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INTRODUCTION

When the Conference of Presidents approved the Delegation's programme for 2007, on 
14 December 2006, it included three working party visits. In a letter of 20 April 2007, the 
President of the EP, Mr Hans-Gert PÖTTERING, authorised the visit to Paraguay and 
Uruguay to take place from 1 to 8 May, instead of 10 to 15 September, so that the working 
party could attend the inaugural ceremony of the Mercosur Parliament.

PARAGUAY

Domestic situation

In the 2003 elections, the Partido Colorado, which had been in power for 56 years, once 
again emerged victorious, and Mr Nicanor DUARTE FRUTOS, was elected President, with 
38% of the vote. His campaign's main platform had been the fight against corruption.

Amongst those brought before the courts are the President of the Supreme Court of Justice, a 
case of corruption and nepotism, the former director of the Central Bank, sentenced for fraud, 
and even ex-President Luis González MACCHI, accused of money laundering, who was 
sentenced to eight years in prison in 2006, thus becoming the first-ever President of Paraguay 
sentenced. Nonetheless, impunity remains one of the most serious threats to Paraguayan 
democracy.

President Duarte's administration has succeeded in consolidating the country's democratic 
institutions and improving the economic situation. But despite mass success, the government
team is not a close knit unit, and the departure of ministers is common practice. In a country 
where there is frequent political instability, it is essential that the armed forces be controlled 
by the civil authorities, and for that reason President Duarte replaced the heads of various 
branches of the army in June 2005, and the heads of the police force in 2006.

Other Duarte government initiatives include the establishing of agreements with international 
financial institution including the FMI. The results led the President to think of changing the 
Constitution so that he would be able to stand for a second term in 2008. In the end, he 
abandoned this idea, and he will stand for the Senate.

While it can be fairly stated that Paraguay enjoys democratic rule, and press freedom, its 
democracy still suffers from certain imbalances, particularly with regard to the division of 
powers, which remain highly politicised (particularly the judiciary) to the extent that the 
Partido Colorado, in a country whose political traditions know nothing of the alternation of 
parties in power, has one and a half million members out of a total adult population of two 
million.
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In preparation for the forthcoming elections, the most recent congress of the Partido 
Colorado, adopted a Socialist-oriented political 'line', approximating to the movement led in 
Venezuela by President Hugo CHÁVEZ. This development apparently reflects the growing 
admiration felt for the Andean leader by the Paraguayan electorate.

The next presidential and parliamentary elections are scheduled for April 2008. Some 
candidates have already been announced, including Mr Fernando LUGO as far back as 
25 December 2006. Former RC bishop of San Pedro, the country's poorest region, he 
appeared on the Paraguayan political stage at the end of March 2006 as an opponent of the 
present government. His decision to stand has aroused endless criticisms and created 
problems. Firstly, the Paraguayan Constitution does not allow the clergy to stand for political 
office. Secondly, the Vatican wrote to Mr LUGO on 20 December, accusing him of 
disobedience and threatening him with sanctions, since canon law does not permit clergy to 
stand for political parties or trade unions. Mr LUGO, having resigned his ecclesiastical 
office, has now set up the 'Paraguay Posible' party. An admirer of the South-American 
Socialist Movement of Hugo CHÁVEZ and Evo MORALES, he is presenting himself as a 
man of the centre. A recent poll apparently showed him as favourite, with 24% against 15% 
for the Partido Colorado candidate. Some of those we spoke to mentioned the possibility that
the opposition parties might put forward a united front at the next elections, centred around 
Mr LUGO. Less than 50% of Paraguayans believe that democracy is the best political 
system.

At international level, Mr LUGO's candidacy is creating tensions with e.g. the USA, since he 
has denounced the military agreement signed by the two countries.

A recent problem in Paraguay is the practice, common in Brazil and Argentina, of kidnapping 
citizens and foreigners and demanding huge ransoms. The country still suffers from 
corruption, money laundering and organised crime. Drug trafficking is also a serious problem 
both in terms of marihuana production and its geographical position; these have turned 
Paraguay into a ideal point of transit for cocaine, arriving mainly from Bolivia.

The human rights situation has improved but some critical problems remain, particularly with 
regard to the situation in the internment centres and violence against and intimidation of 
journalists.

