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JOINT STATEMENT 
 

by the Chairpersons of the Delegations 
 

 
Upon the conclusions of the 5th European Parliament - Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Brussels on 9 and 10 July 2003, the two 
delegations: 
 
On the political situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and on self-sustainability of State’s 
Institutions 
 
1. welcomed the fact that general elections of 5 October 2002, which were the first ones to 

be directly  organised and managed by the BiH authorities, took place in accordance with 
the European standards for free and fair elections; 

 
2. called on the Parliament of BiH to take advantage to the maximum possible extent of its 

four years mandate and to undertake new commitment in its important task of legislator; 
 
3. welcomed the significant reform of the BiH complex system of government which, 

although partly imposed by the OHR, was made on the basis of broad agreement between 
the parties, namely the new law on the Council of Ministers which provides for a non-
rotating Chairman for the full mandate of Parliament, the expansion of the number of 
Ministers to eight, the simplification of the decision-making process and the institution of 
the Directorate for European Integration under the authority of the Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers; 

 
4. urged all the political authorities of BiH, but primarily the present government, to do 

everything in their power in order to allow the State’s Institutions to function effectively 
in a framework of self-sustainability, and all the political and administrative authorities to 
commit themselves to ownership and to implement fully the measures associated with the 
Entities’ constitutional changes, which aim to attribute equality in law to the constituent 
peoples of BiH; stressed the need to proceed resolutely towards completion of public 
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administration reform, by addressing first of all the problem of policy co-ordination 
between the different layers of administration; 

 
5. considered that BiH’s self-sustainability as a sovereign State is a matter of utmost 

priority; in this context, looked forward with interest to the proposals being elaborated by 
various political leaders and by the OHR for institutional reforms; welcomed the 
launching by the OHR of three commissions for unifying BiH’s taxation, defence and 
intelligence systems; 

 
6. considered that, as soon as appropriate, according to achieved democratic political culture 

rooted in European values, the full transfer of responsibilities from the International 
Community to BiH's own Institutions should follow and, in this framework, noted that 
timing is now already adequate for a gradual reduction of the role of the OHR; 

 
7. acknowledged that good progress has been achieved in the return of refugees and 

displaced persons, but recalled that, according to UNHCR statistics, some 390.000 people 
are still seeking a solution in BiH; therefore, urged the European Commission, in the 
framework of the budget of CARDS, to allocate more funding for sustainability of refugee 
return; encouraged the competent authorities, in particular at the local level, to comply 
with all the legal obligations under the law on property implementation, to offer 
acceptable opportunities of return and reintegration to those who would wish to do so, and 
to encourage those already returned not to form enclaves, by guaranteeing them non 
discrimination and security; 

 
 
On the rule of law, justice and police 
 
8. shared the view that the rule of law reform agenda is becoming more and more important, 

in the context of State's self-sustainability and preparations for European integration ; in 
this light, welcomed the entry into force of the new penal Code in March 2003, which 
contains, among others, provisions on human trafficking offences; 

 
9. noted the ongoing process of re-selection and re-structuring of the judiciary and 

prosecutors all over the country and the entry into functions of the State Court; recalled 
the vital importance of maintaining separate administration of justice from political 
influence; 

 
10. while welcoming the positive beginning of the EUPM activity, acknowledged that a lot of 

work still needs to be done for improving co-ordination  and consistency of the various 
local police forces and their training and employment  conditions, particularly with a view 
to investigation, information-exchange and crime-analysis capacities, guaranteeing 
freedom from political interference and adequate levels of salary; 

 
11. called on the Council, the European Commission and the political authorities of BiH to 

urgently study new measures for allowing a co-operation agreement between BiH's 
authorities and Europol, especially in the field of crime-analysis and investigation, and for 
simplifying some organisational aspects of the EUPM, notably in view of accelerating the 
availability of necessary equipment, also in the framework of the fight against the most 
serious forms of cross-border crime, such as the trafficking in human beings and in 
weapons; 
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12. expressed satisfaction for the deployment of the State Border Service, which is now able 
to control 100 % of the State’s borders, and on the positive records of its activity relating 
to the countering of illegal immigration and drug trafficking; urged the concerned local 
and international authorities to continue intensive monitoring of professionalism among 
SBS officials; took note of the conclusions of the Ohrid Regional Conference of 22-23 
May 2003 on border security and management; 

