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NMPEQJNIOXEHUE 3A PE30JTIOLMA HA EBPONEUCKUA NAPNIAMEHT

OTHOCHO TeMaTI/I"IHaTa CTpaTeFI/Iﬂ 3a OoIIa3BaHE HA ITIOYBHUTE
(2006/2293(INT))

Eeponetickuam naparamenm,

— xaro B3e npensua Crobuiennero Ha Komucusra, o3arnaBeno "Temarnynara cTparerus 3a
ona3Bane Ha nouButre" (COM (2006)0231), u OrieHkara Ha Bb3I€MCTBUETO HA
TematnynaTa cTparerus 3a ona3Bane Ha nouysute, (SEC (2006) 0620),

— karo B3e npeasu lllectata mporpama 3a aeiictBue Ha OOGIIHOCTTA 3a OMa3BaHEe Ha
1
okousiHaTa cpena (EAP)

— Kato B3e npeaBu KouBeHnusTa 3a 6MoJ0ruaHOTO pasHooopaszue, Konsenuusta Ha OOH
3a 6opba cpemry omycTuHsBaHeTO, PamMkoBaTa konBeHnmst Ha OOH 1o u3meHneHue Ha
kinumata u [Iporokona or Kuoto u TexHure npeku 1 KOCBEHH BPB3KU € QYHKIIMHUTE Ha
MOYBaTa M OMAa3BaHETO HA MMOYBUTE,

— Karo B3e mpeaBuj cBosaTa pe3ontonus oT 19 noemspu 2003 1. oTHOCHO CHOOIIEHHETO Ha

2
Komucusita o3arnaseno "KbM TemaTnuHa cTpaTerus 3a ona3BaHe Ha MOYBUTE',

— KaTo B3¢ NpCABUL Unen 45 ot IIpaBUJIHHUKA 3a CBOATA ﬂeﬁHOCT,

— Karo B3e IpeBUJ J0KIaaa Ha KomucusTa mo okoigHa cpeia, 0OmIeCTBEHO 3/IpaBe u
0€30MMacHOCT Ha XpaHUTE U CTaHOBUIATa HA KoMucHsTa 10 MPaBHU BBHIIPOCH H
Komucusra o 3emenenvie u pazsutue Ha cenckute paioru (A6-0000/2007),

A. KaTo ¥Ma npeBHI, Y€ T0YBaTa € OCHOBEH KOMIIOHEHT Ha OKOJTHATA Cpefa, MpecedHa
TOYKa MEXKTy 3emsTa (reochepara), Bb3ayxa (atmocdepara) u Bojata (xuapocdepara), u
4e OT Hesl 3aBUCIT OCHOBHH (DYHKIIMH Ha )KUBOTA Ha 3eMsITa; KATO UM TPEABH/I, Y€
HSKOJIKO MOJIMTHUKU Ha OOITHOCTTA LENAT OMa3BaHETO Ha Te3U (QYHKIIUU U 4e
HanpaBeHaTa oT KomucusiTa olieHKa Ha Bb3ICHCTBUETO HA TE3U IMOJIMTHUKY ITOKA3Ba, 4e
BBIPEKU NPEANPUETUTE CTHIIKH JIETpaJallusaTa Ha TI0YBaTa NPOIbIDKaBa ¢ HApaCTBAIIU
TEMIIOBE, a C TOBa ¥ BB3JICHCTBHETO BHPXY JAPYrd KOMIIOHCHTH Ha OKOJIHATA CpeJa,

b. karo uma npenBu, Ye OMa3BaHETO Ha MOYBATa U HEHHUTE QYHKIIMU € HEOOXOJMMO
YCIJIOBHE 32 CIPaBsSHE C OCHOBHHUTE TJI00AJTHYU MPEAU3BUKATEIICTBA, CBbP3aHH C
OT1a3BaHETO Ha OKOJIHATA CpeJla, KaTO HaMaJIsIBaHEe U aJalTHPaHe KbM H3MEHEHUETO Ha
KJIMMarTa, 3ara3BaHeTo Ha JOCTaThYHO KOJIMYECTBA YHCTA BOJIA, OMIA3BAHETO HA
OHMOJIOTMYHOTO pa3HOOOpasue u 6bopbdara cpemnry OMyCTUHSBAHETO U 00€3JIeCsIBaHETO,

