of the Security Council. He also wants to see arrangements made which 
allow for emerging countries to take part in international organisations.

For President Lula da Silva, relations with the European Union are key to achieving his goal of a 
multipolar world; he is also promoting relations with China and, more recently, with Arab 
countries.

The President still enjoys broad popular support in Brazil, despite frequent complaints from his 
supporters about how slowly they think the reforms they expect and have been promised are 
materialising. The delegation’s visit coincided with a march by members of the Landless Rural 
Worker’s Movement, who had walked more than 200 km to Brasilia to demonstrate before 
President Lula da Silva. There has also been criticism in the press about the record rate of 
destruction of the Amazonian rainforest over the past year.

For all his popularity and charisma, President Lula da Silva does not have a majority in the 
Brazilian Parliament. Neither does he have the necessary parliamentary support to push his 
proposed legislation through, because even within his own party there are objections to some of 
his proposals and calls for more rapid progress to be made in some areas. Temporary 
parliamentary alliances often have to be established to push legislation through parliament.

With regard to economics, economic growth is still the government’s main objective. It will 
provide the means to attain other goals, such as combating hunger, inequality and poverty, and 
creating jobs. Important as it is, however, the government needs more than economic growth to 
achieve its goals.
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EU – Mercosur negotiations

As neither side was satisfied with proposals offered by the other, negotiations on the association 
agreement are currently at an impasse pending a political decision that will pave the way for 
improved proposals that are more acceptable to the parties, and, above all, proposals that show 
that the political will exists to break the deadlock. Both on the European side and among 
Mercosur members, opinions differ as to whether the negotiations on the association agreement 
should depend on the outcome of negotiations taking place within the WTO, or whether, on the 
contrary, action can be taken before the conclusion of WTO negotiations.

There are also differences of opinion among the members of the Brazilian government in respect 
of the negotiations with the European Union. President Lula da Silva sees them as a priority, as 
the EU is the number one investor in Brazil, but other members of the government see the EU as 
just another partner in international relations – along with the United States, the Gulf 
Cooperation Council or the Andean Community – or, like the Foreign Minister, Mr Celso 
Amorim, prefer to put multilateral negotiations within the WTO round first. Despite this, 
however, there is a high level of unity within the government, thanks, above all, to the sheer 
charisma of the President and his ability to involve members of his Cabinet in his initiatives.

In meetings held during the visit, the delegation supported the position that if the political will to 
conclude negotiations was there, that should be a sign to those involved in the negotiations that 
they should move in the same direction. It was also argued that there should be an option for the 
negotiations to be concluded independently of the outcome of the WTO round. In addition, it 
was pointed out that once the WTO round had been concluded, it would be very difficult from 
the European side for an offer to be improved, particularly in the areas covered by the common 
agricultural policy. Also, any delay would give President Lula da Silva less room to manoeuvre 
as a result of the approaching Brazilian elections.

During the meetings, several parliamentarians raised the possibility of the EU reducing its 
demands in respect of goods and services in exchange for an equivalent reduction in Mercosur’s
demands concerning agriculture. There is no doubt that if the negotiations were to fail, the image 
the EU wants to project in Latin America would be tarnished – its image is not particularly good 
at the moment. The delegation promised to meet the Trade Commissioner to inform him of the 
outcome of the meetings held in Brazil and underline the need for a political agreement to be 
reached at the highest level.

A meeting was held between the delegation and the Ambassadors of the EU Member States. The 
delegation urged the Ambassadors to explain to the different levels of society in Brazil the 
reasons behind the Community’s position in the negotiations, in particular the commitments the 
EU has made to developing countries in some agricultural sectors and the efforts the EU has 
already made via CAP reform. The Ambassadors were also asked to try and improve the EU’s 
image in certain sectors, particularly with regard to its negotiating position on agricultural 
matters, by explaining how the policy works, the importance of European farmers and the efforts 
that have already been made to reform the CAP. As a working group found during a recent visit 
to Argentina, very little is known about these matters.
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Several of those we spoke to mentioned the advantages of the fact that South American leaders 
are currently in favour of improving relations with the EU and thus establishing a counterbalance 
with existing relations with the US. The discussions also touched upon the ways in which the 
negotiations might be hampered by the forthcoming elections, especially the Brazilian elections 
in 2006. It also became clear that different members of the government had different ideas with 
regard to the priority that should be given to the negotiations.

