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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. 
Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments 
showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to 
assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions 
in a given language version). These suggested corrections are subject to the 
agreement of the departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a Council regulation establishing measures for the recovery of the 
sole stocks in the Western Channel and the Bay of Biscay
(COM(2003)0819 – C5-0047/2004 – 2003/0327(CNS))

(Consultation procedure)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council (COM(2003)0819)1,

– having regard to Article 37 of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which the Council consulted 
Parliament (C5-0047/2004), 

– having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Fisheries (A6-0000/2005),

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended;

2. Calls on the Commission to alter its proposal accordingly, pursuant to Article 250(2) of 
the EC Treaty;

3. Calls on the Council to notify Parliament if it intends to depart from the text approved by 
Parliament;

4. Asks the Council to consult Parliament again if it intends to amend the Commission 
proposal substantially;

5. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Title

Council regulation establishing measures 
for the recovery of the sole stocks in the 
Western Channel and the Bay of Biscay 

Council regulation establishing a 
management plan for sole stocks in the 
Western Channel and the Bay of Biscay 

(This amendment entails changes to the 
recitals on the state of stocks and to 
references to the recovery plan throughout 
the text.)

  
1 OJ C ... / Not yet published in OJ.
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Justification

The most recent scientific reports indicate that sole stocks are not below the biological safety 
threshold. Consequently, instead of adopting the recovery plan referred to in Article 5 of 
Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002, it is preferable to adopt the management plan referred to in 
Article 6. This makes it unnecessary to adopt measures to manage fishing effort for this 
species.

Amendment 2
Recital 1

(1) Recent scientific advice from the 
International Council for the Exploration of 
the Sea (ICES) has indicated that the sole 
stocks in ICES Divisions VIIe and VIIIa,b 
have been subjected to levels of mortality 
by fishing which have eroded the quantities 
of mature fish in the sea to the point at 
which the stocks may not be able to 
replenish themselves by reproduction and 
that the stocks are therefore threatened 
with collapse. 

(1) The International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea (ICES) has 
indicated that the sole stocks in ICES 
Divisions VIIe and VIIIa,b have been 
subjected to levels of mortality by fishing 
which have eroded the quantities of mature 
fish in the sea to the point at which the 
stocks may not be able to replenish 
themselves by reproduction and that the 
stocks are therefore threatened with 
collapse. 

Justification

The ICES advice on which the Commission proposal is based is already out of date. Sole 
stocks are not yet in a favourable situation.

Amendment 3
Recital 2

(2) Measures need to be taken to establish 
multi-annual plans for the recovery of 
these stocks in conformity with Article 5 of 
Council Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 of 
20 December 2002 on the conservation and 
sustainable exploitation of fisheries 
resources under the Common Fisheries 
Policy. 

(2) Management measures should be taken 
for these stocks in conformity with Article 
6 of Council Regulation (EC) No 
2371/2002 of 20 December 2002 on the 
conservation and sustainable exploitation 
of fisheries resources under the Common 
Fisheries Policy. 

Justification

Consistent with Amendment 1.
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Amendment 4
Recital 3

(3) The objectives of the plans should be to 
rebuild these stocks to safe biological 
limits within five to ten years.

(3) The objectives of the plans should be to 
rebuild these stocks to safe biological 
limits within ten years. 

Justification

Ten years is a more appropriate period in order to avoid excessively harsh consequences for 
the rational management of the fleet.

Amendment 5
Recital 3 a (new)

(3a) The objective of the new common 
fisheries policy is to provide for the 
sustainable exploitation of living aquatic 
resources, taking account of the 
environmental, social and economic 
aspects in a balanced manner. 

Justification

Council Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 of 20 December 2002 makes explicit reference to this 
crucial aspect of compatibility and coherence between the two strands of the new common 
fisheries policy: biological and environmental on the one hand, and socio-economic on the 
other. The rule of proportionality must be applied to any new resource management measure, 
taking the greatest possible account of this imperative and avoiding any imbalance between 
the two strands, biological and socio-economic. Parliament had already called for 'the 
interdisciplinary nature of the sciences (including Economics and Social Sciences)' to be 
placed 'at the heart of the process of formulating scientific opinions' (see paragraph 5 of the 
report on integrating environmental protection requirements into the common fisheries policy 
adopted in plenary on 22 October 2002 - A5-0360/2002).

Amendment 6
Recital 5

(5) The absolute sizes of the stocks 
concerned as estimated by STECF and 
ICES are too uncertain to be used as 
targets for the recovery and the targets 
should be expressed in terms of fishing 
mortality rates.

deleted
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Justification

The management plan for sole should be based on the latest scientific assessment of the 
biomass.

