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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on International Trade calls on the Committee on Culture and Education, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas European creators, artists, and cultural industries have a decisive role in the 
creation of a European cultural identity, the sharing of values, and in the continuous 
development of  European citizenship that both transcends the nation state as well as 
recognises the cultural diversity on a European, national, regional and linguistic scale,

B. whereas, on the other hand, European creators, artists, and cultural industries  also have a 
real impact on economic incomes, sources of wealth, and the creation of jobs within the E 
U,

C. whereas European cultural industries find themselves in a common state of play,

D. whereas, within the EU, international trade of cultural goods and services is not well 
balanced ,

E. whereas language and cultural diversity, while being values in themselves, pose a 
challenge to finding a real European common approach to the challenges of globalisation 
facing cultural industries,

F. whereas, in the area of international trade and culture, data is variable and there is a 
considerable lack of reliable figures,

G. whereas new technologies are to be understood as an original source of  business 
opportunity in cultural industries that have a direct global impact,

H. whereas new media technologies, including open source based internet portals and 
services and their development, require  an increasing amount of content to fill them,

I. whereas these developments pose unprecedented threats that deserve attention from the E
U and its Member states with regard to the infringement of intellectual property rights, 
piracy, and unauthorised digitalisation,

J. whereas counterfeiting and piracy of cultural products lead to job losses in the E U, 
undermine the competitiveness of cultural industries and the quality of products,

K whereas ultimate power has been conferred on the Commission  to protect intellectual 
property rights of European industries in all international fora as well as before some 
trade partners that have a very poor record in this field, 

L. whereas culture is specifically included in the EU's free-trade agreements (FTA) and 
other trade instruments,

1. Urges the Commission and the Council to guarantee that the rules governing commercial 
relations at both the bilateral and the multilateral level are transparent, fair, open, and 
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market access oriented; further insists that these rules must help to eliminate  obstacles
and  allow European cultural industries to develop all their potential, particularly in the 
audiovisual, musical and publishing sectors;

2. Calls on the Commission to take the appropriate measures to strengthen the protection of 
intellectual property rights according to the Union’s acquis communautaire, World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) rules and EU bilateral agreements in order to eradicate 
counterfeiting and piracy;

3. Calls on the Commission to use its powers to  ensure that all trading partners enforce the 
obligations of the agreements within the framework of WTO and international trade law, 
including the eventual activation of dispute settlement instruments provided for by 
international agreements;

4. Calls upon the Commission to develop a coherent set of indicators to measure and 
evaluate international trade in cultural products;

5. Calls on the Commission to present reliable figures and comparable data for evaluating 
the state of play in the field of international trade and culture;

6. Calls upon the Commission and the Member States to increasingly take into account the
clauses of the Union's FTA and other trade instruments that deal with trade in cultural 
products when following up these trade agreements;

7.  Stresses, in this regard, that the European Union should support and facilitate access to 
its market of cultural products and services as regards developing countries, paying 
particular attention to the positive impact that this may have on job creation and 
technological development in their cultural industries.
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