The members of the delegation considered the different possibilities of carrying an agreement 
forward without significant improvements to the EU’s offer with regard to agriculture. The EU 
would have to reduce its demands in respect of goods and services. Another possibility would be 
to seek another form of compensation from Mercosur, for example, an improved offer with 
regard to cooperation or initiatives concerning the environment.

Several of those we spoke to mentioned President Lula da Silva’s firm commitment to regional 
integration, which is one of his strategic objectives. Advances in regional integration have made 
it possible for Brazil to buy agricultural products from Argentina, despite protests from broad 
swathes of the population, who would prefer that protectionist methods be used to help develop 
agriculture further on the domestic front. The newly elected president of Uruguay, Mr Tabaré 
Vázquez, is a strong ally of President Lula da Silva, and someone who can help him address the 
concerns felt in Argentina.

Meetings with members of the government

The delegation held working meetings with many members of the government, notably 
President Lula da Silva. He outlined his government’s key international initiatives, mentioning 
the success of the recent summit between South American and Arab countries and preparations 
for a forthcoming meeting with African partners to take place in Nigeria. With regard to relations 
with the EU, he mentioned the surplus in Brazil’s balance of trade and the fact that the EU is the 
number one investor in Brazil and the largest contributor in terms of cooperation.

Turning to the domestic situation, he spoke about the outcome of the last elections and about 
how difficult it was to respond positively to all the voters’ demands. In its two years in 
government, his party has established high economic growth of around 5%, created jobs 
(127 000 jobs were created in 2004, compared with 8 000 per month under the Cardoso 
government) and transformed Brazil’s status in the international arena. The citizens must now 
start to feel the effects of these achievements. Many are already experiencing changes involving 
guaranteed loans, agriculture or non-contributory pensions. Efforts are also being made with 
regard to infrastructure and reducing dependency on oil as an energy source.

Lastly, the President was handed a letter from President Josep Borrell Fontelles inviting him to 
address the European Parliament at a future part-session.

The Minister of State for Social Affairs, Mr Patrus Ananias, told the delegation about the
priorities of the Social Affairs Ministry, which was created when President Lula da Silva came to 
power. Social development and combating hunger are the two main focal points of its activities, 
and these are addressed via the provision of basic housing, income transfers, the establishment of 
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cooperatives, improving the quality of food and setting up restaurants for the poor. Seven million 
families receive family allowances on the condition that their children are sent to school. The 
aim is for this programme to reach 11.5 million families. Two per cent of GDP is currently spent 
on social initiatives.

The Minister welcomed international cooperation specifically aimed at addressing the problem 
of street children.

The Minister of State for Administration and Government, Mr Paulo Bernardo da Silva, 
spoke about the budgetary procedure, which includes an element of consultation in the shape of 
discussions on relations between the Government and the States. Fifty per cent of taxes go to the 
States and local councils.

He also mentioned that the healthy economic situation in Brazil has resulted in economic 
stability which, in turn, has led to increases in investment and exports. As a result, the value of 
income transfers to those most in need has increased threefold.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Celso Amorín, said that the relationship with the EU was 
a strategic one as it was doing much to help develop a multipolar world. In the same vein, he said 
that the recent summit with Arab countries had been useful and necessary, adding that it was ‘a 
summit in which they were no losers, only winners’.

He asked that European Parliament to bring pressure to bear on the European executive - which 
had recently changed with the appointment of the new Commission - to break the deadlock in the 
negotiations. He maintained that if the negotiations were successful, progress would be made in 
regional integration. He - and others - admitted, however, that the negotiations could only be 
kick-started if the political will was there. Lastly, he mentioned the need for the press to be given 
better information in order to change the tone in which the negotiations were reported on.

The delegation promised to hold a meeting in Brussels with the Commissioners responsible for 
external relations and trade.

Mention was made of the importance of relations with the United States in terms of trade. Trade 
with the US accounts for 21.5% of the total, compared with trade with the rest of Latin America, 
which accounts for 22%, and trade with the EU, which accounts for 23%. Brazil intends to 
maintain this balance as regards trade with the different areas.

