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« We have been able to see that a lot of progress has been made in Cambodia over the past 
few years, although the situation is still fragile » These are the words of Marc Tarabella, 
Leader of the European Parliament Evaluation Mission at the conclusion of their stay in the 
Kingdom of Cambodia.
On January 19 2006, the European Parliament, concerned about recent events in Cambodia, 
passed a resolution charging six members of various political groups with a mission to 
evaluate the human rights situation in Cambodia. 

From April 18 to 24, the group held more than 40 meetings with a broad range of 
representatives of Cambodian society, including the Prime Minister, numerous members of 
the government, the leaders of FUNCINPEC and the Sam Rainsy Party, the Supreme Council 
of the Magistracy, representatives of the trade unions, the media, human rights organizations, 
NGOs, the diplomatic corps and UN agencies.
The delegation was able to conduct all its talks as it wished without any kind of restrictions, 
and in a spirit of dialogue and outstanding cooperation.
First and foremost, the Members of the European Parliament were able to understand fully the 
devastating effects of Cambodia’s recent history, which deprived the country of much of its 
human capital and destroyed its administrative structures. They therefore support the creation 
of the Khmer Rouge Tribunal.
The leader of the delegation emphasized that “great efforts have been made by the Cambodian 
government, the trend is positive despite the troubles observed in recent months. We have 
however identified major deficiencies which are seriously disrupting the functioning of 
Cambodia’s institutions.”
The separation of powers between executive, legislature and judiciary, which is of 
fundamental importance to the rule of law, is not being observed: « The independence and 
integrity of the judicial system is not guaranteed in Cambodia. »

« It is important to speed up the process of reform of the judiciary. The finalization, adoption 
and implementation of the eight key laws, which the international community called for as 
long ago as 2004, must take place in 2007.»
« The Council of Ministers’ decision on April 21 to table an amendment to Article 63 of 
UNTAC’s 1992 Penal Code in order to decriminalize defamation of character, is a very 
positive step » in the view of the members.
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The European Parliament is also alarmed at the apparently widespread practice of corruption 
in various forms at all levels of Cambodian society, which is seriously holding up the 
country’s socio-economic development. It therefore urges the government of Cambodia to
take all necessary measures to put an end to the misuse of state property and the country’s 
natural resources. It is also concerned about the many land-rights disputes and the 
expropriation of peasants’ land for concessions to private interests. The delegation was 
informed about this phenomenon in most of its meetings.

« We therefore call for the 2001 Land Ownership Act and the Anti-Corruption Act now in 
process to be applied as soon as possible by bodies that are free of any political pressure. » 
the members stated.
On freedom of expression and the media, they had this to say: « Radio stations and the press 
seem to enjoy real freedom of expression, although there is still room for improvement, 
particularly with regard to the financial independence of newspapers.
The government must engage in constructive dialogue with the international community in 
order to safeguard and improve basic rights, including freedom of association and the right 
to criticize the government. » 
The European Parliament recalls that these rights are universal values and form an essential 
part of the Cooperation Agreement between the European Community and the Kingdom of 
Cambodia.

The other major issues raised by the delegation included the trafficking of women and 
children in a climate of violence, corruption and impunity. Members called for immediate 
action, at both domestic and international levels.
In conclusion, the leader of the delegation expressed satisfaction that « following a European 
Parliament request, talks are to open on the formation of a joint European Commission-Royal 
Government of Cambodia working party on the development of institutions, administrative 
reform, good governance and human rights »
The European Union Interparliamentary Delegation for Relations with the ASEAN Countries, 
of which the MEPs taking part in this mission are all members, will monitor the situation very 
closely. In particular, it will organize regular hearings to see what progress has been made.