Amendment 7
Recital 6

(6) In order to achieve that objective, the 
levels of fishing mortality rates need to be 
controlled so that it is highly likely that 
those rates are reduced from year to year. 

deleted

Justification

The management plan for sole should be based on the latest scientific assessment of the 
biomass.

Amendment 8
Recital 8

(8) Once recovery has been achieved the 
Council should decide on a proposal from 
the Commission on follow-up measures in 
accordance with Article 6 of Regulation 
(EC) No 2371/2002.

deleted

Amendment 9
Article 1, introductory part

This Regulation establishes a recovery plan 
for the following sole stocks (hereinafter 
referred to as ‘sole stocks concerned’): 

This Regulation establishes a management
plan for the following sole stocks 
(hereinafter referred to as ‘sole stocks 
concerned’): 

Justification

Consistent with Amendment 1.

Amendment 10
Article 2, title
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Objective of the recovery plan Objective of the management plan 

Justification

Consistent with Amendment 1.

Amendment 11
Article 2

The recovery plan shall aim to rebuild the 
sole stocks concerned to within safe 
biological limits. 

The management plan shall aim to 
maintain the sole stocks concerned within 
safe biological limits. 

Justification

Consistent with Amendment 1.

Amendment 12
Article 3, title

Evaluation of recovery measures Evaluation of management measures 

Justification

Consistent with Amendment 1.

Amendment 13
Article 3, paragraph 1

1. The Commission shall, on the basis of 
advice from ICES and the Scientific 
Technical and Economic Committee for 
Fisheries (STECF), evaluate the impact of 
the recovery measures on the sole stocks 
concerned and the fisheries on those 
stocks, in the second year of application of 
this Regulation and in each of the 
following years.

1. The Commission shall, on the basis of 
advice from ICES and the Scientific 
Technical and Economic Committee for 
Fisheries (STECF), evaluate the impact of 
the management measures on the sole 
stocks concerned and the fisheries on those 
stocks, in the second year of application of 
this Regulation and in each of the 
following years.

Justification

Consistent with Amendment 1.
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Amendment 14
Article 3, paragraph 2

2. Where the Commission finds, on the 
basis of the annual evaluation, that any of 
the sole stocks concerned has reached the 
objective set out in Article 2, the Council 
shall decide by qualified majority on a 
proposal from the Commission to replace, 
for that stock, the recovery plan provided 
for in this Regulation by a management 
plan in accordance with Article 6 of 
Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002.

deleted

Justification

Consistent with Amendment 1.

Amendment 15
Article 3, paragraph 3

3. Where the Commission finds, on the 
basis of the annual evaluation, that any of 
the sole stocks concerned do not show 
proper sign of recovery, the Council shall 
decide by qualified majority on a proposal 
from the Commission on additional and/or 
alternative measures to ensure recovery of 
the stock concerned.

3. Where the Commission finds, on the 
basis of the annual evaluation, that any of 
the sole stocks concerned are at risk of 
collapse, the Council shall decide by 
qualified majority on a proposal from the 
Commission on additional and/or 
alternative measures to ensure recovery of 
the stock concerned.

Justification

Consistent with Amendment 1.

Amendment 16
Article 5, paragraph 1

1. Where the fishing mortality rate for one 
of the sole stocks concerned has been 
estimated by the STECF in the light of the 
most recent report of ICES to be above 
0.14 per year, the TAC for that stock shall 
not exceed a level of catches which, 
according to a scientific evaluation 
carried out by the STECF in the light of 

1. The TAC shall not exceed a level of 
catches for which a scientific evaluation 
by the STECF, carried out in the light of 
the most recent report of ICES, has 
shown that it will result in a 15% increase 
in the quantities of adult fish in the sea, at 
the end of its year of application, by 
comparison with the quantities estimated 
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the most recent report of ICES, will result 
in a reduction of:

to be present in the sea at the start of the 
year in question.

(a) 20% in the fishing mortality rate in its 
year of application, compared to the 
fishing mortality rate estimated for the 
preceding year with regard to the sole 
stock in Division VIIe;
(b) 35% in the fishing mortality rate in its 
year of application, compared to the 
fishing mortality rate estimated for the 
preceding year with regard to the sole 
stock in Divisions VIIIa and b.

Justification

This rule for setting TACs will ensure that the precautionary biomass is restored on the basis 
of a gradual reduction in fishing mortality.

