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The meeting started at 16h07, under the co-chairmanship of Mr Marko Bello, Chairperson of the 
Albanian delegation and Mrs Doris Pack, Chairperson of the EP delegation for relations with the 
countries of South-East Europe. 
 
Mr Bello opened the meeting and welcomed all the participants, as did Mrs. Pack. 
 
  
1. Adoption of the draft agenda 
 
The agenda was adopted with the only change that point 5 would be dealt with before point 4. 
 
 
2. Approval of the minutes of the 9th IPM EP-Albania, held in Brussels on 9-10 

September 2002 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting were adopted. 
 
3. Political situation in Albania, with particular reference to 
   - the results of the local government elections 
 
Ambassador Salzmann, Head of the European Commission Delegation in Tirana, took the 
floor. Speaking of the recent visits of the President of the European Parliament, Mr. Pat Cox, 
and of the President of the European Commission, Mr. Romano Prodi, to Albania, he recalled 
that Albania had concrete possibilities to conclude an Association and Stabilisation Agreement 
with the EU. Nevertheless, progress in the negotiation of the various chapters of the Agreement 
would not be enough, the EU would need the guarantee of Albania's implementation capacity. 
He also recalled Commissioner Patten's declarations of end-2002, urging Albania to show much 
more commitment and political will in fighting organised crime and stepping up the reform 
process. On the recent local elections, he mentioned the general remarks which had been made 
also by the OSCE and stressed that some improvement was still needed. 
 
Mrs Meksi, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for European Integration of Albania, 
underlined that the official opening of the negotiations for an ASA had been an historical event 
for the country. She stressed that European integration was an absolute priority for Albania, 
which should be governed by superior interests, beyond the interests of any political party. She 
informed the audience that she was also acting as Chief negotiator for the Albanian Government 
and that she was conscious that the success of the Stabilisation and Association Process would 
mostly depend on the country itself, on its ability to fulfil the criteria and on the commitment of 
every single player. She was pleased to note that there was some improvement in the co-
operation among the concerned players, and that the European integration  process was carefully 
monitored: some of the new elements in the Government's action were the involvement of the 
civil society, transparency, training and information campaigns in the media. The Government 
was also acting to transform the brain drain in "brain gain". Six rounds of negotiations had been 
held so far, and more progress was expected to lead towards the conclusion. 
She was pleased to recall that the European Council of Thessaloniki had decided to enrich the 
Stabilisation and Association Process for the countries of the Western Balkans with new 
elements inspired by the EU enlargement process. The Thessaloniki Agenda also provided for 
enhanced economic co-operation, but most important for Albania would be to benefit from a 
well co-ordinated long term vision; to progress towards free movement of people; to benefit 
from some pre-accession assistance (for example, the Structural Funds) even without 
negotiating for accession and to increase Albania's participation in the EU programmes. 
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In concluding, Mrs. Meksi thanked the members of the EP delegation for their support. 
 
Ambassador Jannucci, representing the Italian Presidency in Office of the Council of the 
European Union, recalled that the future of the Western Balkan countries lay in Europe, and that 
the Stabilisation and Association process, which was the top priority of the Italian Presidency, 
was the fundamental framework. The main task was to transform into concrete actions the 
decisions taken at Thessaloniki. In this respect, he announced that two important meetings, at 
the ministerial level, had been foreseen on the 28th November and the 9th December, with the 
enlargement and the Western Balkan countries, on matters related to justice and home affairs. 
Other meetings would be organised on commercial matters. 
The speed of the Stabilisation and Association process would depend, essentially, on Albania. 
The Italian Presidency would be in favour of the establishment, even before the conclusion of an 
ASA, of a Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee EP-Albania. 
For the immediate future and to allow the SA negotiation to progress, it would be paramount to 
maintain a good political climate, to improve the legislative framework for elections, to ensure 
the implementation of the reforms, to strengthen administrative capacity and the judiciary, and 
to resolutely fight against organised crime and corruption. The latter, in fact, would also be the 
necessary pre-condition for the liberalisation of the visa regime. 
 
Mr Bello read his intervention. The dream of belonging to the European Union would require 
continuous efforts to come true. A good example of political consensus had been given with the 
approval of the new Albanian electoral code, and a certain political "harmony" had been 
recognised by the European Commission in its assessment of the country prior to the opening of 
the negotiations for the ASA. He was pleased to observe that now the political climate in 
Albania was normal and that the recent local elections had been peaceful: of course, the 
Albanian Institutions had examined the OSCE report but had already given their explanations. 
The OSCE had written a realistic report and he was glad that in no case the victory of a party in 
an individual circumscription had been put into question. He was confident that the performance 
of Albania in these elections would contribute positively to the country's European integration. 
He welcomed the winners of the local elections and underlined that his party had accepted the 
electoral results and contributed positively to the vote counting. In the case of Tirana, he was 
disappointed about the contestations on the results of the vote, which, in his view, were clear. In 
conclusion, he confirmed that the Albanian authorities would do everything which had been 
recommended by the OSCE to improve their electoral system. 
 