B. kaTo nma npenBu, 4e CTPyKTypaTa U XapaKTepUCTUKUTE Ha TI0YBaTa ca ce (opMHUpalu B
IPOABJKEHHE Ha BEKOBE U Y€ TOBA S IPaBU HEBB30OHOBAEM PECYpPC; KaTO MMa IPEBU,
4ye IIopajy TOBAa NPEIOTBPATABAHETO HA JAeTpajalusaTa Ha mouyBaTa U HEMHOTO

' OB 1242 10.9.2002 r., c1p. 1
2 OB C 87E, 7.4.2004 r., cTp. 395
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3aMbpPCsABAHC € MHOI'O HO—pCHTa6I/IHHO OT OIIMTHUTC 3a BB3CTAaHOBsJABAHC HA q)YHKI_II/II/ITe Ha
Imo4yBara,

1. [IpuBercTBa TemaTU4HaTa crparerust Ha Komucusra 3a ona3zpaHe Ha MOYBUTE, KOSATO SICHO
MOKa3Ba HEOOXOIMMOCTTA OT KOOPAMHUPAHU AeiicTBus B pamkuTe Ha EC 3a ona3BaHe Ha
MMOYBUTE;

2. UzpassBa cpriacue ¢ Komucusara OTHOCHO HEOOX0IMMOCTTA OT MIPHEMaHe Ha PAMKOBa
JMPEKTUBA 32 ONa3BaHe Ha MOYBUTE MOPaaX BakKHATA POJIs HAa IoyBaTa B bopbaTa ¢
OCHOBHH IJIO0AIHU MNpCAU3BUKATCIICTBA KATO UBMCHCHHUETO HA KiIMMaTa, HaMaJIAIBaHETO
Ha OMOJIOTMYHOTO Pa3HOOOpa3ue, OMYCTUHSIBAHETO, €PO3UATA, HABOJHEHUATA U
CBJIauuliaTa U IIpru OCUT'YpPABAHCTO HA JOCTATHYHO U 0e30macHo IMPOMU3BOACTBO HA XpPaHH,
JOCTaThYHHM 3aIlaCH OT YKCTa BOJIA, OTIA3BAaHETO HA €BPONEHCKOTO KYJATYPHO HACIEICTBO
U JaHamadT;

3. Cuwura, ye eJHa paMKOBa JUPEKTUBA IIIE Aa/I€ Bb3MOXKHOCT Ha JbP’KaBUTE-UICHKU Ja
pa3paboTAT CBOM COOCTBEHHM MOJUTUKH B 00J1aCTTa Ha Ola3BaHe Ha MOYBUTE, O€3 TOBa J1a
HapylllaBa KOHKYPEHIIUSTA; CUUTA, Y€ Ta3u paMKOBaTa AUPEKTHBA TPsOBa J1a MpU3HaBa
BEYE CHIIECTBYBAIIOTO HAIIMOHAIHO 3aKOHOJIATEJICTBO M 3aKOHOAaTesIcTBO Ha OOIIHOCTTa
U He TpsiOBa /1a HATOBAapBa JbPKABUTE-UWICHKH, PETHOHATHUTE M MECTHHU BJIACTU, KAKTO U
COOCTBEHUIUTE HA 3eMsl C U3JIUITHY TOMBbIHUTEIIHN aJIMUHUCTPATUBHH TEXKECTH;

CuHxpoHmn3anms ¢ Apyru noJuTuku Ha O0mHocTTa

4. ITpuzoBaBa Komucusita na cnenn oTOIU30 Jau AbP>KaBUTE-WICHKU CE IPUIbPIKAT
CTPUKTHO KbM CHOTBETHHUTE Pa3MOpe0H 3a Ola3BaHe Ha IMOYBATa U OCTAHAJIOTO
3akoHOaTeNncTBO Ha OOIHOCTTa B 00JaCTTa HA OMAa3BaHETO HA BH3/1yXa M BOJAATA,
OTIAABILUTE, U3MEHEHNETO HA KJIMMaTa, OMOJIOTUYHOTO Pa3HOOOpasne, HACTHIIBAHETO Ha
MMYCTUHUTE, CCJICKOTO CTOMMAHCTBO, CHEPIreTUKATA, IPOAYKTUTE, IPOMHUIIJICHOCTTA,
TPAHCIIOPTa U PETMOHATIHOTO PAa3BUTHE, U Ja JOKJIAJBa pe3yaratute Ha EBporneickus
napiameHT npeau kpast Ha 2008 r.;