The health system suffers from a chronic lack of investment; only 17% of the working
population enjoy social security. This underlines the need for reform in both sectors. 
Paraguay is country with enormous resources, but the way in which wealth is distributed 
means that there is very widespread poverty.
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Meetings with members of the government

The delegation was met by Paraguayan President, Mr Nicanor DUARTE FRUTOS, with 
whom we discussed the important role which public opinion should play in regional 
integration. We agreed that at some future point, European and Mercosur members of 
Parliament would monitor the negotiating meetings between the two bodies.

There followed an interesting discussion on multilateralism, about whose genuine existence 
the President voiced his incredulity. He also asked the EU to stop endlessly following the 
decisions of the USA, and to dare to defend its own positions in the major international fora. 
He described the EU as a source of hope in Latin American for the emergence of a multi-
polar world, in which the continent as yet has no voice. The alternative opening up for them 
is to join governments like those of LULA, CHÁVEZ and Evo MORALES so as to get 
beyond the role of mere exporters of raw materials. He accused the 'first world' of selfishness 
made blatant by subsidies and the problems of technology transfer.

Finally, he called for a real fight against poverty and the opening up of the markets, and the 
only way of strengthening a democracy which would otherwise find itself under threat.

The EP delegation chair mentioned the need for a properly consolidated constitutional state, 
in which there was a real separation of powers. Not only for political reasons, but an essential 
basis of running a modern, dynamic and innovative economy. He also highlighted the fact 
that a sine qua non for attracting international investment is a reliably functioning court 
system.

The delegation met the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Rubén RAMÍREZ LEZCANO, and 
exchanged views on MERCOSUR's workings and prospects. The Minister said that the
organisation, which has successfully overcome difficulties, has achieved good results in 
terms of freedom of movement of persons, goods and services. However, it was currently 
facing fresh challenges: enlargement and greater institutionalisation. The fact that the 
decisions of the Permanent Court were not supranational, was the cause of institutional 
weakness and undermines the organisation's credibility, as had been shown in the recent 
crisis between Uruguay and Argentina in the dispute over paper mills.

Mr José María IBAÑEZ, Minister for Trade and Industry and former Paraguayan 
Ambassador to Brussels, highlighted the importance of regional integration for the smaller 
countries, and reported on the initial steps taken by the recently established Structural Fund, 
which is endowed with $100 million contributed by the member countries.

With regard to regional integration, he mentioned the dilemma facing MERCOSUR, and of 
which the EU already had wide experience, namely deciding whether to prioritise 
enlargement or the development and consolidation of the model and the acquis. He also 
mentioned certain constitutional problems, e.g. the fact that the Brazilian and Uruguayan 
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constitutions did not allow supranational subordination of national bodies, which would make 
it difficult to eliminate barriers to the free movement of persons and goods. He also 
welcomed the establishment of the Structural Fund, which despite the modesty of its 100 
million dollar endowment, would follow the European model, and likewise the establishment 
of the Banco del Sur as a further source of funding alongside the IDB and the World Bank. 
The main goal of the MERCOSUR Structural Convergence Fund (FOCEM) set up in July 
2005 was to reduce regional imbalances by building infrastructure. This Fund's 100 million 
dollar budget, with 7% from Brazil and 27% from Argentina, would allocate 48% of its 
resources to projects in Paraguay, with the goal of achieving integration, creating 
infrastructure, improving social policy or training human resources.

With regard to Venezuela's joining MERCOSUR, he was optimistic, believing that this 
would help to balance existing imbalances between the four founder-countries. In energy 
terms, furthermore, Paraguay was dependent on Venezuelan oil.

Views were also exchanged on the progress of the EU-MERCOSUR negotiations; the 
ministers said that the Doha Round was a disturbing factor in the discussions. Paraguay had 
great expectations of the signing of the EU-MERCOSUR Agreement, which would help the 
country, currently developing biofuel production, to export the latter to the EU.

Meetings with members of Parliament:

The President of the Paraguay National Congress, Mr Enrique GONZÁLEZ QUINTANA, 
accompanied by the President of the MERCOSUR Parliament, Mr Alfonso GONZÁLEZ 
NUÑEZ, and representatives of the Government and opposition benches, all met the 
delegation working party.

The meeting focused on integration-related issues, and particularly institutional development. 
Whereas to date, MERCOSUR had attempted only economic integration, which was at a 
complete standstill, the new MERCOSUR Parliament would mean a more political 
organisation, whose spokesman would be the PARLASUR. We were told that the goal was to 
have all the members directly elected by 2010, and they said that the 18 Paraguayan members 
would be directly elected as part of the forthcoming 2008 general elections.