Mr Mustafaj, representing the Democratic Party, said that, after the legislative elections of 
2001, a period of relative political stability had followed, which had been characterised by the 
consensual election of the President of the Republic, the approval of the electoral code (prepared 
by a bi-partisan parliamentary committee) and the arrest of the General Prosecutor. But 
afterwards, the Government had not shown real commitment in the fight against organised 
crime, corruption, and for eradicating the links between the politicians and organised crime. 
The Democratic Party had presented a proposal with 18 points, for example the institution of a 
committee to investigate on all the public tenders, which would be chaired by a representative of 
a different party in respect  of the party in Government at the time of a tender. This proposal had 
been rejected. His party had also submitted a draft law on immunity, which had also been 
rejected. At the present time, the Democratic Party wanted to underline the following three 
points: there had been no political balance in the Central Electoral Commission, where the 
Socialist Party had got 3 out of 5 members, nor in some local electoral commissions; the role of 
the police in the electoral process had improved, and in this respect he wanted to thank the 
international community and in particular the OSCE for the new provisions which they had 
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proposed; the public financing of the electoral campaign had been granted very late, which had 
caused difficulties. 
Coming to the results of the local elections, he was disappointed about the delay in the vote 
counting for the town of Tirana, and stressed that the OSCE report was not very encouraging for 
the Government, since it pointed at various irregularities in the voting lists. Five appeals against 
decisions of the Central Electoral Commission were still pending, and, in conclusion, he did not 
consider that Albania had reached standards for free and fair elections yet. 
 
Mr Ceka recalled that there were more than two political parties in Albania. He also mentioned 
that the voting lists contained mistakes, and denounced that the Central Electoral Commission 
only represented the two main parties and it was a purely political organ, which was a situation 
not admittable in other countries. In his view, the new electoral code was a failure, it represented 
a step backwards. For example, the vote counting should not take place in the zone commissions 
but before the candidates and in public. Talking about the judicial system, he expressed doubts 
on its independence and was sorry to note that there were still some signs of the communist 
times. 
 
Mr. Mediu shared the view that the electoral code had various drawbacks. Moreover, the 
country was going through a sensitive period, there was an undeclared Government crisis, since 
it had not been possible to appoint some important Ministers, for example the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. There were also two deputy-ministers who had been entrusted powers by-
passing the authority of the Parliament. This was a sign of an institutional crisis. Moreover, his 
party (the Republican Party) had received information about links between the Government and 
organised crime. 
 
Mr. Caci invited his Albanian colleagues not to dramatise the situation, Albania was after all 
still a country in transition, and the Prime Minister was at present duly considering what to do: it 
had never happened before that some Socialist Ministers had resigned. He reported that the 
President of the Republic had been requested not to exceed his powers, and to respect the 
Albanian Constitution, which was just few years old. 
He wanted to stress the difference between internal struggles and a possible conflict among the 
various powers of the State. 
 
Mr. Shehi admitted that, although the electoral process had improved in the country, the new 
code had not prevented contestations, despite the support received from the international 
community and the positive activity of the political parties: therefore, he considered it necessary 
that the electoral code be reviewed. Voters in Albania were not many, just 700.000, and this had 
given the Central Electoral Commission a large "marge de manoeuvre". The problem of vote 
control for those living abroad had not been solved. He denounced the permanent crisis in the 
Socialist Party, depending on its internal division into "clans", which was a serious and difficult 
problem to solve. In this situation, he said, it would not be possible to exclude anticipated 
elections. He was disappointed to note that the Socialist Party, after seven years in Government, 
had not been able to move the country forward, and at present it appeared to have exhausted its 
possibilities. 
 
Mrs Pack , addressing Mr. Caci, said that, on the contrary, it was good that the President of the 
Republic had called the problems by their name and had urged the Government to solve them. 
Infact, the problems which had been detected were not "internal" problems of the Socialist 
Party, to be solved through the congress of the Party, but problems of the whole country. The 
Albanian people could not tolerate anymore mutual accusations among politicians. The general 
Prosecutor should look, finally, into the accusations of crime. On the Parliament's side, there 
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were also possibilities for action, for example to approve a motion of "non-confidence", but the 
situation could not continue as it was and if the Government was not able to unblock it alone, 
then it would be necessary to "help" it from outside. 
Talking about the electoral process, she was pleased to note that the police had functioned well 
in the last local elections; the remaining problem was still the same, the accuracy of the voters' 
lists and she invited her fellow parliamentarians to resolve it before the next legislative 
elections. 
Another problem detected was the excessive power of the members of the electoral 
commissions, and the practical impossibility to correct them. 
She enquired as to how could the blockage in the vote counting for Tirana be solved, but 
observed that, for that town, the Democratic Party had more members than the Socialist Party in 
the electoral commission, therefore the accusations against the Socialists seemed to be unfair. 
 
