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MOSTAR

JOINT STATEMENT

by the Chairpersons of the Delegations

At the conclusion of the 6th European Parliament - Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Mostar on 3 November 2004, the two 
delegations:

On the EU - BiH Relations/Implementation of the 16 reform points identified in the 
Commission's Feasibility Study: 

1. welcomed the fact that Bosnia and Herzegovina is participating in the Feasibility Study 
and addressing the 16 reform priorities which have been outlined therein. The Delegations 
expected further significant progress on all the 16 reform points on the way towards 
opening  the SAA negotiations - the first step on the road to membership negotiations; the 
Delegations pointed out that in order to make definitive progress, reform needs to be both 
implemented by all relevant actors and consistently pursued over time, an effort requiring 
unity of political will and determined effort;

On the political situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and on self-sustainability of the 
State’s institutions and preparations for progress for European integration

2. welcomed the progress BiH has accomplished in political reforms, but noted that the 
reform process still needs major strengthening; noted that there has not been sufficient 
reform of the Government at state level, while tensions between State and Entities still 
affect government business and reform. In this context the Delegations urged political 
parties to promote the integrity of the State of BiH. The Delegations noted a transfer of 
responsibilities from the Entities to the State level, as well as the establishment of new 
ministries and institutions at State level.  The Delegations also called on all the levels of 
authorities of BiH to do everything in their power to enable the State's institutions and the 
entities  to function effectively in a framework of self-sustainability, and on all the 
political and administrative authorities to commit themselves to ownership and to 
implementation of  the reforms, in particular the Public Administration Reform; 
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3. shared the view that the rule of law reform agenda is becoming more and more important 
in the context of the State's self-sustainability and preparations for European integration; 
welcomed the progress achieved in the legislative area; however these efforts have to be 
backed by solid implementation and institution-building; welcomed the recent successes 
in certain areas such as first convictions for human trafficking and initial steps in setting 
up the Indirect Tax Authority; in this context, the Delegations welcomed the recent 
adoption of the Action Plan on strengthening the State Institutions, which it is hoped will 
accelerate the reform process;

4. congratulated the BiH Parliament for the considerable legislative work done last year; at 
the same time urged the parliament to pass legislation in the areas vital for the 
sustainability of the reform process, such as VAT, the Ombudsman, the Agency for 
Foreign Investment (FIPA) and the Public Broadcasting System (PBS);

5. welcomed the fact that BiH is consolidating its democratic record. The municipal 
elections of 2 October 2004 were conducted peacefully and were fully administered and 
funded by BiH itself;

6. underlined the fact that ownership of the reform process is crucial for the stability of the 
country and to that end emphasised the necessity of promoting the establishment of an 
active civil society – without which no fundamental progress can be made. An active 
exchange between citizens and politicians was a necessary tool for this; 

7. welcomed the fact that the number of refugees and displaced persons returning to their 
homes in Bosnia and Herzegovina has substantially increased, but regretted the fact that 
so few Croatians had been able to return to Republika Srpska; the Delegations invited the 
authorities to make all necessary efforts to facilitate the return of refugees to their 
homeland and to de facto resolve the outstanding property issues; an EU perspective, 
political stability as well as the creation of jobs and development of human resources are 
among the preconditions for attracting and motivating refugees to return;

On the economic situation and economic reforms needed

8. welcomed the progress  achieved in macro-economic terms as a base for future stability 
and welcomed the fact that BiH's economy continued to grow despite declining 
international assistance, which would indicate that the BiH economy may gradually be 
moving towards self-sustainability; welcomed the increasing foreign direct investment, 
thanks to efforts to improve the investment climate, however, many efforts are still needed 
in this area; called for entrepreneurship talent  to be built locally and for greater efforts to 
be made for the creation of new jobs, the fight against the brain drain and to further social 
cohesion; this must include all social and minority groups, especially the Roma;

9. expressed concerns about the trade and the current account deficits, which remain large, 
reflecting weak production and export capacity; welcomed recent progress particularly 
concerning the future introduction of value-added tax (VAT), welcomed the fact that the 
structural reform continues with the greatest progress observed in the management of 
public finances and the financial sector. However, the Delegations called on the 
authorities to drive forward the privatisation of large state-owned companies in order to 
give the private sector chance to boost domestically driven growth;
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10. urged the authorities to address the following issues without delay: the establishment of a 
statistical system – whereas noting that the first step has already been taken with the 
appointment of the Director of the Statistics Authority, and the setting up of the Statistical 
Council, and the establishment of a trade infrastructure (certification and conformity 
assessment capacities), which would allow BiH to exploit the EU's open market, and 
called for a greater investment in human capital; the newly established Indirect Taxation 
Authority must be capable of fully performing these tasks;

