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The meeting opened at 17.30 with Mr. PAPASTAMKOS in the chair. Mr. PAPASTAMKOS expressed 
the hope that all speakers would use the acronym FYROM, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the 
denomination decided by the UN and EU. 

1.
The draft agenda was adopted.

2.
The minutes were approved.

With a view to the 2nd meeting of the EU-former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia JPC on 5-6 
December 2005 in Brussels

3.
As the Chair gave the floor to the Ambassador, Sasko STEFKOV of the Mission of the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia to the EU, a heated debate on the name issue broke out. The Chair once again 
requested that the denomination former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) should be used by all 
participants of the meeting in order to be in line with the decisions of the UN and the EU. As other names 
were used both by members and by the Ambassador, the Chair repeatedly called the meeting to order, 
insisting that only the name former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia/FYROM be used.

Some members claimed that their liberty of speech was being violated by the Chair and that the Chair had 
gone too far when continuously intervening on this matter. Some also expressed a wish to raise this question 
within the bodies of the EP, especially in the light of the forthcoming EU-former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia JPC meeting on 5-6 December.

The following spoke on the name issue:
Mrs. BEER, Mr. DIMITRAKOPOULOS, Vice chairman Mr. HEGYI, Mrs. HONEYBALL, Mr. KACIN, Mr. 
KARATZAFERIS and Mr. KUSSTATSCHER.

Following this debate, Ambassador STEFKOV continued his presentation on EU-former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia relations without any further incident taking place.

The Ambassador briefed the meeting on the reforms taking place in his country, the areas where progress 
had been made and the ones that still needed improvement, such as the fight against corruption and reforms 
of the judiciary. He expressed satisfaction with the cooperation between the EU and his country in all these 
areas. The only exception to this fruitful cooperation being the lack of progress made in visa facilitation. 
However, Commissioner Franco Frattini had recently announced the intention to open talks on this issue.

The Chair thanked the Ambassador for his intervention but expressed disappointment that he had not used 
the acronym FYROM but other names.

Mr Etienne DE-PERIER, representing the Commission briefed the meeting on the relations between the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and the EU, from the European Commission's point of view.

Mr De-Perier presented the Commission Opinion on the application from the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia for membership of the European Union, published on 9 November. The Commission
commended the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia on its capacity to adapt to the acquis but stressed 
that improvement was needed in a number of areas such as the rule of law and the fight against corruption.
He pointed out that the next parliamentary elections would be a key to future progress towards EU 
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membership. Finally, it was the Commission's hope that the recommendation to grant the country candidate 
status would be taken on board by the Council at the European Summit in December. 

4. 
The Chair presented the draft programme and the draft JPC agenda. 

A draft Final JPC Statement was being elaborated by the Co-Chairs. As soon as the draft statement had been
finalised, it would be distributed to members. The draft statement would be considered and voted on at the JPC 
meeting.

Members who were interested in being first speakers on items 4 to 8 on the JPC agenda were asked to indicate
their interest to the secretariat.  

Vice-chair Mr. HEGYI informed the Chair and the JPC secretariat that it was very unfortunate that the JPC 
meeting on 5-6 December coincided with the EP delegation to South-East Europe's trip to Belgrade and 
Podgorica on 4-7 December as this could prohibit some members to attend. He expressed the hope that this 
type of overlapping could be avoided in the future.

5.
No other business.

6.
The next EU-Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia JPC meeting was scheduled to take place on 5-6 
December 2005.

 
*

*   *

The meeting closed at 18.30
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