
– Petition 0081/2007 by Barbara Fischer (German), on the ban imposed by 
the German child and youth welfare office (Jugendamt) on access to her 
daughter

The petitioner moved in 1986 to Aurich/Ostfriesland with her then eight-month old 
daughter where her health was completely undermined in the course of a few years as 
a result of serious pollution from a nearby incineration plant for the processing of e.g. 
engine oil and plastics. Her daughter was subsequently placed with a foster family 
and, when the petitioner applied in 1994 to have her daughter back at home, the child 
and youth welfare office banned this on the grounds that the petitioner who was at the 
time once again working as a teacher was 'incurably mentally ill' and 'unfit to be a 
parent'. Despite several indications by the petitioner's daughter that she wishes to live 
together with her mother, the youth and child welfare office has refused its consent 
with the result that that daughter as a consequence of growing up in a foster family 
where sexual abuse and drug abuse were a frequent feature has been unable to 
complete her schooling. The petitioner, who believes that this phenomenon is not only 
in breach of the European Human Rights Convention, but also an infringement of  EU 
principles on respect for fundamental rights and children's rights, is therefore asking 
Parliament to intervene. 

Information

– A long series of petitions concerning the German child and youth welfare office 
(Jugendamt) has already been submitted. These petitions that primarily concern 
discrimination against Polish-speaking people were dealt with as indicated 
below. 

Recommendations

– declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;
– take together with the other petitions on the same subject.

– Petition 0127/2007 by Erhard Wick (German) on arbitrary measures 
taken by the German child and youth welfare office (Jugendamt)

The petitioner complains of the measures taken by the German child and youth 
welfare office (Jugendamt) in a specific custody case at which he was a witness. In 
the case at issue, the decision by the Jugendamt meant that two children, one of whom 
is handicapped, and whose custody had originally been awarded to the father, were 
transferred to the care of their mother. In the petitioner’s opinion, she is incapable of 
assuming the responsibilities of bringing up a handicapped child, who now faces 
being placed in a children’s home. He calls on the European Parliament to have the 
Jugendamt abolished, since he considers that it continually commits serious 
infringements of the European Convention on Human Rights and the EU's principles 
of respect for fundamental rights and the rights of children.



Information

– A large number of petitions have already been submitted on the German child 
and youth welfare office (Jugendamt), most recently Petition 0081/2007, which 
was dealt with as set out below.

– In fact this petition refers to the same family and circumstances as in Petition 
0128/2007, in which the petitioner is the father concerned.

Recommendations

– declare admissible;
– inform petitioner that his petition will be attached to the file on Petition 128/2007 

and treated as a letter in support of that petition;
– close.

– Petition 0128/2007 by Thomas Porombka (German) on  arbitrary 
measures taken by the German child and youth welfare office 
(Jugendamt)

The petitioner complains of the measures taken by the German child and youth 
welfare office (Jugendamt) in the case concerning custody of his two children, one of 
whom is mentally and physically handicapped. Originally the petitioner had been 
awarded custody of the children, but after the intervention of the Jugendamt, custody 
was transferred to the children’s mother. In the petitioner’s opinion, she is incapable 
of assuming the responsibilities of bringing up a seriously handicapped child, who 
often gets into life-threatening situations. Since he considers that the Jugendamt 
continually commits infringements of the European Convention on Human Rights and 
the EU’s principles of respect for fundamental rights and the rights of the child, he 
calls on the European Parliament to intervene. 

Information

– A long series of petitions have already been submitted on the German child and 
youth welfare office (Jugendamt), most recently petition 0127/2007, which 
concerned the same set of facts as this petition.

Recommendations

– declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;
– treat together with the other petitions on the same subject.



– Petition 0151/2007 by Petra Heller (German), on arbitrary measures by 
the German child and youth welfare office (Jugendamt)

The petitioner complains at the measures taken by the German child and youth 
welfare office (Jugendamt) in the case of her son. While pregnant, the petitioner was 
bitten by a tick and infected with borreliosis, which affected her central nervous 
system (neuroborreliosis). After the birth it became clear that her son had been 
infected with borreliosis in the womb. In 2004 the Jugendamt intervened and forcibly 
removed her son on the grounds that she was neither physically nor mentally in a 
condition to assume the responsibilities of bringing up a sick child, and her son was 
subsequently placed in an institution. The Jugendamt has since informed the petitioner 
that custody of her son will be transferred to his father by means of a court order. The 
petitioner also states that phone calls to her son can only take place in the presence of 
a representative of the Jugendamt. She considers that the Jugendamt in this case is 
guilty of a gross violation of the European Convention on Human Rights and the EU’s 
principles of respect for fundamental rights and the rights of the child, and calls on the 
European Parliament to intervene.

Information

– A long list of petitions has already been submitted on the German child and 
youth welfare office (Jugendamt), most recently petition 0128/2007, which was 
dealt with as set out below.

Recommendations

– declare admissible;
– ask the Commission for information;
– consider with other petitions on the same subject.


