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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. considers that the option of GM free food represents a key element in the multi-functional 
European agriculture; 

2. acknowledges that the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the United Nations Convention 
on Biological Diversity, which is based on the precautionary principle, constitutes the 
right forum for addressing implications for transboundary movement of GMOs;

3. considers that the ruling of the WTO on GMOs does not question the right of countries to 
adopt strict biosafety legislation; nor imply the need for any changes to the current EU 
regulatory framework for GMOs;

4. calls on the European Commission and member state governments to further prioritise the 
transfer of technology and know-how in order to enable poorer countries to use their 
rights under the Cartagena Protocol to control the import and release of GMOs; and 
encourages third world countries to continue the development and implementation of 
national frameworks on biosafety; 

5. regrets the efforts made by some countries and the biotech industry to intimidate 
developing countries in order to prevent them from regulating the marketing of GMOs, 
also criticizes the aggressive dumping of GM food in third world countries and stresses 
the need of food security in these countries;

6. condemns biopiracy in developing countries by western economic interests and recalls 
that the TRIPSs agreement allows WTO members in particular to exclude from patenting 
plants and animals other than micro-organism; 

7. urges the international community to swiftly conclude alternative methods of recognizing 
and protecting the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous people 
and farming communities;

8. regrets the concentration of the development of GM crops in the hands of a small number 
of transnational corporations; calls for democratic control of genetic resources and 
adequate research;

9. regrets the imbalance between Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) and the
trade rules of the WTO; supports an international system where the WTO trade rules do 
not take precedence over MEAs.