Amendment 17
Article 5, paragraph 2

2. Where the fishing mortality rate for one 
of the sole stocks concerned has been 
estimated by the STECF, in the light of 
the most recent report of ICES, to be 
equal to or below 0.14 per year, the TAC 
for that stock shall be set at a level of 
catches which, according to a scientific 
evaluation carried out by the STECF in 
the light of the most recent report of ICES 
will result in a fishing mortality rate of:

2.The Council shall not adopt a TAC 
which the STEFC, in the light of the most 
recent report of ICES, expects would 
result, in the year of its application, in a 
fishing mortality rate in excess of the 
following values:

(a) 0.11 per year in the year of its 
application with regard to the sole stock in 
Division VIIe;

Bay of Biscay sole: 0.36

(b) 0.09 per year in the year of its 
application with regard to the sole stock in 
Divisions VIIIa and b. 

Western Channel sole: rate to be defined 
in view of subsequent ICES advice 
following the inclusion of data series from 
certain countries which are currently not 
taken into account.

Justification

This rule for setting TACs will ensure that the precautionary biomass is restored on the basis 
of a gradual reduction in fishing mortality.
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Amendment 18
Article 6

1. In the first year of application of this 
Regulation, the following rules shall 
apply:

deleted

(a) where application of Article 5 would 
result in a TAC which exceeds the TAC of 
the preceding year by more than 25%, the 
Council shall adopt a TAC which shall 
not be more than 25% greater than the 
TAC of that year;
where application of Article 5 would 
result in a TAC which is more than 25% 
less than the TAC of the preceding year, 
the Council shall adopt a TAC which is 
not more than 25% less than the TAC of 
that year.
2. Starting with the second year of 
application of this Regulation, the 
following rules shall apply:

1. Starting with the first year of application 
of this Regulation, the following rules shall 
apply:

(a) where application of Article 5 would 
result in a TAC which exceeds the TAC of 
the preceding year by more than 15%, the 
Council shall adopt a TAC which shall not 
be more than 15% greater than the TAC of 
that year;

(a) where application of Article 5 would 
result in a TAC which exceeds the TAC of 
the preceding year by more than 15%, the 
Council shall adopt a TAC which shall not 
be more than 15% greater than the TAC of 
that year;

(b) where application of Article 5 would 
result in a TAC which is more than 15% 
less than the TAC of the preceding year, 
the Council shall adopt a TAC which is not 
more than 15% less than the TAC of that 
year.

(b) where application of Article 5 would 
result in a TAC which is more than 15% 
less than the TAC of the preceding year, 
the Council shall adopt a TAC which is not 
more than 15% less than the TAC of that 
year.

Justification

It is preferable to lay down maximum TAC variations of 15% from the start in order to avoid 
drastic changes in fleet management.

Amendment 19
Chapter III

This chapter is deleted. 
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Justification

The measures laid down in the Commission proposal as amended are sufficient for the 
sustainable management of the resource.

Amendment 20
Article 17

The competent authorities of a Member 
State shall ensure that any quantity of 
common sole exceeding 50 Kg caught in 
any of the areas referred to in Article 1 
shall be weighed using auction room scales 
before sale.

The competent authorities of a Member 
State shall ensure that any quantity of 
common sole exceeding 500 Kg caught in 
any of the areas referred to in Article 1 
shall be weighed using auction room scales 
before sale.

Justification

50 kg is an excessively small amount, and is disproportionate if the industry is to take all the 
action required to monitor quantities landed.

Amendment 21
Article 19

1. The competent authorities of a Member 
State may require that any quantity of 
common sole exceeding 50 Kg caught in 
any of the geographical areas referred to in 
Article 1 and first landed in that Member 
State is weighed before being transported 
elsewhere from the port of first landing.

1. The competent authorities of a Member 
State may require that any quantity of 
common sole exceeding 500 Kg caught in 
any of the geographical areas referred to in 
Article 1 and first landed in that Member 
State is weighed before being transported 
elsewhere from the port of first landing.

2. By way of derogation from Article 13 of 
Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93, quantities 
bigger than 50 Kg of common sole which 
are transported to a place other than that of 
landing or import shall be accompanied by 
a copy of one of the declarations provided 
for in Article 8(1) of Regulation (EEC) No 
2847/93 pertaining to the quantities of the 
sole transported. The exemption provided 
for in Article 13(4)(b) of Regulation (EEC) 
No 2847/93 shall not apply. 

2. By way of derogation from Article 13 of 
Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93, quantities 
bigger than 500 Kg of common sole which 
are transported to a place other than that of 
landing or import shall be accompanied by 
a copy of one of the declarations provided 
for in Article 8(1) of Regulation (EEC) No 
2847/93 pertaining to the quantities of the 
sole transported. The exemption provided 
for in Article 13(4)(b) of Regulation (EEC) 
No 2847/93 shall not apply. 

Justification

Consistent with the amendment to Article 17.
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Amendment 22
Annex

This annex is deleted. 