Mr SOUSA PINTO, EP delegation chair, highlighted the importance of integration in a 
globalised world. European integration, he said, had enabled Europe to play an important role 
in the various world fora. He also stressed how important it was that in integration 
parliaments, the members should sit in political 'families' and not in national delegations.

Finally, the Uruguayan representatives thanked the EP for our support for regional 
integration from the outset.

We also met Mr Carlos FILIZOLLA, from the leading political group in the Senate, País 
Solidario. He welcomed the establishment of the MERCOSUR Parliament, which he hoped 
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would break the monopoly that the foreign ministers had over South American regional 
integration.

With regard to the state of democracy in Paraguay, he said it was imperfect and that certain 
state reforms were needed, particularly in the social and economic spheres. He said that 
tackling impunity should be a government priority, since impunity was what nourished and 
encouraged corruption.

Asked about the possible opposition alliance around a single candidate, he said that this was 
not a Paraguayan tradition, although he acknowledged that such an alliance would be the 
only way of preventing a further Partido Colorado victory.

Senator Miguel CARRIZOSA, for the Patria Querida group, mentioned the imbalances of 
MERCOSUR, recalling those suffered by Spain and Portugal when they joined the EU.

With regard to Mr LUGO as a presidential candidate, he recalled that in the previous 
elections, the disunited opposition had collected 67% of the vote. The unknown factor was 
whether the opposition, united in a socialist, popular bloc, led by Mr LUGO, would be 
capable of achieving the same result. If so, the Partido Colorado would constitute a fierce 
opposition in the next Parliament.

Senator Emilio CAMACHO, of the Encuentro Nacional Party also spoke about Mr Lugo's 
candidacy, which did not have a political apparatus behind it; this would make the election 
campaign enormously difficult.

He voiced his fear that an opposition victory would lead to the Partido Colorado refusing to 
accept the results and, as in 1993 and 1999, 'stealing' the election.

Meetings with representatives of civil society:

The delegation held a working meeting with representatives of bodies from civil society 
specialising in environmental, rural development, democracy, transparency and human rights
issues.

They said that one of the main problems was the economic precarity in which most of the 
population really lived, in contrast to the official figures, which claimed 6% unemployment, 
whereas in reality, 70% were unemployed or in short-term employment. Over 68% earned 
less than the minimum salary.

As far as production was concerned, it had little added value, with a blocked industrial sector, 
and this already difficult situation was worsened by the fact that 40% of the population had 
no access to drinking water, and the structural shortcomings of the public services, 
particularly in health and education. The country's social expenditure was the lowest in 
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MERCOSUR. We were told that the country's ills also included legal uncertainty and 
discrimination, particularly against the indigenous peoples.

The worst abuse of human rights and the environment was found in the countryside, where 
the fact that 10% of the population owns 66.4% of the land was largely responsible for the 
fact that 33% of the population was living below the two dollars a day threshold, and that 
16% had no more than one dollar a day.

World market prices meant that part of the grazing land had been turned over to growing 
soya and cotton, 90% of which was genetically modified, with grossly excessive use being 
made of gliphosphates; these crops had led to significant population displacement and the 
loss of some major wetlands. Introducing crops for the production of biofuels would worsen 
the situation.

Compared with the severely discredited traditional political class, Mr LUGO was seen by the 
population at large as a real source of hope. We were told that between 40% and 60% 
currently intended to vote for him.

Fears were expressed that the Partido Colorado, thanks to its political control over the courts, 
could possibly block the authorisation for Mr LUGO to stand, and there were even comments 
that such a step would result in mass street protests which could even lead to violence.

Finally we were introduced to the 'MERCOSUR Social' programme, which brings together 
the work of 18 civil society organisations in the five MERCOSUR countries.

URUGUAY

Domestic situation:

Mr TABARÉ VÁZQUEZ won the 31 October 2004 elections with 50.69% of the vote, thus 
putting an end to a century and a half of alternation between two parties, and consolidating 
Latin America's move to the left, following in the footsteps of presidents Michelle 
BACHELET in Chile, Luis Inacio da SILVA in Brazil and Néstor KIRCHNER in Argentina. 
The Frente Amplio (Broad Front) won the municipal and departmental elections, and in 
parliament, with 17 of 31 senators and 52 of the 99 MPs, it enjoys an absolute majority.

One of Mr TABARÉ VÁZQUEZ's government's first concerns was to tackle poverty and 
destitution by launching the 'Panes' - the Plan of National Attention to the Social Crisis.

