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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. In 
the case of amending acts, passages in an existing provision that the 
Commission has left unchanged, but that Parliament wishes to amend, are 
highlighted in bold. Any deletions that Parliament wishes to make in 
passages of this kind are indicated thus: [...]. Highlighting in normal italics is 
an indication for the relevant departments showing parts of the legislative 
text for which a correction is proposed, to assist preparation of the final text 
(for instance, obvious errors or omissions in a given language version). 
Suggested corrections of this kind are subject to the agreement of the 
departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on type-
approval of hydrogen-powered motor vehicles and amending Directive 2007/46/EC 
(COM(2007)0593 – C6-0342/2007 – 2007/0214(COD))

(Codecision procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the European Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2007)0593),

– having regard to Articles 251(2) and Article 95 of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which the 
Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C6-0342/2007),

– having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection (A6-0000/2008),

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it intends to amend the 
proposal substantially or replace it with another text;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) Following the request of the European 
Parliament, a new regulatory approach has 
been introduced in EU vehicle legislation. 
This Regulation should therefore lay down 
only fundamental provisions on 
requirements for the type-approval of 
hydrogen systems and components, 
whereas the technical specifications should 
be laid down by implementing measures 
adopted following comitology procedures.

(3) Following the request of the European 
Parliament, a new regulatory approach has 
been introduced in EU vehicle legislation. 
This Regulation should therefore lay down 
only fundamental provisions on 
requirements for the type-approval of 
hydrogen systems and components, 
whereas the technical specifications should 
be laid down by implementing measures 
adopted following a comitology procedure
involving the European Parliament.
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Or. de

Justification

Even in the context of the new regulatory concept, in which only the fundamental 
requirements are laid down in the regulation and the technical details are laid down later in 
implementing measures, the European Parliament’s involvement must be guaranteed.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) Hydrogen is considered as a clean way 
of powering vehicles as vehicles propelled 
with hydrogen produce neither carbon 
based pollutants nor emissions of green-
house gases from the tailpipe. However, 
care should be taken that the hydrogen fuel 
is produced in a sustainable manner, so that 
the overall environmental balance of 
introducing hydrogen as fuel for motor 
vehicles is positive.

(5) Hydrogen is considered as the clean 
way of powering vehicles for the future, 
leading the way towards a pollution-free 
transport industry, as vehicles propelled 
with hydrogen produce neither carbon-
based pollutants nor emissions of green-
house gases from the tailpipe. However, 
hydrogen is an energy vector and not an 
energy source, so the climate-policy value 
of hydrogen power depends on the source 
from which the hydrogen is obtained. 
Care should therefore be taken that the 
hydrogen fuel is produced in a sustainable 
manner, so that the overall environmental 
balance of introducing hydrogen as fuel for 
motor vehicles is positive.

Or. de

Justification

Along with biofuels and electric power, hydrogen is one of the hopes for alternative non-fossil 
fuels in the transport industry. Hydrogen-powered vehicles could be particularly useful in 
cities for improving air quality. But their potential for reducing motor-car CO2 emissions 
depends on the way in which the hydrogen used has been produced.
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Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) The majority of manufacturers are 
making important investments in the 
development of hydrogen technology and 
have already started to place such vehicles 
on the market. In future years, it is likely 
that the share of hydrogen powered
vehicles will increase in the total fleet. 
Therefore, the specification of common 
requirements concerning the safety of those 
vehicles is necessary.

(8) The majority of manufacturers are 
making important investments in the 
development of hydrogen technology and 
have already started to place such vehicles 
on the market. In future years, it is likely 
that the share of hydrogen-powered
vehicles will increase in the total fleet. 
Therefore, the specification of common 
requirements concerning the safety of those 
vehicles is necessary. As manufacturers 
are following different approaches for the 
development of hydrogen-powered 
vehicles in some cases, there is a need to 
establish the safety requirements in a 
technology-neutral manner.