The Minister also mentioned his country’s role within the region, and its involvement in world 
affairs.

The Minister for Agricultural Development, Mr Miguel Rossetto, referred to the large amount 
of land passed down via inheritance since colonial times and which has still not been subject to 
major reforms. As a result, 3% of landowners own 51% of the land. Moreover, such land is not 
subject to taxation. The government’s planned agricultural reforms include the compulsory 
purchase of large areas of unproductive land that could be put to good use in society. All 
expropriated land will be purchased, except where it is used to produce drugs, in which case it 
will be confiscated. Prior notice will be given of all compulsory purchase orders.
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Over two years, 118 000 families have received 2 000-hectare plots of land, and it is hoped that 
the pace of redistribution can be increased in future.

The Minister gave details of the situation of agriculture in Brazil. He pointed out that there were 
two aspects to it: huge, competitive farming organisations involved in exports; and small family 
farms that were not competitive and had insufficient capital. The government’s aid policy was 
aimed at the latter.

As a possible way of breaking the deadlock in the EU-Mercosur negotiations, the Minister 
suggested that agriculture be dealt with so as to take account of the situation of small farms, 
instead of treating agriculture as if it were a single, homogeneous sector.

Lastly, he mentioned the situation in the Amazon region, which accounts for 59% of Brazil’s 
territory. The State does not exercise much control over the area, where organised crime is rife.

There was also a meeting with the head of the President’s office, José Dirceu, who explained 
the different reform programmes being carried out by the government, including those 
concerning infrastructure and the tax system. However, he made no secret of the difficulties the 
centre-left coalition is currently experiencing in trying to carry out the reforms that had been 
promised during the election campaign. The main aims of these reforms are to create jobs, 
develop the electricity sector, and increase the focus on health and education policies. In 
addition, the government wants Brazil to become one of the world’s largest exporters of 
foodstuffs. With regard to the fight against poverty, Mr Dirceu mentioned the fact that seven 
million families receive a grant on the condition that their children are sent to school. The 
government also wants to double the amount of time young people spend at school.

Mr Dirceu also mentioned the need for sweeping reforms to public administration as an effective 
way of combating corruption, which is still a problem that affects administration at many levels 
in Brazil despite the government’s efforts.

He also gave details of projects involving electricity interconnection and transport networks at 
regional level, which, he said, were proof of Brazil’s key role in regional integration, and proof 
that those who accuse Brazil of having a domineering attitude are wrong.

Some members of the delegation mentioned the fact that not only is the destruction of the 
Amazonian rainforest continuing, but that 25 000 hectares had been destroyed in the previous 
year, under the government of President Lula da Silva.

Meetings with Members of Parliament

The delegation had a meeting with President of the Federal Senate, Mr Renan Calheiros, 
which members of various parliamentary committees also attended. The reasons behind the 
deadlock in the EU-Mercosur negotiations were discussed. The Brazilian Members of Parliament 
pointed out that they found it hard to accept that the EU should place restrictions on agricultural 
products that are better in terms of quality and price that those produced in Europe. They saw 
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CAP reform as a first positive step towards a balanced agreement, but the EU’s proposal still did 
not go far enough.

There was also an interesting debate on the importance of parliamentary diplomacy and the 
benefits to be gained from persuading the governments to adopt positions that better reflect the 
political will to reach an agreement, rather than getting bogged down in technical details that 
hamper progress towards an agreement between the two sides. They also mentioned that 
defusing tension between Argentina in Brazil was one of the great successes of parliamentary 
democracy.

Meetings with representatives of civil society

The delegation had three working meetings with different NGOs in Sao Paolo, Brasilia and Rio 
de Janeiro.

Civil society in Brazil is highly organised and is particularly concerned about environmental 
issues. The delegation was told about the situation in the Amazon region, which is characterised 
by violence against indigenous populations and environmental offences, which are on the 
increase. Destruction of the rainforest is continuing unabated, and much of the wood is exported 
to the EU. The civil society representatives thus expressed a wish for the EU to carry out more 
extensive checks with regard to where the wood imported into the EU comes from. They also 
mentioned a project to build a third nuclear power station, for which 30% of the financing was 
French.