Four months after his investiture, President TABARÉ VÁZQUEZ found himself facing his 
first social protests, and the first disagreements within his government over economic policy. 
In June 2006, there were clashes with the trade unions, which were demanding higher 
salaries, more jobs, the abandoning of the future free trade treaty with the USA, and the 
adoption of a law on punishing the country's former military leaders. The trade unions are 



PE 391.197 8/19 CR\674212EN.doc

EN

also opposed to the investment treaty signed with the USA by the previous President, Jorge 
BATTLLÉ.

The President's decision to reopen investigations into human rights violations under the 
military dictatorship has led to tensions with the armed forces, who are reluctant to cooperate, 
despite President's TABARÉ VÁZQUEZ's personal request that they do so. As has happened 
in other Latin American countries, it is very likely that the days of 'auto-impunity' for the 
military dictators and their collaborators are numbered. Following a year of searches and 
inquiries, those in charge of the investigation are convincing that both the geographical 
distribution and the sheer number of burials are greater than had been thought. The 
investigations are confirming the claims of the Organisation of Families of Disappeared 
Prisoners (OFDD), that most of the disappeared were victims of repression carried out by the 
Uruguayan security forces under 'operation Condor'. Another problem facing the TABARÉ 
VÁZQUEZ government is state control of water: in a referendum on 31 October 2004, 64% 
of the population demanded state control over the water supply and waste water treatment. 
President TABARÉ VÁZQUEZ, who had supported this position during his campaign, then 
signed a decree confirming that the water services were privatised, a step which the 
supporters of nationalisation regarded as a betrayal.

With regard to Uruguay and MERCOSUR, the most recent Summit, in Rio de Janeiro in 
January, 2007 saw Uruguay and Paraguay, the two smallest members; repeat their complaints 
that the group's rules did their economies no favours. President TABARÉ VÁZQUEZ 
admitted at the Summit that MERCOSUR had led to an enormous growth in trade between 
the member countries, but he warned that this growth had in fact be prejudicial to the smaller 
country like Uruguay, whose deficit vis-à-vis its partners is in the region of  1000 million 
dollars.

Nonetheless, one of the issues at debate within the Cabinet has been whether, given the lack 
of progress towards integration, it might not be appropriate to seek fresh alternatives to 
integration.

Furthermore, for over two years now, Uruguay and Argentina have been in dispute over the 
building of two paper mills on the River Uruguay which demarcates the frontier. The Botnia 
mill has already been built and the Argentine government and environmental groups feel that 
he cellulose plant will cause serious pollution, something which the Uruguayan authorities 
flatly deny. Argentine and Uruguayan representatives met in Madrid at the end of April this 
year, to try to narrow the gap between the parties, and the outcome was the signing of the 
Madrid Declaration, which provides or the negotiations to continue at both technical and 
political level. The issues to be negotiated are: the siting of the Botnia mill, the road blocks in 
Entre Ríos, the application of the River Uruguay Statute, and joint environmental protection 
of the river basin. The third negotiating issue is extremely sensitive, and concerns the Treaty 
signed by the two countries in 1975 to conserve the river Uruguay. Argentina has taken 
Uruguay to the Hague Court for violating this treaty, which Argentina views as both valid 
and appropriate.
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Meetings with members of the government

The delegation met by Vice-president Rodolfo NIN NOVA, who is also President of the 
Senate: he highlighted the fact that by 2010, the members of the MERCOSUR Parliament, 18 
per country, will all have been elected by universal suffrage, and that in 2014, they will all be 
directly elected, on a single day by the region's citizens. To achieve this end, Uruguay will 
have to reform its Constitution.

We told him of the European proposal to establish a committee to monitor the 
EU/MERCOSUR negotiations, to comprise members of the two integration parliaments. 

Vice-President NIN said that it was difficult to make progress towards regional integration 
due to the existence of particularly closed South American economies; Uruguay's economy 
was much more open.

Foreign Minister Reinaldo GARGANO said that the impending historic event of the 
inauguration of the MERCOSUR Parliament would mark an important step towards enabling 
the region to speak with a single voice at international level. He furthermore stressed that the 
new Parliament would also mean that MERCOSUR debates, and debates about 
MERCOSUR, would cease to be the exclusive preserve of governments.

When discussing the institutional aspects of MERCOSUR, the EP delegation chair suggested 
that a judicial body be established as soon as possible, with binding powers of decision, and 
the remit of resolving any disputes which might arise between member countries. Europe's 
experience had demonstrated the usefulness of such an institution.