5. lMoakpens neiictBuaTra Ha Komucusata u rpaduka mpueT OT Hes 3a MpepasriiekIaHe Ha
JvupekTuBara 3a KaHaJIM3alMOHHUTE YTalKu U J{MpeKTUBaTa 3a KOMILUIEKCHO
NpeOTBpaTsABaHE U KOHTPOJI HA 3aMbPCIBAHETO, U 32 MPEIEHIBaHE HA Bb3MOKHOCTUTE 32
CUHXPOHM3AIIMS Ha MEPKUTE 3a Ola3BaHe Ha MMOYBUTE U MEPKHUTE MPEABHUICHHU, HAPE C
npyroto, B PamMkoBara qupekTuBa 3a BojaTa; Mpu3oBaBa Chilo Taka Komucusara ga
MpEeHU Bb3MOKHOCTTA 32 CUHXPOHU3aus ¢ JIupeKTuBara 3a OTHnabIuTe;

6. OtHOBO mpu3oBaBa KomucusiTa 1a pa3paboTu Bb3MOXKHO Hall-Obp30 TMPEKTHBA 32 100pO
ynpaBiieHUE Ha OMOJIOTHYHUTE OTIABLIHU C 11eJ HaMaJIsIBaHEe Ha KOJIMYecTBaTa
OMOJIOTMYHU OTIAABIH, KOUTO Ce JETOHUPAT WM U3TrapsT U HaChpyaBaHe, 32 CMETKa Ha
TOBA, Ha IPOU3BOJICTBOTO HAa KOMIIOCT M OMOras; oa4epTana, 4e Ka4YeCTBEHUAT KOMIIOCT
1 Ouoras 7o rojsiMa CTENeH JONPUHACST 32 HOAIBbPIKAHETO U YBEJINYaBAaHETO HA
OpraHMYHUTE BEILIECTBA B [10YBATA.

HN3MeHeHMe HA KJIUMATA

7. Ilpr3HaBa, 4e MpoMsiHaTa B U3MOJI3BAHETO HA MOYBUTE, KATO HAIIPUMED MPECYIIaBaHETO HA
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TOp(beHI/I OnaTta vim pPas3opaBaHCTO HA ABJITIOroAUIIHU TPCBHH IJIOIIHU, MOKE 1a T1OBCIAC N0
YBCIIMYABAHETO HA KOMIIJICKCHOTO 06pa3yBaHe Ha BBIJICPO WK [a YBCJIIMYU CMUCUUTC HA
IapHUKOBHU I'a30BC; MIPU3HABA, Y€ HC CaMO I10YBAaTa UMa CUJIHO BB3ICUCTBUE BBpPXY
N3MCHCHHUECTO Ha KJIIMMATa, HO 1 USMCHCHUCTO HA KJIMMATa OT CBOA CTPAaHA MOXKE J1a
AOBCC OO ApaCTUYHa ACTpadalnd Ha IIOYBaATa,

8. Hactoarenno npukanBa CeBera u Komucusta na B3eMaT npeBu Ba)kKHaTa poJist Ha
NOJIMTHKATA 32 ONa3BaHe Ha MOYBUTE B OopOaTa cpelry H3MEHEHHETO Ha KiIuMaTa U
aJlanTanusaTa KbM MOCIEACTBUATA OT TOBA U3MEHEHHUE B IPETOBOPUTE CU 32 PEXHUMA,
KOWTO 1€ OBbje BbBeaeH criopen PamkoBaTta konBeHuust Ha OOH 0THOCHO M3MEHEHUETO
Ha kinuMaTta ciaen 2012 r.;

