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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Delegation for relations with the countries of South East Europe

ASSEMBLY OF THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
Delegation to the European Parliament

12th Interparliamentary Meeting

24-25 November 2005
Tirana

JOINT STATEMENT

by the Chairpersons of the Delegations

At the conclusion of the 12th European Parliament - Assembly of the Republic of Albania 
Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Tirana on 24 and 25 November 2005, the two 
delegations:

On the political situation in Albania and the conduct of the recent parliamentary elections :

1. welcomed the European Commission's Progress Report of 9 November 2005 stating that 
the overall political situation in Albania is improving, and in particular that the country is 
becoming more politically stable, although considerable challenges for improving the 
electoral system and governance remain; pointed out that, in order for the Parliament to focus 
more effectively on the reforms needed and on the European integration related legislation, 
the political dialogue should develop in a less problematic and confrontational atmosphere 
and take advantage of the new rules of procedure, the reduced number of parliamentary 
committees and the improved quality and transparency of the legislative activity offered by 
the Albanian Legal Reform; were pleased to note also that the parliamentary Standing 
Committee of Integration is continuing to play an important role in coordinating legislative 
efforts for supporting new strategies and monitoring progress in all areas; were pleased to 
note that the effectiveness of the Ministry of European Integration, which is maintaining a 
central role in the Albania European integration process, was improved through the launching 
of new strategies and the availability of a resources planning system, and hoped that the 
Ministry would be able to respond to the growing demand for co-ordination from the other 
Governmental departments; 

2. took a positive note of the progress made in the field of public administration, for the 
oversight, recruitment and training of the officials, as well as for improving the legal 
framework related there to, but recommended to continue sustained efforts to restrict political 
appointments at really appropriate levels, to avoid political involvement in the daily activities 
of the administration and to reduce political interference in recruitment, to work out better 
career structures and improve salaries, as well as to introduce mechanisms for  performance 
management and assessment; encouraged the Albanian Parliament to proceed without delay to 
the discussion and approval of the amendments to the Civil Service Law which are intended 
to also cover the officials of the local government bodies and prefectures; expressed the view 
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that current dismissals and replacements in the administration, following the taking office of a 
new Government, should not be dictated by a purely partisan logic and should avoid wasting 
confirmed professionalism;

3. expressed concern for the fact that corruption remains a serious problem in Albania and 
that, despite the efforts deployed and the constructive discussion on a new legislation for 
lifting deputies immunity, tangible results remain limited; in particular, recalled that 
implementation of ratified international conventions requires timely new legislation, that the 
law on prevention of conflicts of interest in the exercise of public functions does not cover 
various types of potential conflicts of interest, that the Action Plan on the prevention and fight 
against corruption does not reach beyond central public administration  and that public 
authorities' behaviour is not yet fully transparent towards the media and the public; 
encouraged the relevant Albanian authorities to tackle these points and also to resolutely act 
to increase the autonomy of the police and of the Public Procurement Agency;

4. recalled Albania's important commitments in the field of human rights, since the country is 
part of the most important international conventions on the issue and strongly invited the 
relevant authorities to do all their utmost to avoid that de facto impunity prevails for those law 
enforcement personnel who would excessively use force or commit acts of torture or ill 
treatment; recalled that conditions in prisons and detention centres are poor and asked for 
appropriate legal safeguards to be introduced in legislation and administrative practice in 
favour of persons detained by the police; urged the competent authorities to come up with 
new strategies against violence on women and children, including violence perpetrated in 
family, schools or other public institutes and welcomed the ongoing discussion in Parliament 
on the law against domestic violence; recalled the need of increased efforts to help children 
who are obliged to work to exercise their economic and social rights;

5. regretted to note that Commission's evaluation on the freedom and professionalism of the 
media is not satisfactory;

6. took note of the OSCE-ODIHR final report on the 2005 parliamentary elections, which 
were meant to  be an important test of how Albania has progressed towards meeting European 
standards and expressed concern at the statement that elections complied only in part with 
OSCE commitments and other international standards for democratic elections, although they 
marked some progress for Albania; expressed particular concern for political parties' 
implementation of electoral strategies to maximise electoral gains, which in the end 
undermined the constitutional objective of proportionality of the electoral system and forced it 
with abuses, and for the still incomplete accuracy of voters' lists; encouraged the Albanian 
authorities to follow OSCE-ODIHR's final report's recommendations, in particular those 
addressed to political parties to increase their responsibility, their respect for citizen's civil and 
political rights, and the transparency of their financial expenditures, and those related to 
voters' registration and identification, which are mainly concentrated on accuracy of the civil 
registers and on the development of a system of addresses for buildings and other real estate 
properties;

7. took the view that a further reform of the electoral system is required, in particular to 
guarantee fair representation in Parliament of the political forces supported by the Albanian 
citizens and to prevent the existing practices of tactic voting;
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On the reform of the judiciary

8. were pleased to note that the Commission's Progress Report states that Albania has made 
progress towards improving the functioning of the judiciary, especially in the sectors of 
organisation, training, functioning of the High Council of Justice, structures for juvenile 
justice and new tools for facilitating the seizure of the proceeds of crime, in the framework of 
the "anti-mafia" legislation; 

9. stressed that Albania's record of implementation and enforcement of judicial decisions 
remains weak, if not alarming in certain situations; took the view that all efforts should be 
taken to increase the degree of enforcement and that judicial independence should be 
strengthened, not only through objective rules for the transparent assignment of cases to 
judges but also through an improvement of remunerations of the judges and other staff, 
together, for the latter, with job security; recommended to continue to develop a legal 
framework for witness protection;