The Minister mentioned that there were currents of opinion opposed to further MERCOSUR 
integration and critical of the relinquishing of sovereignty which were a concomitant of 
progress towards greater integration.

With regard to Venezuela's accession, he stressed the importance of the democratic clause 
which all member countries had to respect, and the question of international equilibrium 
which the accession of this medium sized country would involve.

Finally, he said that poverty in the region was the result not of a lack of natural resources but, 
as throughout Latin American, of their mismanagement and misuse.

Economics Minister Danilo ASTORI said the establishment of the MERCOSUR Parliament 
was the second major step taken by MERCOSUR from an institutional point of view, 
following the setting up of the Disputes Court, a body whose rulings were binding.
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Looking to the future, he said that it was hoped that the forthcoming MERCOSUR Council 
meeting of foreign and economic ministers, specific proposals would be drawn up on 
achieving greater integration, particularly with regard to developing the internal market.

We also exchanged views on the EU-MERCOSUR negotiations, particularly with regard to 
the importance that the framework of an agreement would have for the region's SMEs. 

Finally, there was discussion of the recent crisis with Argentina over the building of the paper 
mills and the serious impact that this had had on tourism, Uruguay's second largest source of 
revenue. He also highlighted Uruguay's need to attract investment in order to stimulate 
development; Uruguay intended to turn itself into a basis for company's entering the region, 
which explained the various agreements, criticised by the country's MERCOSUR partners, 
which had been negotiated with Mexico and the USA.

Meetings with members of Parliament:

We held a working meeting with members of the Foreign Affairs Committees of both Houses 
of Parliament, chaired by Mr Sergio ABREU. We heard about the appeal concerning 
unconstitutional behaviour which had been submitted with regard to direct voting in the 
forthcoming Mercosur Parliament elections.

An interesting exchange of views then followed on expectations concerning the new 
Parliament. There was unanimous agreement that its establishment was the right way to 
strengthen institutionality, although its lack of powers was deplored. The importance of the 
media in creating and fostering 'integration awareness' was mentioned. We drew attention to 
the need to establish consensus on integration amongst the various political parties, as a sine 
qua non for making progress when it came to surrendering sovereignty.

We held a meeting with leading members of the parliamentary party of the government's 
Frente Amplio, exchanging views on the European and South American approaches to 
integration. Particular interest was shown in the steps taken by the EU towards European 
citizenship. 

Finally, with respect to the recent PARLATINO crisis, which had had immediate effects on 
its funding and had endangered the maintenance of the Sao Paolo headquarters, we heard 
about the recent undertaking given by Mr Celso Amorim that a viable solution would be 
found for the institution.

Meetings with representatives of civil society

We met representatives of civil society who participate in the Mercosur Regional Social and 
Solidarity Programme, who told us that civil society had scarcely been involved in regional 
integration, and that the establishment of the Mercosur Parliament was therefore a welcomed 
first step to plugging this democratic deficit.
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We also heard about the economic crisis which had devastated the country and had originated 
in the Brazilian and Argentine crises; the after-effects in terms of high levels of poverty were 
still very much a reality, impacting particularly on children and young people. The current 
estimate was that the poor numbered one million. They said that they hoped that the 
forthcoming introduction of income tax from 1 July might generate resources for tackling 
poverty.

Another of Uruguay's major problems is the lack of an educated workforce partly due to 
widespread failure to complete school. This failure was less apparent at primary school level, 
since primary education went hand in hand with social, food and health policies. But only 
one in 40 young people who started secondary school reached university, and teachers were 
inadequately trained. 

Other meetings

The delegation took part in the Mercosur Parliament's constituent ceremony, which took 
place in the Congress in Montevideo on 7 May at 3 p.m. The Latin American integration 
parliaments were invited: Parlatino, Parlandino and Parlacen, as was the European 
Parliament. The delegation chair, Mr Sousa Pinto, addressed the inaugural sitting, 
highlighting Europe's interest in having a strong integration body in the South American 
region, to help build a more balanced and multilateral international order, and he also stressed 
the contribution of parliamentary bodies to making public opinion aware of major problems 
of general interest.