9. IIpu3oBaBa KomucusTa ga HackpyaBa Mo-HATATHITHOTO M3CIEIBAHE HA POJISITA HA [TOYBATA
MpY HAMAJISIBAHETO Ha MOCJEACTBUSATA OT U aJaNTHPaHe KbM U3MEHEHUETO Ha KJIIMMaTa 1
Jla OTIpe/IeTN BH3MOXKHO Hail-T00pHUTe MPAKTUKH 33 YBEJIWYaBaHE Ha yJIaBIHETO HA
BBIJIEPO/I B TOUBUTE U JIa IOKJIa/iBa Ha EBporneiickus mapiameHT npeay kpas Ha 2009 r.,
Koraro npoyuyBaHeTo Ha Komucusita Beue 1€ € a0 HIKaKBH pe3yiTaTu;

3emenenne

10. ITogHoBsIBa npusnBa Cu KbM Komucusra Ja KaTeropusnpa nNpakTUKUTE B 3CMCACIIUCTO U
PAa3IMIHOTO UM BB3ICHCTBUE BBpPXY IIOUYBUTC, TaKa 4 Haﬁ-ﬂ06pHTe IMMPAKTHUKU Oa MOrat
Ja 6’L,Z[aT HaCbpYaBaHU B CbOTBCTCTBUC C XAPAKTCPHUCTUKUTEC HA 3EMCICIIUCTO U
BB3ACUCTBUETO UM BBpPXY IMIOYBUTC U OKOJIHATA CPCaa KAaTO LAJIO,

11. IlogHoBsiBa npu3uBa cu kbM KoMucusita 1a HachbpyaBa IPaKTHKH, LA ONa3BaHE Ha
IIOYBUTE U OTIVIEIKIAHETO Ha KYJITYPH U U3IIOJI3BAHETO HA ITIOYBUTE B CHOTBETCTBUE C
XapaKTepUCTHKHUTE Ha MMOYBUTE M IO Hall-11eJech00pa3Husl HAUMH C OTJIe]] Ha
MKOHOMUYECKHUTE U COLMATIHU YCIIOBU.

Buosnornuno paznoodpa3sue

12. Cuuta 3a U3KITIOYUTEIHO BaXKHO MPUJIAraHETO HA MIPUHIIMIA 32 MPEBEHIINS, KAKTO U
rapaHTUPaHETO Ha MIBJIHOTO cna3BaHe Ha lllecTara mporpama 3a neiicTBue U Ipyru
HopMaTuBHU akToBe Ha EC B o6nacTTa Ha OKOJIHATa cpefia, KaTo paMKOBHUTE JUPEKTUBH
3a xabuTaTuTe, NTULUTE U BOJUTE; CUUTA CHIIO TaKa, Y€ MPH HEOOXOIUMOCT, MOJIUTUKUTE
Ha OOmHOCTTa TpAOBa Aa OBAAT PEBU3UPAHHU C 1 M0-100pa 3alIiTa Ha PAaBHOBECHUETO B
pHUpoJIaTa Ype3 MpeloTBpaTsIBaHe HA HAMAIIBAHETO Ha OMOIOTUYHOTO pa3HOOOpa3ue;

13. Tlpu3oBaBa Komucusita 1a HachpyaBa Mo-HATATHIIHOTO U3CJICBAHE HA POJISTA HA
MOYBaTa 3a 3aMma3BaHeTo Ha OMOJIOTHYHOTO Pa3HOOOpa3Ke KaTo IsUI0 M OMOIOTUYHOTO
pazHooOpa3ne Ha caMUTe TIOYBH, Haii-Beue B KOHTeKCTa Ha CeamaTa paMKoBa mporpama
3a HayYHH U3CIICABAHUS, U CYNTA YCTAHOBSIBAHETO HA CTPOTH, HO TIPOCTH MHIUKATOPH 32
cle/ieHe Ha OMOJIOTUYHOTO Pa3HOOOpa3Ue Ha MOYBHUTE 32 BAKHA CTHITKA KbM
rapaHTUPAHETO HA TIXHOTO OMAa3BaHE;

OnycruHsiBaHne

14. Cuura, ye npolechT Ha ONyCTUHSABAHE, 3acerHall pa3nuyHu pailonu Ha EC, u Heroure
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15.

