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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Petitions, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses the importance of diversifying transport routes for energy imports  and ensuring 
that Member States put into effect, in a transparent fashion, a coordinated strategy when 
securing supply;

2. Recalls that, although the laying of submarine pipelines on the continental shelf is in 
accordance with the freedoms of the high seas, Article 79 of the 1982 UN convention on 
the law of the sea provides that 'the delineation of the course for the laying of such 
pipelines on the continental shelf is subject to the consent of the coastal State';

3. Calls for the ongoing Environmental Impact Assessment to include a thorough assessment 
of all proposed routes, including inland routes, for a gas pipeline between Russia and 
Germany;

4. Regards both the sunken warships and the chemical weapons dumped during the 1940s at 
the bottom of the Baltic Sea as a possible threat to the successful laying of the gas pipeline 
and therefore calls on the project developer to draw up an inventory of all explosive or 
chemical substances located in proximity to the proposed pipeline routes;

5. Recalling the exceptionally strong recent earthquakes such as the 2004 earthquake in 
Kaliningrad region, calls upon the project developer to include relevant studies in the 
Environmental Impact Assessment and to propose mitigation measures;

6. Urges the project developer to make the research data concerning the ecological situation 
of the project site, collected during the Environmental Impact Assessment, available to
HELCOM1 and to interested states.

                                               
1 "Convention on the protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea area" 9 April 1992.
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