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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that, although the rights of consumers are already protected by the European 
Union legislation in force, they are often not respected; emphasises that the reinforcement 
of consumer protection measures can best be achieved by more effective implementation 
of the legislation;

2. Points out that adoption of the package of proposals concerning the electrical energy and 
natural gas markets which the European Parliament is currently debating would further 
reinforce the legal framework for the protection of energy consumers;

3. Considers that the future protection of energy consumers must continue to be based on 
joint action by the European Union and Member States. Individual consumer protection 
practices in the energy market might have different effects in different Member States. 
Consistent application of the principle of subsidiarity is therefore vital;

4. Recalls that the European energy market continues to be characterised by a large number 
of monopolies. This restricts freedom of choice, increases the lack of information and, as a 
result, heightens the vulnerability of consumers. Efforts to create a single, competitive 
energy market must, therefore, be continued;

5. Considers that guaranteeing supply to people with lower incomes is necessary in the light 
of increasing energy prices; considers it important that Member States take steps to define 
exactly this group of consumers;

6. Expresses its conviction that national regulators should play a central role in consumer
protection; believes, for this reason, that proposals aimed at reinforcing the powers and 
independence of regulators should be supported.
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