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lundi, 19 juin 2006, de 15:00 à 18:30, Bruxelles

HEURE DES QUESTIONS A LA COMMISSION 

1. Western Sahara (tabled by Mrs Cecilia Malmström)

In light of the discussion on the fishing agreement with Morocco, certain concerns 
about Western Sahara were raised by quite a number of MEPs, fearing the agreement 
was a breach of international law. We were assured that the Commission would 
monitor the situation and make sure that this would not mean that the EU recognized 
the occupation of Morocco. 
Western Sahara is the last colony in Africa, occupied by Morocco since 1975. The 
proposals by the UN to have a referendum have not been accepted by Morocco and 
everything suggests that the so called Baker plan is dead and that the United Nation 
will not engage further in the conflict in the near future. At the same time there have 
been recent reports of violations of human rights towards the Sahrawi people. 
European delegations have been refused to visit the occupied territories.

What initiatives is the Commission planning to take to come out of this deadlock and 
to make sure that the human rights of the Western Sahrawis are protected? 

Can the Commission consider sending a delegation to visit the occupied territories 
and engage in a dialogue with both sides? 

2. Iraq (tabled by Mrs Liz Lynne)

In its March 2006 publication (E/2006/470 - C(2006)864) detailing the 2006 Iraq 
Assistance Program, the Commission stated that one of its medium term goals is to 
"gradually" focus on human rights in Iraq.  The report later cites a UNHCR statement 
which notes that the situation for non-Muslim minority religious groups in Iraq has 
considerably worsened since 2003.

In view of the increasing discrimination toward minority religious groups such as the 
Mandaean people who face involuntary displacement and personal attacks, 

(a) what proposals would the Commission put forward to address their deteriorating 
situation in the immediate future?
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(b) what options does the EU have to ensure that, when necessary, these uprooted 
individuals are settled safely in other countries?

3. Russia (tabled by Mr Milan Horáček)

Was können Sie uns zu Menschenrechtsverletzungen in der Russischen Föderation 
sagen, und wie bewerten Sie unter diesem Aspekt die Lage der Gefangenen in 
Russland, vor allem in Hinblick auf die Situation der Häftlinge Platon Lebedew und 
Michael Chodorkowski?

4. Syria - Kamal al-Labwani (tabled by Mrs  Feleknas Uca)

Der Mitbegründer der Demokratiebewegung "Damascus Spring" in Syrien, Kamal al-
Labwani, wurde am 8. November 2005 am Flughafen von Damaskus verhaftet und 
sitzt seitdem im Gefängnis in Syrien. Zuvor hatte Kamal al-Labwani  
Menschenrechtsgruppen und Politiker in Europa und den USA besucht und sich mit 
ihnen über die Menschenrechtssituation in Syrien ausgetauscht. Berichten zufolge 
wird ihm vorgeworfen, ein anderes Land aufgefordert zu haben, Syrien zu besetzen, 
worauf in Syrien langjährige Haftstrafen stehen.
Von 2001-2004 war Kamal al-Labwani bereits einmal für sein politisches 
Engagement inhaftiert. Er tritt für demokratische Reformen und ein 
Mehrparteiensystem in Syrien ein. 

Wie gedenkt die Kommission, auf die Freilassung von Kamal-al-Labwani 
hinzuwirken, und welche Strategie verfolgt die EU-Kommission gegenüber Syrien in 
Menschenrechtsfragen?

5. Aung San Suu Kyi (tabled by Mr Simon Coveney)

Given that today (June 19th) is imprisoned Burmese democracy activist Aung San 
Suu Kyi's birthday, what kind of pressure has the Commission been exerting to 
encourage the military junta in Burma to release Suu Kyi and other imprisoned 
political activists? 

What efforts has the Commission been making to seek UN Security Council (UNSC) 
referral of Burma? 

Has the Commission had any dialogue with Japan following its decision to side with 
Russia and China on refusing to put Burma on the UNSC agenda?

6. Violence against women and girls in Africa (tabled by Mrs Elena Valenciano)

The African Child Policy Forum has announced a research that shows nine out of ten 
girls in East Africa are abused by the people they are supposed to trust the most. This 
study conducted in three countries shows that in Kenya, 99 per cent of the girls 
surveyed had experienced physical abuse, with Uganda close behind at 94.2 per cent. 
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Ethiopia, although at 84 per cent, had the highest rate of violent acts against girls
under five years old.

In addition to the three-country survey a report called "Born to High Risk: 
Violence against Girls in Africa" looks at the magnitude of
violence in Africa and highlights some disturbing information
collected by several organizations. 

In Mali, 65.4 per cent of girls are married before they reach the age of 18.
Approximately 1000 girls aged between 14 and 24 are trafficked from
Mozambique to work as prostitutes in South Africa each year.
In Angola, up to 30,000 girls were abducted by armed forces during its
civil war. In Nigeria, 85 per cent of girl domestic workers have been coerced
into sexual intercourse with their male employers.

In the light of these facts, the European Union must implement programs that focus 
directly in the international effort to promote policy changes toward
violence against girls. 

Could the Commission inform us about programs and initiatives to fight violence 
against girls and women in Africa? 

Which measures and funds are allocated to this issue? 

Is there any intention to introduce a specific initiative to fight violence against women 
and girls in the new human rights instrument?