16.

COLIMAJIHO-UKOHOMUYECKH MOCIEICTBUS U Bb3/ICHCTBHE BbPXY OKOJIHATA cpejia He €
NpeaU3BUKAI aJIeKBaT€H OTIOBOP M Y€ B HAKOM opranu Ha OOIIHOCTTA JIUIICBA
JOCTAaThYHO UH(DOPMUPAHOCT IO TO3H MPOOIIEM;

Cuurta, ye e1Ha paMKOBa TUPEKTUBA 11I€ JOIIPUHECE 3HAUNUTEIHO 32 U3IIBIHEHUETO Ha
Konsennusara sa OOH 3a 6op6a ¢ OnyCTUHSIBAHETO U I1I€ 3aCHIIM YCUIIMATA 32
IIPEJOTBPATABAHE U HAMAJIIBAHE HA MOCIEACTBUATA OT OIIYCTUHSBAHETO B 3aCETHATUTE
cTpanu oT EBponeiickust chio3; CMATa, Y€ 3HAHUATA U ONMUTHT, MPUIOOUTH B KOHTEKCTa Ha
TemaruuHaTa cTpaTerus 3a ora3BaHe Ha IMOYBHTE, TPAOBA 1a ObAAT MpeaaeH: U
CIIOJICJIEHH ChC CTpAaHUTE OT TpeTus CBAT, CTpajallyd OT pa3pOCTPAHEHUETO Ha
NyCTUHUTE;

[TpuzoBaBa Komucusra na pasnpoctpanu CpoOIieHre 3a omycTuHsBaHeTo, mbpeo B EC, a
cJie]] TOBa U B CBETOBEH Malal, KOETO Ja ChAbpPKa TOUHO OMMCAHHE HA 3aCETHATUTE
paiioHu WK pailoHUTE, B KOUTO PUCKBT OT OIyCTUHSBAHE € TOJISIM, 3a€IHO ¢ OJpoOeH
aHaJIu3 Ha IPUYUHHUTE U COLIMATHO-UKOHOMUYECKHUTE TOCIEICTBHS 3a T€3U palioHu, U Ja
Ha0enexu NoAXOIAIIM MepkH, kouTo OOIIHOCTTa TPsAOBA Jja penpuemMe 3a
OrpaHMYaBAHETO Ha HETaTUBHUTE MOCIEACTBUS Ha TO3U MPOILIEC;

3ambpcsiBaHe

17.

18.

19.

Cuurta, 4e npeoTBPATIBAHETO HA 3aMbPCSBAHETO HA NIOYBATA € OT IbPBOCTEINIEHHO
3HAUYCHME 32 3aM1a3BAHETO HA KAU€CTBOTO Ha MOYBATA U FApaHTHPAHETO HA OMAa3BAHETO Ha
OCTaHAJINTE KOMIIOHEHTH Ha OKOJIHATa Cpejia, U Mopaiu ToBa npu3zoBaBa Komucusira na ce
MOTPYKU HACTOSIIOTO M OBACIIETO 3aKOHOAATENCTBO Ha OOIIHOCTTA Ja ce MPUAbPKa
KbM Ta3H 1IET,

Cuura, 4e nmpu ONpenessHeTO Ha 3aMbPCEHUTE MECTHOCTH € HEOOXO0/IMM CUCTEMAaTUYeH
MO/IX0/, OCHOBABAIIl C€ Ha OOCKTUBHU MapaMeTPH M OOII] CIIHUCHK OT IEWHOCTH, KOWTO J1a
CIIY>KM IIpU ChbOMpaHeTo Ha HeoOXoauMaTa HHGOopMaIus 3a CIIpaBsiHE C HACJIEICTBOTO OT
3aMBPCEHH MOYBH U J]a CUTHAIN3UPA HA UKOHOMHUYECKHUTE ONIepaTOpH J1a B3eMaT
e(eKTUBHU MTPEBAaHTUBHU MEPKH Cpelly ObACIIO 3aMbpCIBAHE;