On EU Policies towards the Western Balkans

11. welcomed the co-ordinated and consolidated approach by the international community, 
and in particular that of the European Union in support of South Eastern Europe. This 
approach has become particularly visible in the establishment of the Stability Pact, which 
marked the initiation of a comprehensive long-term conflict prevention strategy for South 
Eastern Europe. Five years on, this move from ad-hoc interventions to a regional approach 
in addressing the problems of South Eastern Europe has been showing progress; the 
Delegations appreciated its threefold aim of stabilising the region, enhancing regional co-
operation and supporting the region on its path towards European and Euro-Atlantic 
integration; the Delegations shared the view that the ‘Stabilisation and Association 
Process’ in the Western Balkans, as enhanced in the Thessaloniki Agenda, constitutes an 
essential framework for the countries'  journey towards the EU; 

12. emphasised the fact that regional integration was an absolute necessity for further progress 
to be made on infrastructure, energy policy, trade and the development of national 
resources across all countries in the Western Balkans; the Delegations highlighted the fact 
that many of the systemic problems of the region can  only be addressed through regional 
co-operation, such as, the return of refugees on a large scale, attracting foreign direct 
investment,  fighting organised crime, which are only possible through international co-
operation, within the region as well as between the region and the EU; the Delegations 
also noted the successful April 2003 - April 2004 chairmanship of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina of the SEECP as an example of good regional cooperation;

13. underlined the fact that the region now had a clear European perspective; the Delegations 
looked forward to the new Commission following this commitment decisively by 
encouraging positive developments in the Western Balkans; the Delegations also 
welcomed the decision to give the new EU enlargement Commissioner a clear 
responsibility to deal with the Balkans, which was more than a formality;

On the EU military operation ALTHEA in Bosnia and Herzegovina

14. welcomed the conclusion of the General Affairs Council of 11 October 2004, which 
approved the Operational Plan for the EUFOR Operation 'Althea', the largest European 
Union - led military operation so far; supported its aim to sustain the long-term objective 
of a stable, viable, peaceful and multi-ethnic Bosnia and Herzegovina, co-operating 
peacefully with its neighbours and irreversibly on track towards EU membership;

15. were convinced that the 'Althea' operation would reinforce the EU's comprehensive 
approach towards Bosnia and Herzegovina and welcomed the statements to the effect that 
this action was intended to strengthen local policing capacity and the fight against 
organised crime, with a gradual handing-over of responsibility for security to the local 
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authorities; welcomed the intention to link military action with other aspects of the EU's 
role in Bosnia and Herzegovina, including policing, development and training; called for 
the Althea mission to undertake to abide by Community and international human rights 
legislation;

16. underlined the importance of a clear demarcation of responsibilities over the command 
chain between the EU force commander in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the EU 
operations commander (DSACEUR in SHAPE); 

17. underlined the need for further efforts in landmine clearance and in the rehabilitation of 
landmine victims in the region;

On the situation in Bosnia Herzegovina in the field of Justice and Home Affairs, with 
particular reference to the fight against organised crime and corruption and the co-
operation with the ICTY

18. noted that the security situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina has improved significantly 
since the end of the war in 1995, but that there are still a number of threats to security, 
which require attention, in particular those emanating from organised crime, such as 
trafficking in drugs and human beings, corruption, the combatting of which  remains 
among the biggest challenges; welcomed the EU CARDS financial allocations for 
capacity building in this respect;

19. welcomed progress achieved in fighting organised crime especially in the improvement of 
co-operation between the BiH public prosecutor, the police and the State Border Service; 
called for further efforts to be made to secure the full independence of the courts and the 
judges, and for further development towards a fully professional independent and reliable 
judicial system in BiH; in this context, the Delegations welcomed the establishment of the 
SIPA (State Investigation and Protection Agency) and of the State Intelligence Service, 
and expected these services to become fully operational in the near future;

20. welcomed the ongoing preparatory work on the establishment of a central authority at 
state level in the field of policing; expressed the hope that this vital step towards the self-
sufficiency of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be further developed;

21. took note of the External Relations Council meeting of 11 October 2004, which noted 
with deep concern the presentation by ICTY Chief Prosecutor Ms. Carla del Ponte, who 
emphasised the need for improvement in the level of co-operation with the Tribunal. 
Continued failure to co-operate fully and in a timely manner with the ICTY would 
seriously jeopardise further movement towards the EU;

22. took note of the BiH authorities' readiness to fully and effectively co-operate with the 
ICTY and called on Republika Srpska and especially on its government to take decisive 
steps to co-operate with the Tribunal of The Hague; the Delegations urged the EU's 
military and police forces as well as the civilian authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
collaborate closely in searching energetically for war criminals, bringing them to justice, 
and fighting against any threat of terrorism.

* * * 
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