A working meeting was held in the Mercosur headquarters with the Committee of Permanent 
Representatives, chaired by Mr Chacho Álvarez. The ambassadors said that the recent 
establishment of the Mercosur Parliament was not an isolated event, but represented another, 
further step in an integration process; they then cited the achievements of regional 
integration, which involved not only the accession applications from Venezuela and Bolivia, 
but the establishment of Structural Funds to encourage convergence, the inauguration of the 
Mercosur Training Institute, and the setting up of a 'Democratic Quality Observatory'. Into 
the future, certain specific issues were on the agenda, particularly the struggle at regional 
level against foot and mouth disease, and 'electronic integration', particularly of the various 
national retirement systems.

We highlighted the need to give priority to coordination at internal level, particularly with 
regard to the internal market. A further item discussed was the situation of UNASUR, a 
recently-launched, full-blown union of South American nations, whose central pillars would 
be the integration of energy and of infrastructure, as a means of advancing towards regional 
integration.

The delegation visited the town of Colonia, where we met the deputy major, Mr Ricardo 
PLANCHÓN, who told us about the local development plans and cooperation with the EU 
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through the TECALE project (Technology and Science for Development for Latin American 
Governments), funded within URB-AL.

Conclusions:

At a time when the negotiation between Mercosur and the EU are at an impasse, waiting to 
see what may happen before the end of the first half year at Doha, the establishment of a 
parliament, which will eventually be elected by direct universal suffrage, represents a beacon 
of hope for the success of the integration of the Mercosur.

The recent incorporation of Venezuela, a medium-sized Andean country, has elicited 
particularly positive reactions both in Uruguay and Paraguay, which view Venezuela as a 
bridge between the two largest and two smallest Mercosur countries. Likewise, Venezuela's 
accession would also bring definite advantages for the founding members in energy terms, 
particularly with regard to oil, of which Venezuela is South America's largest producer.

However, there are serious reservations, which the delegation voiced, about whether 
Venezuela shares the regional integration vision of its southern neighbours, and particularly 
Uruguay and Paraguay, especially in political full scale open market terms.

The recent dispute between Uruguay and Argentina over the building of paper mills on the 
Uruguayan bank of a shared river has shaken Mercosur's high hopes of success, and there is a 
certain level of disenchantment at the grassroots level. MERCOSUR's inability to resolve the 
problem at regional level has laid bare the bloc's institutional weaknesses. The delegation was 
able to learn about the changes carried out by the governments of both countries. The 
forthcoming introduction of income tax in Uruguay merits particular attention, since it will 
enable the government to boost the economic improvements which the country is beginning 
to experience, after its major suffering in the wake of the financial crises of its neighbours.

The situation in Paraguay is, socially speaking, more worrying, and it is particularly 
surprising that in a country with so many resources, the levels of poverty and absolute 
destitution are those of countries with no resources at all.

In its meetings in both countries, the delegation sought to demonstrate European support for 
integration while stressing the need for institutional development.

Likewise, at all the meetings, we recalled the need for all political parties and the population 
at large to share the 'excitement' of the integration process, and in this area, we pointed out 
that all-important role of civil society organisations and the media.

*
*      *
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PARLAMENTO EUROPEO
http://www.europarl.europa.eu

Delegación para las relaciones con MERCOSUR
Visita de un grupo de trabajo a Paraguay y Uruguay

01 - 08 de mayo de 2007
Lista de Participantes

Miembros de la Delegación

Nombre Apellido Grupo 
político

País

Sr. Sérgio SOUSA PINTO, Presidente
•  Comisión de Asuntos Constitucionales, Miembro

PSE Portugal

Sr. Adam BIELAN, Vicepresidente del Parlamento europeo
• Comisión de Mercado Interior y Protección del 
Consumidor, Miembro

***

UEN Polonia

Sra. Malgorzat
a

HANDZLIK
● Comisión de Mercado Interior y Protección del Consumidor, 
Miembro

PPE-DE Polonia

Sr. Emilio MENENDEZ del VALLE (*)
● Comisión de Asuntos Exteriores, Miembro

PSE España 

Sr. Daniel VARELA SUANZES-CARPEGNA (*)
● Comisión de Comercio Internacional, Miembro
ponente del informe UE-Mercosur de la Comisión "INTA" 