[Toaxkpens Komucusta B cTpemerka i J1a MOBHUIIHM OOIIeCTBEHATa HHPOPMUPAHOCT
OTHOCHO 3aMbPCEHUTE MECTHOCTHU U TapaHTHpa MPO3PAYHOCTTA HA CACIIKUTE ChC 3eMS,
Hali-Beue ype3 U3TOTBSHETO Ha JOKJIAIH 32 ChbCTOSIHUETO Ha I0YBAaTa;

MoHHNTOPHHT, BB3ICHCTBHETO HA IPHPOJHUTE OeCcTBHUS, 00y4eHUue H 00pa3oBaHHue

20.

21.

[IpuzoBaBa Komucusra 1a ce morpuu 3a TOBa OMa3BaHETO HA TIOYBUTE U HETOBUTE
BPB3KH C U3MEHEHHETO Ha KJIIMMaTa, OMOJIOIrMYHOTO Pa3HOOOpa3ue, OMyCTHHIBAHETO,
IIOJKUCIIIBAHETO HA OKOJIHATA Cpefia, €pO3UATA U YBEINYABALUAT CE PUCK IIPU IIPUPOJIHU
OencTBus, Ja ObIAT pasrielaHu KaTo BBIIPOCH OT IMPUOPUTETHO 3HAYCHUE B pAMKHUTE Ha
I'moGayHuss MOHUTOPHHT Ha OKOJIHATa cpena U curypHocrra u qupexktuBata INSPIRE.

[IpuzoBaBa Komucusra 1a HackpuaBa 10-HaTaThIIHU U3CIEABaHUS B 00J1acTTa Ha
pacTsIIMs PUCK OT HABOJAHEHHUS U CBJAUMIIa B PE3yJITaT Ha YIUITbTHSABAHETO U
IpOIaJaHeTo Ha M0YBaTa, U OT BCE MO-TOJIEMH LIETH NPeAU3BUKaHU OT HABOJHEHMUS,
CBJIAuUMIIA U CEM3MHYHA aKTUBHOCT MOPAJH pacTsAIIaTa ’bCTOTa Ha HACEJIIEHUETO U
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ﬂeﬁHOCTH 10 Kpaﬁ6pe)l(HHTe 30HH, pCUHUTC baceiiHi U OKOJIO BYJIKAHUTC, U 1a OIIPECACIIN
Haﬁ—,[[06pI/ITe IMMPAKTHUKHU 34 CIIPABAHC C TC3U INOBUIICHU PHUCKOBC,

22. IIpuzosaBa Komucusra aa pa3paboTH M0-KOHCTPYKTUBHU HAYMHHU 3a OJ00psIBaHE HA
o0yuyeHHeTo u 00pa30BaHUETO B paMKUTE Ha EBporeiickus cbio3 B obiacTTa Ha
KJIacuuKanuaTa Ha TOYBUTE, B3EMAHETO HAa MPOOU, MOHUTOPUHTA U Bb3MOXKHO Haii-
J00pUTE MPAKTUKH MPH OMAa3BaHETO HA TIOYBHUTE;

0

23. Bp3nara Ha IIpe3uaenTa na uznpatu HacrosamoTto Pemenre Ha CbpBera u Komucusita u Ha
MpaBUTEJICTBATA U TTAPJIAMEHTHUTE Ha TbPyKaBUTE-UICHKH.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The soil is the basis for essential functions for life on earth, such as food and other
agricultural production and the storing and transformation of energy and minerals. The soil is
functioning as a natural filter for groundwater, the main source for drinking water, the habitat
for a variety of organisms living in and on the soil, the platform for human activity and an
important element of landscape and cultural heritage. It is a key component of the earth’s
environment. Despite the several community policies, aiming at protection of these essential
functions, the impact assessment by the Commission demonstrates that soil degradation is
increasing. The community policies do not aim at protection of the soil itself.

The prevention and mitigation of soil degradation is not only important because of problems
at a local or regional scale. It is also a precondition for addressing the main international
environmental challenges, such as the mitigation of and the adaptation to climate change, the
safe-guarding of sufficient and clean water, the protection of biodiversity and the fight against
desertification and deforestation. The structure and the characteristics of the soil are the
product of an age-old process, making it a non-renewable resource, therefore making it far
more cost-effective to prevent soil degradation and contamination instead of trying to restore
the soil functions.