10. stressed that efforts are still needed to ensure full access by all citizens to the courts and to 
upgrade the overall effective functioning of the judicial system and co-operation between 
prosecutors, the National Information Service and the police; expressed the wish that 
proposals of reform and plans to change the prosecution scheme take into account  
Commission's recommendations; noted that also judicial infrastructure remains deficient and 
plans to upgrade it could be frustrated by unavailability of financial resources;

On the fight against organised crime, the improvement of the professionalism of the police 
forces and the blood feud phenomenon:

11. noted with satisfaction that a certain reduction in crime levels has been observed and 
progress has been made in combating money laundering, smuggling and trafficking in human 
beings (notably across the Adriatic), and that Albania has shown willingness to conclude 
readmission agreements with the  EU, EU Member States and third countries; nevertheless, 
underlined that Albanian relevant institutions should increase their efforts in addressing firmly 
the issue of  trafficked children, drug trafficking and other illegal trafficking, as well as in 
tackling very firmly the phenomenon of possible involvement of police officials in such 
trafficking and the possible practice of torture by the police;

12. stressed that the fight against organised crime is a crucial area where substantial progress 
has begun, for example in the field of border control and travel documents, as well as through 
some enhancement of the effectiveness of the police and urged Albania to improve inter-
agency co-operation and continue to enforce the rule of law in a fair and equitable manner, 
throughout its territory and in close co-operation with its regional, EU and international 
partners; praised Albania's positive contribution in regional judicial co-operation in the fight 
against organised crime and called in particular on Southeast European countries to continue 
working together in the fight against organised crime and trafficking in human beings, drugs 
and arms by means of sharing information and co-operation of police forces of the region;

13. recalled that the blood feud, which not only results in murders and other serious penal 
infringements but also constraints thousands of people, including women and children, in 
their homes, depriving them of the most elementary human rights,  freedom of movement and 
education just being examples, is favoured by weakness and corruption in some of the most 
important State structures, above all the judiciary; stressed that the blood feud is a criminal 
practise, which has to be fought by means of implementation and improvement  of the 
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existing  laws, and namely the provisions of the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Law; 
looked with interest and appreciation at the activities of the National Committee on 
Reconciliation and the intermediation work of many volunteers in the field and encouraged 
them to carry on their action in liaison with the competent authorities;

On property restitution

14. recalled that property protection and property restitution are major issues on Albania's 
way towards the signature of a SAA with the European Union; regretted that the matter of 
property restitution and compensation has often been politicised and instrumentalised for 
undue goals, and that the political factor has seriously damaged the chances to bring at least a 
solution according to the rule of law and to economic sustainability to the numerous situations 
pending; recalled that property security is fundamental also from the point of view of building 
a sound business environment; on the other hand, stressed that property rights and 
privatisations in kind in touristic zones should be treated carefully and take into account the 
needs of environmental protection; 

15. considered the Law on Restitution and Compensation of Property, as well as the Law on 
Valuation Methodology for Compensation of Property as an important step forward but urged 
the Albanian authorities to implement them; in the case of amendment, the experience of 
other European countries should be taken into consideration; urged also the Albanian 
authorities to carry out an accurate exercise of property registration, with a particular view to 
the fight against abuses in the property sector;

On the economic situation in Albania

16. welcomed positive macro-economic developments and the fact that the Commission 
considers the Albanian economy as one characterised to a certain extent by the principles of a 
functioning market;

17. were pleased that an increasing number of working visa and short term Schengen visa are 
issued for Albanian citizens from neighbouring countries such as Greece and Italy, and
expressed the hope that more and more Albanians will prefer regular situations and 
harmonious integration to illegal emigration abroad; in respect of the signature of the 
readmission agreement between Albania and the EU, which should be soon ratified by the 
Albanian Parliament, asked the EU Member States to further facilitate the visa issuing process 
for the Albanian citizens who wish to travel to EU States for lawful purposes;

18. expressed concern that the Albanian informal economy remains an unfair competitor in 
the market and that the business environment is not as attractive for investment as it could be, 
mainly because of weak infrastructure, poor legislation and weak implementation of laws in 
general and tax legislation in particular; called on the relevant players to make up for the lost 
time in the privatisation of large enterprises;

On EU- Albania relations: the negotiations for a Stabilisation and Association Agreement 
and the new proposed Commission's strategy for enlargement
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19. welcomed the Commission's Communication of 9 November last on enlargement strategy, 
especially on the point where it reports that Albania has made sufficient progress in the 
development of the legislative and institutional framework and the administrative capacity 
required for the proper implementation of the future agreement, which paves the way for the 
conclusion of negotiations;  fully supported Albania's ambitious objective to sign in a few 
months the Stabilisation and Association Agreement with the EU, and were convinced  that 
the latter will continue to give Albania considerable concrete assistance to make the necessary 
reforms;

20. recognising the difficulties of a vulnerable country, still in transition and after many years 
of isolation, urged Albania to substantially accelerate the pace of its reforms also with a view 
to SAA future implementation and further preparation for integration into the EU, consistently 
with the priorities identified in the European Partnership; according to the Commission, in 
fact, proper implementation of the Agreement is the best basis on which to assess a country's 
readiness to move to the next phase of candidate status and then to EU accession negotiations.

* * *
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