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− recognises the importance of the forthcoming UN High-Level Dialogue on International 

Migration and Development and the need for an EU common position that integrates the 

development aspects of migration in a coherent manner; 

− calls for discussions to be taken forward on the Commission's Policy Plan on Legal 

Migration. 

 

9. The European Council calls for the implementation of the action plans agreed under the EU 

Counter Terrorism Strategy, including the strategy against radicalisation and recruitment, to 

be accelerated. Work must also be speeded up on the protection of critical infrastructure. The 

European Council awaits the Commission's first programme in this connection as well as 

concrete proposals on detection technologies. The Council and the Commission are also 

invited to develop measures to combat the misuse of the internet for terrorist purposes while 

respecting fundamental rights and principles. 

 

10. In the context of the review of the Hague Programme, the European Council calls upon the 

incoming Finnish Presidency to explore, in close collaboration with the Commission, the 

possibilities of improving decision-making and action in the area of Freedom, Security and 

Justice on the basis of existing treaties. 

 

11. Taking note of the progress achieved on the setting up of the European Union Agency for 

Fundamental Rights, the European Council calls for the necessary steps to be taken as soon 

as possible, so that the Agency is up and running as from 1 January 2007. 

 

12. Improving the Union's responsiveness to emergencies, crises and disasters inside and 

outside the Union remains a political imperative. When such emergencies occur, citizens 

rightly expect a swift and effective response. While Member States are responsible for 

managing emergencies on their territory or assisting their citizens abroad, the European Union 

can, in a spirit of active solidarity, play a role by coordinating a political response and by 

helping to organise and coordinate available assets when requested to do so. 
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13. The European Council endorses the Presidency report on "Reinforcing the Union's emergency 

and crisis response capacities" (10551/06) which sets out the many practical steps and 

decisions taken to improve coordination and delivery of available assets; to get assistance 

quickly where it is needed; and to provide more effective consular protection to EU citizens in 

third countries. Furthermore, the European Council welcomes the report submitted by 

Michel Barnier in May 2006 as an important contribution to the debate.  

 

14. Building on work carried out under the Austrian Presidency, particular attention must now be 

given to: 

 

− further developing the European Union's rapid response capability based on means that 

Member States make available, including civil protection modules, which should be 

identified and coordinated in order to make this response efficient and capable of 

ensuring a high level of protection for the European citizen; 

− rapid implementation of agreed steps and decisions taken as set out in the Presidency 

report. These include the EU Emergency and Crisis Coordination Arrangements, which 

set up an ad hoc Crisis Steering Group in Brussels and should be operational as of 

1 July 2006, and the recommendations by the Secretary-General/High Representative 

pertaining to the identification  and coordination of Member States' military transport 

assets in support of disaster response; 

− exercising these procedures and capabilities and learning lessons from these exercises 

and actual operational experience to improve disaster response; 

− work on the Commission's proposals on reinforcing the Community's civil protection 

capabilities has been brought forward ambitiously during the Austrian Presidency.  The 

Council should work for adoption of the necessary legal provisions by the end of the 

year.  

− closer consular cooperation among EU Member States, including mutual consular 

assistance points in pre-identified regions. To this end, a joint report by the 

Secretary-General/High Representative and the Commission is requested in the second 

half of 2006. 
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15. The Council is invited to take work forward on the basis of the suggestions contained in the 

Presidency report, building on further input from the Commission and the 

Secretary-General/High Representative. The incoming Presidency will report to the 

December 2006 European Council on progress achieved across the board.  

 

(b) Promoting the European way of life in a globalised world 

 

16. The European Council took stock of progress in several of the areas discussed at Hampton 

Court and at the last Spring European Council, aimed at promoting the European way of life 

in the face of globalisation and demographic trends. 

 

17. Sustainable development means meeting the needs of the present generation without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It is a fundamental 

objective of the European Union. Sustainable development is about safeguarding the earth's 

capacity to support life in all its diversity. It is based on democracy, gender equality, 

solidarity, the rule of law and respect for fundamental rights. While positive achievements 

have been made since the Gothenburg European Council, many challenges remain. The 

European Council therefore adopts an ambitious and comprehensive renewed EU Strategy for 

Sustainable Development (10117/06). The implementation of this Strategy will be closely 

monitored and followed up by the European Council on a regular basis.  

 

18. The European Council takes note of the Commission's Green Paper on a future Maritime 

Policy for the Union and welcomes the launching of a broad debate with a view to the 

proposals the Commission is expected to present in Autumn 2007. 

 