In Rio, an interesting working meeting was held with several NGOs that manage different 
training programmes on economic and social rights. The meeting was attended by 
representatives of organisations whose activities in the Amazon region include programmes to 
promote family farming and socio-environmental education.

It was also important to receive information on the activities of the Institute for Labour and 
Society Studies, which sets up workshops, with the aim of shaping the right kinds of public 
policies to address issues such as combating poverty and inequality.

The activities of the ‘Viva Rio’ organisation focus mainly on personal safety, social inclusion 
and interpersonal communication. The organisation has carried out several studies of groups of 
people who are at risk as a result of violence, and has launched three broad kinds of 
programmes:

 general programmes, in which any young people may take part;
 programmes for at-risk groups, focusing on young people over the age of 15 who have 

already left school;
 rehabilitation programmes for young people who have experienced violence.

The organisation has also carried out important studies on young mothers who could also be at 
risk of violence.
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Other meetings

The delegation went to the Latin American Parliament for a working meeting with members of 
its Executive Bureau, chaired by Mr Ney Lopes, the President of the Latin American Parliament. 
During the meeting, he spoke about how it had developed since its inception in 1964, and about 
its aims for the future, including, at some stage, the election of its members by universal 
suffrage. This would be possible once the different member states had made the appropriate 
changes to their constitutions.

Another subject of discussion was the launch, in December 2004, of the South American 
Community of Nations. The Latin American Parliament will have an advisory role in deciding 
upon the future development of that Community. President Ney Lopes dismissed the suggestion 
of any rivalry between the different regional parliaments, and voiced his particular support for 
future cooperation between the Mercosur Joint Parliamentary Committee and the Andean 
Parliament.

Mr Ney Lopes also told the meeting about plans to set up a second seat for the Latin American 
Parliament in Panama, and about the guarantee that a minimum of 20% of the members of the 
Latin American Parliament had to be women. 

With regard to the legislative powers of the Latin American Parliament, details were given of 
framework laws on traditional medicine and combating terrorism.

The delegation had a working meeting with the Mercosur Joint Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) in the context of the ninth bi-regional EP-JPC meeting.

During the meeting, the two main issues of the moment in Europe, i.e. enlargement and the 
Constitution, were raised by MEPs Ján Hudacký and Monica Frassoni respectively. This gave 
Latin American colleagues the chance to hear about the major difficulties both processes are 
experiencing, but also about the fact that as the EU’s powers and the number of its Member
States are increasing, so are efforts to step up transparency and bring the organisation closer to 
the citizens.

MPs Florisvaldo Fier and Roberto Conde, on behalf of Mercosur, told the meeting about 
progress with regard to integration within Mercosur, the plans to set up a parliamentary assembly 
before 31 December 2006, and, eventually, for its members to be elected by universal suffrage.

They also mentioned the need for the integration at regional level of political parties.

Lastly, they asked for the European Parliament’s advice on setting up a secretariat and for its 
support with regard to a request for funding and cooperation that had been made to the 
Commission. They also suggested that a seminar on cooperatives in Uruguay be held during the 
delegation’s next trip to South America.

The delegation also had working meetings with the Mayor of Sao Paolo, Mr José Serra, and the 
Deputy State Governor, Mr Claudio Lembo. Discussions centred around the main problems of 
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the moment such as violence and the high crime rate, as well as different projects, such as the 
regeneration of the centre of Sao Paolo. Trade issues were also discussed, as the State of Sao 
Paolo accounts for a third of Brazil’s total exports and is home to a third of the country’s wealth. 

Visits to projects

The delegation visited several projects in Rio de Janeiro. The first, ‘Vila Benjamin Constant’, 
transforms shanty towns into working class districts by providing infrastructure and sanitation. 
This is done in a way that respects the surrounding environment and complements social 
development programmes involving training and micro-credits.

The aim of the second project, at the ‘Galpao das Artes’, is to provide occupational therapy to 
young people living in the shanty towns. The project includes music, theatre and craft 
workshops.

Conclusion

The working party’s visit coincided with a bad patch for EU-Mercosur negotiations on the 
association agreement. Negotiations are at an impasse because neither side is satisfied with what 
the other side is offering. The two sides are accusing each other of failing to show the political 
will needed to break the deadlock.

