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1. INTRODUCTION
The current Emergency aid reserve (EAR) is foreseen in the Interinstitutional Agreement (IIA) on 
budget discipline of 06/05/1999. The purpose of the emergency aid reserve is to provide a rapid 
response to the specific aid requirements of non-member countries following events which could 
not be foreseen when the budget was established, first and foremost for humanitarian operations.1

The purpose and scope of the EAR from 2007 onwards is described in section 3 below.

The Humanitarian aid instrument in the new FP 2007-2013 has been earlier described in Fiche 
No. 39 presented on 10 November 2004.

The current mechanism for mobilization of reinforcement will be applied also from 2007 
onwards:

When the Commission considers that the EAR needs to be called on, it will present a proposal for 
a corresponding transfer to the two arms of the budgetary authority. 

At the same time as it presents its proposal for a transfer, the Commission will initiate a trialogue
procedure, if necessary in a simplified form, to secure the agreement of the two arms of the 
budgetary authority on the need to use the reserve and on the amount required. The transfers are 
made in accordance with Article 26 of the Financial Regulation.

2. UTILISATION RATE
The utilisation of the EAR from the year 2000 onwards can be demonstrated by the following 
statistics:

  
1 The purpose of the EAR was extended also to cover civil crisis management by a joint declaration of EP-CL and 

COM on 19th July 2002 (1st reading of budget 2003), although without formal integration into the text of the 
IIA
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Commitments Payments
Ceiling Mobilized % Mobilized

2000 203 180 88,7 180
2001 208 50 24,0 40
2002 213 174 81,7 33
2003 217 115 53,0 79
2004 221 0 0 0
2005 223 100 44,8 100
2006 227

The reinforcements from the EAR have been requested in order to mainly reinforce the 
Humanitarian aid budget line in order to be able to respond to unforeseen needs exceeding the 
capacity of the annual Humanitarian aid budget (budget article 23 02 01).
The latest major reinforcements requested were 79 m€ in 2003 in order to provide Emergency aid 
to Iraq and the reinforcement of 100 m€ for humanitarian aid to the victims of the Asia Tsunami 
that was authorised by the Budget Authority in January 2005.

3. ROLE IN THE NEW FINANCIAL PERSPECTIVES 2007-2013
The continuation of the EAR is foreseen in the Proposal for renewal of the Interinstitutional 
agreement on budgetary discipline and improvement of the budgetary procedure (COM 
(2004)498 of 14.7.2004), where point 24 is worded as follows:
“The EAR is included in Heading 4 ‘the EU as global partner’ of the financial framework. This 
reserve is entered in the general budget of the European Communities as a provision. The purpose 
of the emergency aid reserve is to provide a rapid response to the specific aid requirements of 
non-member countries following events which could not be foreseen when the budget was 
established, first and foremost for humanitarian operations, but also for civil crisis management 
and protection where circumstances so require. Its annual amount is fixed at 221 m€ for the 
duration of the financial framework, in 2004 constant prices.”

The current procedure for mobilisation of funds will continue to be applied from 2007 onwards.


