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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that by far the largest portion of the overall margin of EUR 2 638 million in the 
PDB, i.e. an amount of EUR 2 027 million, stems from the margin of market-related 
expenditure and direct payments under heading 2 (first CAP pillar); 

2. Is concerned about the difference in commitment and payment levels for Rural 
Development which was 25% for 2007, 30% for 2008 and a proposed 30% for 2009; 
requests, therefore, from the Commission a forecast for decommitments for 2009 and for 
the whole financial period for 2007-2013 and a forecast for the problems with clearing the
build-up of overstatements still to be settled (currently the level of RAL under Rural 
Development is nearly EUR 9 billion) at the end of the financial period 2007-2013 since 
maximum payment levels under Annex I of the aforementioned Inter Institutional 
Agreement fall from 1.06% GNI in 2007 to 0.94% GNI in 2013;

3. Calls, therefore, on the Commission to ensure swift management and a more rapid and 
efficient timeframe for modifying and updating the rural development programmes 
following the possible modifications to the regulation foreseen in the framework of the 
“Health Check of the CAP”; 

4. Recalls that the primary goal of the CAP is to guarantee market stabilisation, supply 
security and reasonable prices for consumers and therefore calls on the Council and the 
Commission to foresee for budget 2009 the necessary means to face the new needs arising 
from the current food crisis, especially an improvement of access to food for the most 
deprived people who are suffering the most from this crisis;

5. Points out that a threatening further modulation foreseen in the context of the “Health 
Check of the CAP”, which transfers funds from the EAGF to EAFRD, would increase the 
amount needed for national co-financing; calls on the Commission to monitor carefully 
the possible programming of this money in the Member States and underlines that 
increased EU funds pre-empt co-financing by the Members States and warns that it should 
not lead to a reduction of co-financing in the existing operational programmes;

6. Urges the Council and Commission to increase the budget for young farmers as this group 
is facing considerable new challenges (for example combating climate change and 
maintaining food production in the Union) and has been diminishing for years, for 
example by strengthening the means for education, training networks and exchange 
programmes for young farmers or by strengthening the policy tools for young farmers in 
the Rural Development programme.
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