Both sides acknowledge the need to organise a meeting at the very highest political level to give 
the negotiators a clear signal that the political will to conclude negotiations is there.

During a visit to Argentina by a working party from the delegation in November 2004, it was 
clear – as was also the case in Brazil – that certain levels of government do not wish to give the 
political objectives priority over the purely technical aspects of the negotiations.

The delay in concluding the agreement, and, above all, the way the negotiations have been 
portrayed in the Argentine and Brazilian press, are tarnishing the EU’s image in South America.

That image has improved somewhat as a result of the delegation’s meetings at the highest level, 
as well as several meetings with the press. The meetings also showed that, at political level, it 
would be seen as beneficial to conclude the agreement swiftly, irrespective of progress made in 
WTO negotiations.
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Lista de Participantes

Miembros de la Delegación
Nombre Apellido Grupo 

político
País

Sr. Massimo D’ALEMA, Presidente
  Comisión de Asuntos Exteriores, Miembro
  Comisión de Pesca, Miembro

PSE Italia

Sr. Antoine DUQUESNE, Vicepresidente Segundo
  Comisión de Libertades Civiles, Justicia y Asuntos de 
Interior, Miembro

*

ALDE Bélgica

Sra Ilda FIGUEIREDO
  Comisión de Empleo y Asuntos Sociales, Vicepresidente
  Comisión de Derechos de la Mujer e Igualdad de Género, 
Miembro 
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a 
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  Comisión de Comercio Internacional, Miembro 

PSE España 

Sra Amalia SARTORI
   Comisión de Derechos de la Mujer e Igualdad de Género, 
Miembro 
   Comisión de Libertades Civiles, Justicia y Asuntos de 
Interior, Miembro

PPE-DE Italia

Sr Daniel VARELA SUANZES-CARPEGNA
  Comisión de Comercio Internacional, Vicepresidente

PPE-DE España 
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     (ponente para el acuerdo ‘Mercosur’ por esta Comisión)
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PPE-DE -  Grupo del Partido Popular Europeo (Demócrata-Cristianos) y Demócratas Europeos
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ALDE Grupo de la Alianza de los Demócratas y Liberales por Europa
Verts/ALE Grupo de los Verdes/Alianza Libre Europea 
GUE/NGL Grupo Confederal de la Izquierda Unitaria Europea/Izquierda Verde Nórdica 
IND/DEM Grupo Independencia/Democracia 
UEN Grupo Unión por la Europa de las Naciones 
NI No inscritos
Secretaría de la Delegación
Sr. Luis MARTÍNEZ-GUILLÉN Administrador principal, Jefe de la 

Secretaría

Sr. Raymond HERDIES Asistente principal

Secretarías de los Grupos Políticos
Sr Juan SALAFRANCA Consejero grupo PPE-DE

Sra Maria Odilia HENRIQUES Consejera grupo PSE

Sra Gaby KÜPPERS Consejera grupo Verts/ALE

Intérpretes
Sr. Enrique QUIJANO ES Jefe de equipo

Sra Elsa-Maria MICHAEL 

SACRISTAN
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Sr Brian CONNOR EN

Sra Annie TANGO EN

Sra Françoise JOOSTENS FR

Sra Micheline QUINTELIER FR

Sr. Fernando FERREIRA PT
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Sr. Giuseppe FORTUNATO Asistente del Presidente, Sr. 

D’ALEMA



CR\572576EN.doc 13/16 PE 358.872

EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE ‘MERCOSUR’

Visit of a working group to Brasil 

15 – 21 May 2005

Programme

Sunday 15 May Europe / Sao Paolo

from  04:30 Individual arrivals of participants at Guarulhos Int’l Airport  and transfer to the 
hotel:

‘L’ HOTEL’  
Alameda Campinas 266, Jardim Paulista
SAO PAOLO
Tel +55-11 3283.0500  / Fax +55-11 3283.0515

Monday 16 May Sao Paolo

08:30 Leave hotel

09:00 Meeting with the Latin American Parliament ‘PARLATINO’
avenida Campinas 266, Jardim Paulista

10:45/11:00 Coffee break

11:00/13:00 Meeting with the Civil society, NGOs, Unions...
Place: offices of the ‘Parlatino’

13:20/14:45 Lunch offered by H.E. Ney Lopes, President of the Latin American Parliament
Place: Restaurant ‘El Tranvía’ 