PPE-DE España 

(*) unicamente Montevideo

Grupos Políticos de los Miembros de la Delegación

PPE-DE - Grupo del Partido Popular Europeo (Demócrata-Cristianos) y Demócratas Europeos
PSE - Grupo del Partido de los Socialista Europeos
ALDE Grupo de la Alianza de los Demócratas y Liberales por Europa
Verts/ALE Grupo de los Verdes/Alianza Libre Europea 
GUE/NGL Grupo Confederal de la Izquierda Unitaria Europea/Izquierda Verde Nórdica 
IND/DEM Grupo Independencia/Democracia 
UEN Grupo Unión por la Europa de las Naciones 
ITS Grupo Identidad, Tradición, Soberania
NI No inscritos
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Secretaría de la Delegación

Sr. Luis MARTÍNEZ-GUILLÉN Administrador principal, Jefe de la 

Secretaría

Sr. Raymond HERDIES Asistente principal

Secretarías de los Grupos Políticos

Sra. Maria Odilia HENRIQUES Consejera grupo PSE

Sr. Gabriel BESZLEJ Secretario General adjunto grupo UEN

Intérpretes

Sra. Enrique QUIJANO ES/PT Jefe de equipo

Sra. Alicja 

Agnieszka 

ZAPOLNIK PL/ES

Sra. Lucyna Ewa ZUBRZYCKA-PEREZ PL/ES

Otros participantes

Sr. Tomé ANDRADE DE SOUSA Asistente del Presidente SOUSA 

PINTO

Sra. Justyna PETSCH Asistente de la Sra. HANDZLIK
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH "MERCOSUR"

Visit of a working group to Paraguay & Uruguay 
1-4 Mayo 2007

Programme “Paraguay”
Tuesday 1 May Europe / Paraguay

Arrival of  MEPs (and  supportive staff) at Silvio Pettirossi Int'l Airport
11:00

PZ713 TAM
From Sao Paulo

23:15
PZ711 TAM
From Sao Paulo

Transfer to hotel & check-in:
Sheraton Asuncion Hotel
Av. Aviadores Del Chaco 2066, Asunción
Tel +595 21 617 7150 Fax +595 21 617 7158

Wednesday 2 May Asunción

09:30 Departure from hotel . Transportation: Mercedes and minibus
10:00 Audience with HE Enrique Gonzalez Quintana, President of 

Parliament. 
Senator Alfonso Gonzalez Nuñez, MERCOSUR Parliament President will 
participate as well, plus representatives from government and opposition 
bancadas.

Palacio Legislativo (Parliament)
Av. República y 14 de Mayo, Asunción

Departure from Parliament 11:10. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus

11:30 Audience with Jose Maria Ibañez, Minister of Commerce and Industry. 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry
Av. Mcal. López Nº 3333 e/ Dr. Weiss y Salaskin

12:30 Lunch hosted by  Mr. Horst-Wolfram 
Kerll, Ambassador of Germany in 
Asuncion and Temporary President of 
the EU Council 

Ambassador's Residence
Cnel. Cabrera 1763/5

(MEPs + Martinez-Guillen, Henriques, Beszlej, 1 
interpreter PL/ES)

Support staff:
Lunch (own arrangements) at
Sheraton Asuncion Hotel

Departure from Residence 14:30 to pick up other at 
Sheraton. Transportation: Mercedes and mini

Departure from hotel 14:35. 
Transportation: Mercedes and mini
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15:00 Audience with Federico Gonzalez, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Palma y 14 de Mayo

16:00 Meeting with Senator Carlos Filizzola, Pais Solidario Bancada leader 
at Senate. 

Pais Solidario main office
San José 156 e/ Rio De Janeiro y Mcal. López. Tel +595 21 222205

Departure from hotel 18:45. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus

19:00 Dinner with selected journalists, scholars and experts
La Roca Ristorante
Capitan Brizuela 750. Tel +595 21 600311

Thursday 3 May Asunción

Departure from hotel 08:30. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus

09:00 Audience with HE Nicanor Duarte Frutos, President of the Republic of 
Paraguay

Palacio de Lopez
Paraguayo Independiente e/ O’Leary y Ayolas, Asunción

-Press coverage-

Departure from Presidency. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus
11:00 Meeting with leading CSOs (engaged environmental, rural, 

democracy, transparency, human rights issues) and coordinators 
from MERCOSUR Social y Solidario project.

Delegation of the EC in Paraguay
America 404, Asuncion
Tel +595 21 206069 Fax +595 21 213975 

12:30 Buffet lunch with leading CSOs representatives and MSSP 
coordinators. 