Or. de

Justification

This type-approval regulation must make possible the further development of all technologies 
for the use of hydrogen power in motor vehicles. The market will show which technology 
ultimately wins through.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Due to the characteristics of the fuel, 
hydrogen powered vehicles may require a 
specific treatment from rescue services. It 
is, therefore, necessary to lay down vehicle 
labelling requirements to inform those 
services of the fuel stored on-board of the 
vehicle.

(11) Due to the characteristics of the fuel, 
hydrogen-powered vehicles may require a 
specific treatment from rescue services. It 
is, therefore, necessary to lay down vehicle 
identification requirements to inform those 
services of the fuel stored on board the 
vehicle. Identification must obviously not 
be allowed to lead to the stigmatisation of 
hydrogen-powered vehicles.
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Or. de

Justification

There are greater risks in an accident with hydrogen vehicles than with those using fossil 
fuels. So we must prevent hydrogen-powered vehicles from being unjustifiably regarded as 
particularly risky vehicles in accidents. It ought to be possible to identify a vehicle’s power 
source with decent, non-stigmatising labelling, and in the long term by means of eCall 
(automatic signalling from motor-vehicles in accidents) or via a central database.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 12 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12a) Hydrogen-powered vehicles are 
unlikely to be successful on the market 
unless adequate filling station 
infrastructure is available in Europe. The 
Commission should therefore look into 
suitable measures to support the 
establishment of a Europe-wide filling-
station network for hydrogen-powered 
vehicles.

Or. de

Justification

Without adequate filling station infrastructure hydrogen-powered vehicles will not be 
successful. So the activities of, for instance, the EU or the Joint Technology Initiative under 
the Seventh Framework Research Programme must be boosted to ensure that existing 
differences between Member States in the approval of hydrogen filling stations do not impede 
the establishment of a Europe-wide filling-station network.
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Amendment 6

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

This Regulation applies to: This Regulation applies to: 

1. hydrogen powered vehicles of categories 
M and N, including impact protection and 
electric safety of such vehicles;

1. hydrogen-powered vehicles of categories 
M, N and L, including impact protection 
and electric safety of such vehicles;

2. hydrogen components designed for 
motor vehicles of categories M and N, 
listed in Annex I; 

2. hydrogen components designed for 
motor vehicles of categories M, N and L, 
listed in Annex I; 

3. hydrogen systems designed for motor 
vehicles of categories M and N, including 
new forms of hydrogen storage or usage.

3. hydrogen systems designed for motor 
vehicles of categories M, N and L, 
including new forms of hydrogen storage 
or usage.

Or. de

Justification

Vehicles in Class L (motor-cycles) should be included in the regulation’s scope to ensure that 
the development and marketing of hydrogen-powered models is promoted for this category of 
vehicle too.

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 1 – point d

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(d) the detailed rules for hydrogen 
components and systems set out in Annex 
VI;

(d) the detailed rules for hydrogen 
components and systems set out in Annex 
VI, particularly for identifying the 
vehicles to rescue services in accordance 
with Annex VI, point 15;

Or. de

Justification
There are greater risks in an accident with hydrogen vehicles than with those using fossil 
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fuels. So we must prevent hydrogen-powered vehicles from being unjustifiably regarded as 
particularly risky vehicles in accidents. It ought to be possible to identify a vehicle’s power 
source with decent, non-stigmatising labelling, and in the long term by means of eCall 
(automatic signalling from motor-vehicles in accidents) or via a central database.

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Annex I – point b – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(b) components designed to use 
compressed (gaseous) hydrogen:

(b) components designed to use 
compressed (gaseous) hydrogen with a 
nominal system pressure of over 30 bar:

Or. de

Justification

The testing of components using hydrogen should remain confined to components with a 
pressure of over 30 bar, as the required safety level can be ensured more cost-effectively in 
other suitable ways. The safety of low-pressure components can be ensured by a more cost-
effective safety management system through the interplay of components such as valves, 
sensors and governors.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Annex VI – point 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) Labels may be used to indicate to
rescue services that liquid or compressed 
(gaseous) hydrogen is used.

