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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
majority of the votes cast

**I Cooperation procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

**II Cooperation procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

*** Assent procedure
majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases 
covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and 
Article 7 of the EU Treaty

***I Codecision procedure (first reading)
majority of the votes cast

***II Codecision procedure (second reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position
majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend 
the common position

***III Codecision procedure (third reading)
majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the 
Commission.)

Amendments to a legislative text

In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. In 
the case of amending acts, passages in an existing provision that the 
Commission has left unchanged, but that Parliament wishes to amend, are 
highlighted in bold. Any deletions that Parliament wishes to make in 
passages of this kind are indicated thus: [...]. Highlighting in normal italics is 
an indication for the relevant departments showing parts of the legislative 
text for which a correction is proposed, to assist preparation of the final text 
(for instance, obvious errors or omissions in a given language version).
Suggested corrections of this kind are subject to the agreement of the 
departments concerned.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the draft Council decision amending the Rules of Procedure of the Court of Justice to 
specify the language rules which are to apply to the review procedure
(5953/2008 – C6-0066/2008 – 2008/0801(CNS))

(Consultation procedure)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the draft Council decision (5953/2008),

– having regard to Article 245, second paragraph, of the EC Treaty and Article 160, second 
paragraph, of the Euratom Treaty, pursuant to which the Council consulted Parliament 
(C6-0066/2008),

– having regard to the Commission opinion under the second paragraph of Article 245 of 
the EC Treaty and the second paragraph of Article 160 of the EAEC Treaty regarding the 
request to amend the rules of procedure of the Court of Justice on the language 
arrangements applicable to the review procedure, submitted by the Court, in accordance 
with Article 64 of the Statute of the Court of Justice (SEC(2008)0345),

– having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Legal Affairs (A6-0000/2008),

1. Approves the draft Council decision;

2. Calls on the Council to notify Parliament if it intends to depart from the text approved by 
Parliament;

3. Asks the Council to consult Parliament again if it intends to amend the text submitted for 
consultation substantially;

4. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The draft Council decision, stemming from a request from the Court of Justice, is intended to 
add a provision to the Court’s Rules of Procedure concerning the use of languages in the 
review procedure in accordance with Article 64 of the Court’s Statute, following the 
procedure set out in Article 245, second paragraph, of the EC Treaty and Article 160, second 
paragraph, of the Euratom Treaty.

The procedure allowing the Court of Justice to review decisions of the Court of First Instance, 
as provided for in Article 225(2) and (3) of the EC Treaty and Article 140a(2) and (3) of the 
Euratom Treaty, may be used when the latter Court has ruled on appeals against decisions of 
judicial panels or on questions referred for a preliminary ruling in specific areas laid down in 
the Statute of the Court of Justice.

Under the Statute a review may be carried out in cases where questions referred for a 
preliminary ruling fall within the jurisdiction of the Court of First Instance. Although this 
possibility has not yet arisen, the Court of Justice has nevertheless taken the view that its 
Rules of Procedure need to be amended to enable it to apply its language arrangements to the 
new review procedure.

The amendment to the Rules of Procedure, in the form of an Article 123a to be inserted in 
Title IVa, stipulates that proceedings will be conducted in the language of the particular 
decision (i.e. of the Court of First Instance) being reviewed.

The provision being proposed is thus similar to the provision set out in Article 110 of the 
Rules of Procedure concerning appeals against decisions of the Court of First Instance.

That being the case, the rapporteur endorses the draft Council decision.
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