
PA\621203EN.doc PE 374.166v02-00

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 «

«««

«
«
«««

«
«

« 2009

Committee on International Trade

PROVISIONAL
2006/2082(INI)

22.6.2006

DRAFT OPINION
of the Committee on International Trade

for the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

on a strategy on biomass and biofuels
(2006/2082(INI))

Draftsman: Jean-Pierre Audy



PE 374.166v02-00 2/4 PA\621203EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



PA\621203EN.doc 3/4 PE 374.166v02-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Notes that the EU is lagging seriously behind with regard to biofuels, which are a crucial 
element of international trade;

2. Underlines the decisive contribution that a genuine strategy to promote biofuels can make 
in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, developing new opportunities via the industrial 
processing of agricultural products and sugar products in particular, reducing the EU’s 
energy dependency and stimulating growth and employment;

3. Considers that in order to achieve these objectives, the time has come to put in place a 
policy to develop a European biofuel industry and increase the use of such products in the 
EU;

4. Underlines that among the necessary preconditions for developing a strong and dynamic 
European biofuels industry, it seems to be essential to establish an appropriate and 
consistent trade and customs framework;

5. Considers that an acceptable rate of penetration of bioethanol imports into the EU should 
be established, to fit in with the gradual development of sufficient Community production 
to satisfy a reasonable proportion of internal consumption, and that trade and customs 
policy should be compatible with keeping to this rate;

6. Stresses the need for bioethanol to be treated as a ‘sensitive product’ in the context of 
negotiations on access to the agriculture market at the WTO, and for it to be excluded 
from the application of the tariff reduction formulae that are envisaged;

7. Calls on the Commission to reject very firmly any proposal, in the context of WTO 
negotiations on trade and the environment, to include bioethanol on a list of 
‘environmental products’ which may be subject to removal or reduction of customs duties;

8. Calls on the Commission to resist demands for preferential access to the Community 
market in bioethanol by our partners in Mercosur during the EU’s biregional negotiations 
with that zone; considers that, whatever the results of the Doha Round, these countries 
should not be able to obtain more in these negotiations than would have been granted at 
the WTO for this type of product;

9. Considers that the application of the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) and GSP+ 
should under no circumstances favour the more competitive bioethanol-producing 
countries, and calls on the Commission to implement the appropriate graduation 
mechanisms whenever necessary;

10. Calls on the Commission seriously to examine the possibility of establishing a specific 
tariff position or subposition for bioethanol and bioethanol-based products in the 
Combined Nomenclature, to gain a better understanding of the real statistics on imports;
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11. Encourages the Commission and the Member States to exercise particular vigilance 
concerning attempted fraud or avoidance of customs duty on bioethanol, ensuring in 
particular compliance with the rules of origin and tariff classification and preventing 
abuses of some suspensive customs procedures;

12. Invites the Commission to submit before 1 April 2007 a report on bioethanol production 
and export conditions in the main producing countries outside the EU, so that Parliament 
can assess the fairness of competition between Community production and imports from 
these countries; calls for this report to focus on subsidy programmes and other types of 
state support and on the social and environmental aspects of this industry’s operation;

13. Calls on the Chairman of the Committee on International Trade to forward this opinion to 
the Chairman of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy.