Delegation of the EC in Paraguay
America 404, Asuncion
Tel +595 21 206069 Fax +595 21 213975

Departure from Delegation to ABC's HQs 14:45. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus

~ 15:00 Interview to Mr. SOUSA PINTO by Hugo RUIZ 
OLAZAR (ABC newspaper)

Other MEPs & support 
staff:
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Yegros 745, Asuncion
Tel: +595 21 4151000
www.abc.com.py

City Tour downtown

Departure from ABC to Parliament 15:45. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus

16:00 Meeting with Senator Miguel Carrizosa, Patria Querida Bancada
leader at Senate. 

Bancada's office, Palacio Legislativo (Parliament)
Av. República y 14 de Mayo, Asunción

17:30 Meeting with Senator Emilio Camacho, Partido Encuentro Nacional 
Bancada leader at Senate. 

Bancada's office, Palacio Legislativo (Parliament)
Av. República y 14 de Mayo, Asunción

Leave for hotel. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus

Friday 4 May Asunción / Uruguay 

04:30 Leave hotel for Silvio Pettirossi Int'l Airport

06:00
PZ703 TAM

To Montevideo

Departure of MEPs & support staff.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE "MERCOSUR"

Visit of a working group to Paraguay & Uruguay 
4 – 8 May 2007

Programme "URUGUAY"
FRIDAY 4 MAY ASUNCIÓN (PARAGUAY) / MONTEVIDEO (URUGUAY)

09:50 Arrival flight PZ 703 

Transfer to Hotel Radisson Victoria Plaza
Plaza Independencia 759
11000 Montevideo

tel. (+598-2) 902-0111 / fax (+598-2) 902-6933
e-mail: radisson@radisson.com.uy

12:30 Audience with Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Reinaldo Gargano
Place: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Calle Colonia, piso 6

13:30 Briefing/lunch with the EU Ambassadors and the Head of the EU Delegation
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Place: Radisson Hotel, 25th floor, room Torres García

16:00 Meeting with Mr Rodolfo Nin Novoa, Vice-President of the Republic and President 
of the General Assembly
Place: Parliament building

17:00 Joint meeting with Chamber and Senate "bancada" Frente Amplio 
Place: Parliament building

SATURDAY 5 MAY MONTEVIDEO (URUGUAY)

08:30 – 11:00 Departure to Colonia,

11:00 Visit of the Town Hall of Colonia. reception by Mr. Ricardo Planchón, acting Mayor 

12:00 Presentation  of
. project TECALE,Tecnología y ciencia aplicadas al desarrollo para gobiernos 
locales de América Latina y la UE, in the framework of URB-AL
. support given to small and medium enterprises project (cooperation with Uruguay)
. macro-economic monitoring project (cooperation with MERCOSUR)
Place: Town Hall Colonia

13:00 Lunch
Place: Radisson hotel Colonia

15:00 Guided visit of old city, UNESCO heritage

16:30 Return to Montevideo
20:00 Cocktail hosted by Mr Lech Kubiak, Ambassador of Poland

Place: Embassy of Poland, Jorge Canning 2389

SUNDAY 6 MAY MONTEVIDEO (URUGUAY)

11:00 Departure to Punta del Este (optional)

19:30 Reception hosted by Head of Delegation on the occasion of Europe Day and EP visit
Place: Golf Club, Bulevar Artigas 379

MONDAY 7 MAY MONTEVIDEO (URUGUAY)

08:30 Breakfast with local press
Place: Radisson Hotel, 25th floor, room Torres García
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10:00 Meeting with representatives of civil society
Place: Radisson Hotel, 25th floor, room Torres García

11:30 Joint meeting with Chamber and Senate Foreign Affairs Committees 
Place: Parliament building

Lunch
Place: restaurant "La Corte"

14:30 Meeting with "bancada" Partido Nacional

15:00 Constitutive opening of MERCOSUR Parliament
Place: Parliament building, Sala de Asamblea General

19:00 Brindis
Place: Parliament building, salón de los Pasos Perdidos

20:30 Reception hosted by Carlos Alvarez, President of the Commission of MERCOSUR 
Permanent Representatives
Place: Hotel Sheraton, ballroom

TUESDAY 8 MAY MONTEVIDEO (URUGUAY)

09:00 Meeting with Mr Carlos Alvarez, President of the Commission of MERCOSUR 
Permanent Representatives
Place: Mercosur building, press room

11:30 Audience with Mr. Danilo Astori, Minister for Economy and Finance
Place: Ministry for Economy and Finance, Paraguay 1407, esquina Colonia, 3º floor

Return to hotel

pm Departures to airport and 
return flights to Europe