(15) It must be possible for rescue services 
to identify the hydrogen power source of a 
vehicle.

Or. de

Justification

There are greater risks in an accident with hydrogen vehicles than with those using fossil 
fuels. So we must prevent hydrogen-powered vehicles from being unjustifiably regarded as 
particularly risky vehicles in accidents. It ought to be possible to identify a vehicle’s power 
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source with decent, non-stigmatising labelling, and in the long term by means of eCall 
(automatic signalling from motor-vehicles in accidents) or via a central database (see also 
Amendment 4).
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The purpose of this proposal is to lay down harmonised technical provisions for the type-
approval of hydrogen-powered vehicles for the first time. There is a need to introduce EU-
wide approval criteria for such vehicles, to safeguard not only the operation of the single 
market but also a high level of safety and environmental protection. Since hydrogen-powered 
vehicles are not at present included in the EC type-approval system, Member States may grant 
approvals for such vehicles on a one-off basis without having to lay down new laws. In such a 
practice there is a risk that every Member State will draw up its own approval conditions, 
resulting in distortion of the single market. This would lead to high costs for manufacturers,
create safety risks and also considerably impede the spread of hydrogen technology in the EU. 
For these reasons the rapporteur regards the Commission proposal as an important step 
towards obtaining alternative fuels for the transport sector.

In other parts of the world – such as in the United States or the Asian economic area – work is 
also proceeding on the development of hydrogen-powered vehicles. Here too the question of 
type-approval comes up. The EU’s negotiations at international level for approval conditions 
applicable worldwide are bound to take some while yet. An EU type-approval regulation 
could point the way forward for an international approval system.

Hydrogen is, with biofuels and electric power, one of the EU’s main hopes for replacing oil in 
the transport industry in future, reducing air pollution and cutting transport-related CO2
emissions. As an energy vector hydrogen is universally usable, producible from various 
sources in a wide variety of ways, transportable and storable. It could bring renewable 
energies on to the market, but could also be integrated into the conventional system. These 
properties make hydrogen a particularly attractive option for the transport industry.

At the same time, critical voices have repeatedly cast doubt on the environmental value of 
hydrogen, as it is an energy vector but not an energy source. Whether or not one shares these 
objections to the hydrogen vector, they are not in the rapporteur’s view an argument against 
the present type-approval regulation as such. Hydrogen’s unquestionable flexibility as a 
source of transport power means that in the motor vehicle industry it is a technology which 
should be granted opportunities for development. Whether hydrogen-powered vehicles will 
win through in the marketplace in future or other technologies prove more successful, time 
and further development will tell. But EU-wide uniform type-approval regulations are the 
minimum requirement if hydrogen-powered vehicles are to reach the point of marketability at 
all.

The rapporteur points out that the successful introduction of hydrogen-powered vehicles on 
the European market will also depend on whether the appropriate hydrogen filling station 
network can be established in time. The regulation’s scope should also be expanded to include 
motor-cycles. And she also favours ensuring that rescue services are able to identify the 
hydrogen power source of such vehicles. For this purpose there are, in addition to the 
labelling scheme to be introduced initially, various longer-term options such as eCall (which 
automatically sends a signal to rescue services from the vehicle in the event of an accident), or 
a central database in which the vehicle’s technical data are stored independently of the 
vehicle’s owner and can be interrogated by accident rescue services. These options are 
already technically feasible and only require the appropriate infrastructure to be set up.
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On the road to a sustainable energy economy that is based on environmentally compatible and 
renewable energies, the move to non-fossil fuels is of great importance to private passenger 
transport. Not least because to individual citizens the prospects and limitations of hydrogen 
technology are becoming apparent day by day through their own experience in the private 
vehicle sector. Moreover the current debate about the sustainable cultivation of biofuels has 
shown that we cannot dispense with other new and sustainable technologies for transport. 
That is why it is important for the proposed regulation to create the conditions needed for 
Europe-wide approval of vehicles using the alternative power source of hydrogen.
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