Since the current community legislation is not likely to prevent the increase in soil
degradation and since soil protection is strongly linked to the main international
environmental challenges, there is a clear need for community legislation that aims at
protecting the soil itself. This legislation should result in exchange of information and
coordination between those Member States who have sufficient soil policies in place and
those Member States who further need to develop their policies. A framework directive on
soil is needed to ensure a minimum level of soil protection in all Member States and to enable
Member States to develop soil policies without creating distortion of competition. In line with
the principles of better regulation this framework directive should recognise the already
existing national and Community legislation and it should not add any unnecessary
administrative burden on the Member States, the regional and local authorities, and the land
owners.

Probably the most challenging aspect of soil protection is the strong link with climate change.
A change of use of the soil can result in an increase in carbon sequestration and can therefore
contribute to the mitigation of climate change. At the same time it can also result in an
increase of greenhouse gas emissions. Deforestation or the breeding of cattle can seriously
contribute to increasing greenhouse gas emissions. The use of the soil does not only have a
strong impact on climate change; climate change itself can result in severe soil degradation.
Higher temperatures, changes in precipitation patterns, and higher flood risks can significantly
contribute to the soil degradation processes. In is essential to recognise these links between
climate change and soil protection in the negotiation on post 2012 regime under the United
Framework Convention on Climate Change. In order to insert soil protection in a future
climate regime it needs to be recognised that more scientific knowledge is needed about the
role of the soil in mitigation of and adaptation to climate change.

In general agriculture plays an important role in the preservation of the soil and its functions.
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To learn more about how the soil can be used in a sustainable way, it would be useful to have
a catalogue of models of agriculture and types of crops which coexist in the EU and their
different effects on soil. Based on this catalogue the Commission should promote practices
geared towards soil conservation.

The Thematic Strategy rightly pays specific attention to biodiversity, including soil
biodiversity. Protection of the soil could significantly contribute to the attempts of
Community legislation to halt biodiversity decline. It is essential to ensure that the Sixth
Environmental Action Programme and EU environmental legislation such as the Habitats,
Natura 2000, the Birds and Water Framework Directives are fully respected. Where
necessary, to better protect the natural balance by preventing decline in biodiversity, they
should be revised.

Desertification is strongly linked to climate change, biodiversity and the links with the soil.
Desertification affects various regions in the Union. Its socio-economic repercussions and
impacts on the natural environment have so far not been adequately reflected or met with
sufficient awareness. A communication on desertification is needed, containing a precise
description of the regions affected or likely to be affected by the desertification process,
together with a detailed analysis of the causes and socio-economic effects on the regions, and
identifying appropriate Community actions to help to limit the negative effects of that
process.

An important reason for having coordinated actions on soil protection is the possibility to
significantly improve soil analysis and monitoring. This coordination can enable the use of
the best technologies, while at the same time reducing the costs. Through this improved
analysis and monitoring essential scientific information can be obtained about the links
between the soil and climate change, biodiversity, desertification, acidification, erosion and
increased risks as a result from natural disasters. For this reason soil monitoring should be
dealt with under the Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) and INSPIRE
as a matter of priority.

Soil degradation can result in severe safety issues. There is a need for further research on
increased risks for floods and landslides because of sealing and soil subsidence, and increased
impacts of floods, landslides, and seismic activity because of increasing population density
and activities in coastal areas, river basins and areas surrounding volcanoes,. Best practices
should be identified to address these increased risks.

Part of the exercise to ensure better soil protection in the Community entails more structural
improvements of training and education within the European Union on soil classification,
sampling, monitoring and possible best practices on soil protection.

The current Community legislation does not provide for the obligation to monitor the state of
the soil, to identify its degradation and to analyse trends. It does not ensure exchange of
information between the Member States and it proves to be insufficient to prevent soil
degradation. Protection of the environment in Europe without ensuring protection of the soil
would in effect be burying one's head in the sand.
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