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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the family environment provides a favourable framework for protecting 
children’s rights, developing their skills and enabling them to acquire the necessary 
knowledge to exercise their rights and become aware of their duties, but whereas, in the 
absence of such a framework, all children should, in accordance with the UNCRC1, have 
access to protection within a replacement framework that allows them to grow up without 
being discriminated against in any way,

B. whereas children’s rights and women’s rights are indivisible, but whereas, despite national 
and international legislation girls and women are often victims of legal, social and 
economic inequalities, which affect the exercise of their positive and fundamental rights,
such as access to education and healthcare,

1. Recalls that the protection of maternal health must be an integral part of the future strategy 
on the rights of the child, which should promote living and working conditions suitable for
pregnant and breastfeeding women, as well as equal and universal access for all women to 
quality pre- and post-natal care in order to reduce maternal and infant mortality and
transmission of diseases from mother to child;

2. Recalls that the future strategy must recognise and highlight the important role of the
family, and promote work-life balance policies, as well as policies for the public and/or
private support of the father and mother so they can take on and share their responsibilities 
for bringing up and caring for their children;

3. Asks Member States to gather data on, prevent, and criminalise all types of violence 
committed within their territories, in the private and public spheres, such as domestic 
violence, trafficking, child pornography, sexual exploitation, or harmful traditional 
practices such as female genital mutilation, forced marriages and honour crimes, paying
particular attention to the vulnerable groups comprising immigrant girls and women, those 
from ethnic minorities and handicapped girls;

4. Encourages Member States to set up a legislative framework to penalise child sex tourists
and calls on the Member States and the European Commission to sign up to and promote 
ethical codes of conduct in the hotel and tourism industry, such as the ECPAT code on the 
sexual exploitation of children introduced by UNICEF;

5.  Underlines that the future strategy and the actions of Member States should include the 
prevention of and fight against violence committed by children, particularly at school, and 
elsewhere, by using civic education campaigns and making parents and educators
adequately aware of this issue;

  
1 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989
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6. Recommends that the future strategy place particular importance on the medical, 
psychological and social care of boys and girls who are victims of neglect, abuse, 
exploitation and direct and/or indirect violence, taking the best interest of the child and the 
gender dimension into account; recalls that the impact of indirect violence on children’s
wellbeing and prevention of such violence should be included in the Commission’s work;

7. Asks that the future strategy include measures for the prevention of gender-based violence
geared, inter alia, to non-discriminatory access to education and awareness campaigns on 
the equality of men and women targeted at parents and vulnerable communities with the 
aim of emancipating girls and improving the defence of their rights; calls on the 
Commission to make its development aid policy and trade agreements conditional on the 
implementation of legislation guaranteeing equality between men and women and the 
abolition of all types of violence against women and children;

8. Asks the Commission to provide a breakdown by gender and age of data on all types of 
discrimination and violence against children, to integrate equality between women and 
men within all the policies and instruments of its future strategy and to follow up and 
evaluate these policies, including by means of ‘gender budgeting’;

9. Recalls that the success of the future strategy requires long-term commitment and action, 
coordination with national initiatives and policies, and support for the actors involved,
including NGOs.
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