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JOINT STATEMENT 
by the Chairpersons of the Delegations 

 
 

Upon the conclusions of the 10th European Parliament-Assembly of the Republic of Albania 
Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Tirana on 27 and 28 October 2003, the two delegations 
agreed the following declaration: 
 
On the political situation in Albania and the recent local government elections 
 
1. taking into account that local government elections of 12 October 2003 have been an 

important test for Albania’s democracy and political maturity, welcomed the adoption, on 
19 June 2003, of the new electoral code and its entry into force in time for the local 
government elections; acknowledged that such a code, taking on board most of the 
international community’s recommendations, puts in place a better framework for election 
administration, media, domestic observers  and the role of the police; welcomed the 
mainly calm and ordered conduct of the electoral campaign; nevertheless, stressed that 
improvements should be brought, if necessary through further amendments to the electoral 
code, in the following sectors: accuracy of the voters’ lists, financing of the electoral 
campaign,  procedure for introducing and examining electoral complaints and appeals, 
provisions for the formation and functioning of election commissions, forbidding family 
and group voting; 

 
2. asked the Parliament and Government to put an end to internal struggle and to replace the 

two missing members of the Cabinet; insisted that continuous efforts should be made in 
order to concentrate the political confrontation on proposals for alternative policies;  

 
3. considered that political nominations and nepotism in public administration should be 

banned; welcomed progress made in salaries and career prospects for civil servants and 
encouraged the authorities to improve staff training and define clearer rules for 
determining each one’s job classification, selection procedures  and responsibilities; 

 
4. acknowledged the positive assessment given by the international election observation 

mission with reference to the minorities’ participation in the recent local government 
elections, and considered now necessary that Albanian authorities conclude the long 
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awaited minority registration process and step up their efforts and ambitions for 
improving minorities’ participation in the political and civil life of the country, and for 
increased cohesion of the society; 

 
5. called on the newly elected local government authorities, when taking office, to 

concentrate on improving the training of their staff, drawing appropriate financial 
resources and managing in the best newly decentralised policies; 

 
6. with reference to human rights, invited the concerned authorities to tackle the problem of 

living conditions and overcrowding in the Albanian prisons, as well as of the treatment of 
people in custody in police stations; and secondly, urged that  freedom, independence and 
financial sustainability of the media  is better protected and the Government refrain from 
any interference; 

 
On the economic situation and property rights 
 
7. recommended to the Albanian Government to continue deploying efforts towards macro-

economic stability; expressed concern at the figures showing that GDP was worse in 2002 
than in previous years and that a high rate of it would be generated from illegal activities 
and that FDI had slowed down in 2002; therefore, encouraged the Albanian authorities 
and political forces to adopt policies devoted to  improving fiscal sustainability of the 
State, namely through the enhanced formalisation of economic activities and exchanges, 
strengthening of the management of public expenditure, increased  tax collection and 
progress in the privatisation progress, especially of the Savings Bank and utilities; 

 
8. called on all the responsible players, especially the Albanian Government, local 

authorities and the international financial Institutions, to continue their efforts and support 
for the construction or rehabilitation and upgrading of infrastructures, including the rural 
regions, and with particular reference to primary, secondary and tertiary roads,  the energy 
sector, and for tackling the huge problems in the electricity sector; 

 
9. recommended to the Albanian Government to sustain development, through adequate 

Institutions and funding, of the deprived rural areas, especially in the North of Albania; 
recalled that Albania would have tremendous potential in the fields of tourism and 
agriculture; recommended to step up environment protection; invited the Commission to 
support within CARDS local governments in selecting production sectors in which the 
establishment of small and medium sized enterprises would be facilitated, favouring 
traditional local economies; 

 
10. recalled that restitution of or compensation for land expropriated or confiscated is a 

constitutional requirement which has not yet been honoured; expressed concern for the 
absence of progress in the works of the bi-partisan parliamentary committee on property-
related issues; urged the Government to rapidly move on to the establishment of an 
appropriate land and other real estate ownership cadastre, starting from the State-owned 
properties, the elaboration of legislation on restitution  and an appropriate legal 
framework for the property market; 

 
 
 
 
On the fight against organised crime 
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11. expressed concern over the deficiencies observed in the implementation of the rule of law, 

since organized crime and illegal trafficking, namely of women and children – despite the 
recent success achieved in this special area – remain major problems in Albania, as well  
as serious threats to democracy and security; 

 
12. invited the Albanian authorities to reconfirm their strong political commitment and 

seriously pursue their efforts to eradicate these problems, as well as that of border 
management, also building on the first progress made in the field of illegal migration 
control, and taking advantage of the ongoing negotiations for an SAA, in which Justice 
and Home Affairs will need particular attention;  

 
13. urged the authorities to concentrate on law enforcement and in particular on training for 

the judiciary, the eradication of corruption and improper professional behaviour in this 
category, successful prosecution of crimes  and the execution of rulings; 

 
14. concerning the police, urged the completion of implementation of the Reform Strategy of 

the State Police, in particular for the aspects of management, training and equipment; in 
this respect, encouraged the Albanian authorities to continue taking advantage of bilateral 
and international co-operation available to them; 

 
15. considered it useful that Albania sets up an appropriate legal framework for witness 

protection and complete legislation on the prevention of money laundering; 
 
16. praised the establishment of special structures for combating against the smuggling of 

weapons, and encouraged the authorities to provide those responsible with appropriate 
investigative capacities and equipment, and to improve the co-ordination of their actions 
with that of other Institutions; encouraged the authorities to maintain high on their agenda 
the fight against illegal trade of arms and ammunitions and illegal weapons’ possession 
and to pursue activities of public awareness on the importance of voluntary hand over , 
registration and  obligatory weapons’ collection; 

 
 
On EU-Albania relations : the Stabilisation and Association Process and Foreign Policy 
 
17. welcomed the official opening, on 31 January 2003, of the negotiations for a SAA, the 

holding of six rounds of negotiations up to date and the Conclusions of the Thessaloniki 
European Council, which  enriched the SAP with important elements inspired by the pre-
accession process, such as enhanced political dialogue, European Partnerships and 
enhanced Community financial support; 

 
18. insisted that serious reforms are needed in Albania, with the serious commitment of all the 

political forces and the whole understanding of the Albanian society, because from the 
pace and quality of such reforms, together with the guarantee of implementation 
capacities,  will depend the pace and success of negotiations for a SAA with the European 
Union; insisted that Albania must increase its capacity to adequately implement 
international assistance and, in particular, EC assistance; 

 
19. praised Albania’s good neighbourly policy, its  moderate attitude and participation in the 

international and regional efforts directed towards finding a viable and durable solution to 
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the Kosovo issue, and recommended to continue in that fashion; believed that any kind of 
aggressive and nationalist policy in the region should be rejected; 

 
20. observed with interest Albania’s willingness to co-operate with the international 

operations deployed in various countries of the world and supported Albania’s goal to 
become a member of NATO; recalled nevertheless to the Albanian Government the 
importance, already at the present stage of negotiations, to comply with the EU guiding 
principles and lines with reference to the EU CFSP and CSDP. 

 
  

* * *  * 
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