15:00 Meeting with H.E. Jose SERRA, Mayor of Sao Paolo

17:00 Meeting with H.E. Geraldo ALCKMIN, Governor of the State of Sao Paolo

20:00 Reception hosted by the Association EU-Brasil 
Place: Restaurante Parigi 

Tuesday 17 May Sao Paolo/Brasilia

07:45 Check-out and leave to Congonhas airport 

09:32 Departure of flight RG 2622 to Brasilia
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11:10 Arrival at Brasilia Int’l airport and transfer to hotel: 

Hotel MELIA
SHS Q.6 Bl.D
BRASILIA, Brasil
Tel +55 61 218 4700 // Fax +55 61 218 4703

15:30 Audience with HE Luiz Inacio LULA DA SILVA, President of the Republic
Presidencia da República, Palacio do Planalto

16:00/17:00 Meeting with H.E. Mr Tarso GENRO, Minister of State for Education

17:15/19:00 IX Bi-regional Meeting of CPC (Joint Parliamentary Commission)  of Mercosur 
and the  Delegation for Relations with Mercosur of the European Parliament
Place: Senado Federal – Ala Senador Alexandre Costa – sala 7

19:30/21:30 Reception offered by Mr Joao Gabriel FERREIRA, Acting Head of the EC 
delegation in Brasilia
Place: Clube das Nações

Wednesday 18  May Brasilia 

09:30 Meeting with HE Patrus ANANIAS, Minister of State of Social Affairs

10:30 Meeting with HE Jacques WAGNER, Chairman of the Federal Economic & Social 
Committee

11:30 Meeting with HE Paulo Bernardo DA SILVA, Minister of State of Planning & 
Governance

13:00/14:30 Luncheon offered by H.E. Senator Sergio Zambiasi, President of the Brazil section of 
the Joint Parliamentary Commission  of Mercosur
Place: Restaurant Oca da Tribo

14:45 Meeting with Mr Claudio PRADO, Coordinator General for Digital Culture Actions, 
Ministry of Culture

15:30 Meeting with H.E. Sen Renan CALHEIROS, President of the Federal Senate

16:15 Meeting with HE Luiz Paulo TELES BARRETO, Vice Minister of Justice

17:00 Meeting with members of the Congressional Committee on External Relations under 
the leadership of Senator Cristovam BUARQUE

18:00 Meeting with H.E. Ambassador Celso AMORIM, Minister of State for External 
Relations 
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20:00 Dinner at the Restaurant PORCAO

Thursday 19 May Brasilia / Rio

08:00 Working breakfast/Briefing with the EU Ambassadors posted in Brazil and the Head 
of the EU delegation
Place: Hotel Meliá Brasília

09:30 Mr D’ALEMA meeting with the Press

10:30/11:15 Meeting with HE José DIRCEU, Chef of Staff of the Presidence of the Republic 

11:15/12:00 Meeting with HE Luiz SOARES DULCI, Ministro de Estado

12:00/13:00 Meeting with Forum Nacional da Reforma Agraria

13:00/14:00 Lunch (free)

16:00/17:00 Meeting with HE Miguel ROSSETTO, Minister of State for Agrarian Developmen
t

17:30 Leave to airport

18:54/20:35 Departure on flight RG 2205 to Rio de Janeiro
arrival in Rio de Janeiro, Galeão Airport and transfer to hotel

‘Sofitel HOTEL  (TBC)
Avenida Atlântica, 4240 – Copacabana
RIO DE JANEIRO -
Tel +55-21 2525.1232 / Fax +55-21 2525.1220

Friday 20 May Rio de Janeiro 

09:30/10:30 Visit to ‘Vila Benjamin Constant’ – Bairro Praia Vermelha 

11:00/12:00 Visit to Galpão das Artes  (near the docks and the central area of the city)
programme ‘Favela Bairro’

14:30/16:00 Meeting with NGOs  
Place: ONG Viva Rio 
Rua do Russell, 76 – Glória

Saturday 21 May Rio de Janeiro / Europe

Check-out and leave for airport at different hours, according to schedules by 
European Parliament
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NB.: It is advised to be at the airport 2 hours before take off for international 
flights
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