 
13. took note of BiH authorities' readiness to fully and effectively co-operate with the ICTY 

and encouraged SFOR to strengthen its efforts for the investigation and capture of the 
indicted persons; 

 
14. recalled the priority of continuing to focus on  the fight against organised crime, 

especially in a context of regional co-operation, and on the basis of the experience, among 
others, of EU Member and Acceding States; welcomed the EU CARDS financial 
allocations for capacity building in this respect; 

 
 
On the economic situation and economic reforms needed 
 
15. recalling the dramatic situation of economic distress, high public deficit and 

unemployment in the country, reconfirmed the need of urgent structural reforms which 
would avoid the present complete dependence of BiH on external aid and imports and 
render the country more and more competitive; reforms should encompass not only sound 
privatisation decisions but also measures in the social field, such as, healthcare and 
pension rights; reforms should be based on genuine economic co-operation between the 
two Entities, avoiding pernicious fragmentation of the national market; 

 
16. took note of the positive results achieved through the "Bulldozer Initiative", which was 

launched to allow economic changes in order to make Bosnia and Herzegovina's business 
environment more friendly; 

 
17. confirmed the urgency to complete the work for establishing a single customs system and 

a State-level VAT for the country, and to fight against the spread of fraud and corruption 
in that sector; expressed concern at the phenomena of mis-appropriation of public funds, 
trade in contraband and banking fraud; called on the relevant authorities to restructure  the 
banking system, tax collection and business environment, in order to allow the people to 
regain confidence in official financial circuits and support for sound public and private 
investment, together with progressive eradication of the grey economy;  

 
18. recalled that economic reforms should take into serious consideration giving perspectives 

to the young generation; in that context, welcomed the preparation by Government of a 
Sustainable Development Strategy and Action Plan; 

 
19. recommended that Entities continue to make timely and adequate transfers to the State, to 

allow it to meet its institutional, legal and policy commitments; 
 
20. recalled the need to enhance regional co-operation in the fields of energy, transport, 

telecommunications, environment, research and technology, which has also been put 
forward in the Thessaloniki  EU-Western Balkans shared agenda; welcomed Bosnia and 
Herzegovina's successful presidency of the South East Europe Co-operation Process 
(SEECP); 
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On the European integration of BiH 
 
21. recognising the efforts of the new Government and Parliament towards a European 

integration,  recalled that EU’s commitment and assistance for European integration of the 
countries of the Western Balkans, and in particular of BiH, needs continuous commitment 
of the Government to make necessary reforms and establish the necessary administrative 
capacities; in this framework, welcomed the launching by the European Commission of 
the Feasibility Study for opening of negotiations for a Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement and looked forward to well prepared answers to be provided to the large 
number of technical questions asked by the European Commission; are convinced that EC 
requirements could be used as a catalysator for accelerated reform; encouraged the 
involved authorities to make all efforts to complete the Feasibility Study by the end of the 
year; 

 
22. welcomed the European Commission’s Communication of 21 May 2003 containing the 

proposal of European Partnerships for the countries of the Western Balkans, which would 
identify short and medium-term reforms to serve as a checklist for measuring progress and 
providing guidance for assistance; underlined that conditionality and own merits will be 
used as accession criteria, for example, in the fields of justice and home affairs, before 
possible liberalisation of the EU’s visa regime; 

 
23. welcomed the perspectives for participation of BiH and of other SAP countries in selected 

community programmes, for example in the field of education; 
 
24. welcomed the conclusions of the Thessaloniki Summit of 21 June 2003 and in particular 

the Agenda for the Western Balkans, which confirms the  perspective of BiH, together 
with the other SAP countries, as potential candidates for EU membership, and encouraged 
the country to take and follow courageously the road of reform and reconciliation; 

 
25. recalled that political dialogue and co-operation in the area of Common Foreign and 

Security Policy between the EU and BiH will be strengthened and encouraged BiH’s 
authorities to show clearer signals of their attachment to this privileged relationship; 

 
26. welcomed the establishment of the new Joint Committee on European Integration in the  

Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
 
 

******* 
 
10.07.03 
SMZ /MI/sw/pel 
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