Mr.  Swoboda was worried to note that the provisional report from the OSCE looked more 
positive than the final one would be. He repeated the invitation to his colleagues from Albania 
to improve the electoral code and to correct the mistakes in the voters' lists before the next 
legislative elections. He invited them to take into account all the harm which had been provoked 
to the country's image by these irregularities, and urged in particular the Socialist members to do 
their utmost between now and the Party's congress in December. 
 
Mr. Mustafaj, responding to Mrs. Pack's question on the Tirana blockage in the vote counting, 
said that it was very difficult to count and to solve problems because important documents were 
missing. 
 
Mr. Bello, responding to Mr. Swoboda, shared the view that electoral irregularities had had a 
negative impact on the country's image, but he encouraged all the political forces in Parliament 
to use every means in order to go ahead until the natural end of the Parliament's mandate. He 
was worried that the Democratic Party would exerce undue pressure on the President of the 
Republic in order to make him unduly influence the Government. 
 
Mr. Mediu underlined that, in his view, the Socialist Party was not to be blamed for its number 
of members in the Parliament or in the other organs, but on its incapacity to govern the country, 
since it was composed of people mutually accusing each other of very serious crimes. At this 
point, he considered that a motion of "non-confiance" was the only way forward, and it would 
be coherent with the Albanian Constitution provisions. He wanted to recall that the President of 
the European Parliament, in his recent visit, had stressed that organised crime was one of the 
main problems of Albania. 
 
Mr. Caci, replying to Mrs. Pack, specified that in his intervention he did intend to say that the 
President of the Republic was trying to substitute himself to the Parliament in what should be a 
formal motion of "non-confiance". 
 
Mr Mastorakis was sorry to note that the image of Albania depicted by the interventions of the 
parliamentarians was a deceiving one. He invited them to show more flexibility, to avoid  
remaining "confined" to rigid discussions only involving the cross responsibilities of the two 
major political parties and to take into account the other Albanian political parties in the debate. 
He wondered what sanctions would be applied in the case of infringement of the provisions of 
the electoral code and shared the view that the code should be amended before the next 
legislative elections. 
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5. The fight against organised crime: 
    - organisation of the police forces; 
    - law and practise for tackling illegal possession and use of weapons. 
 
Mr. Ceka introduced the item and said that Albania had launched new initiatives and reforms. 
 
Mrs. Pack  asked about the state of play regarding the reforms implementation, and recalled 
that the poor conditions of the penal system were not healthy for the country. She mentioned, in 
that context, the tragic recent assassination of the General Prosecutor's driver. She recalled then 
that the problem of trafficking of weapons had not been solved yet. 
 
Mr. Mediu was concerned to note that the problem of fighting against crime had been 
politicised too much, especially during the electoral period. He recalled that the European 
Parliament had adopted a resolution covering that aspect too, and was sorry to say that he did 
not see any new initiative in Albania to tackle the phenomenon yet. 
 
Mr. Caci underlined that the Prime Minister had also the function to guarantee justice in the 
country. He considered that, although there was a certain improvement in the activity of the 
judiciary, especially in the fight against drugs or in the field of falsified passports, judges needed 
more independence in Albania. Anyway, some positive signals were to be detected, for 
example, recently a deputy minister had been prosecuted. 
 
Mr. Ceka spoke about the problem of weapons, and considered that it was a difficult one to be 
analysed and discussed, but, in his view, trafficking of weapons did not represent in Albania a 
phenomenon of organised crime. 
 
Mrs. Pack asked what was the situation of the blood feuds and whether this was still a problem 
in the country. 
 
Mr Mediu  answered that the blood feuds were a delicate problem and it was difficult for the 
State to organise methods to eradicate it. The phenomenon concerned the whole country, but in 
particular the northern part of Albania. It was known that , as a result of the blood feuds, entire 
families were still obliged to remain at home and the children could not attend school. 
 
Mr. Ceka considered that sometimes the seriousness of the problem had been exagerated, and 
said that recently a parliamentary committee had invited the President of the Republic to 
examine the issue. Various discussions had been organised on the subject and, luckily, there 
were less cases of assassination, but still ramifications were to be recognised, as well as too 
many cases of adults and children obliged to stay at home to avoid dangers for their life. 
 
Mr. Swoboda considered that the problem had to be tackled through education, and enquired 
how the Institutions could act in order to avoid that family structures abuse the law, as they did, 
for example, with the family vote. 
 
Mr. Bello concluded the discussion. 
 

*** 
The meeting adjourned at 18h 25 and  

 
was re-assumed the day after, 28 October 2003,  at 09h 13 
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*** 
 
4. Economic situation,  property recording and property restitution 
 
Mr Caci read a written contribution. He mentioned some small progress in the situation of 
energy supply, some increase in exports, some progress in road construction and road 
rehabilitation in the country. Economic growth and inflation rate had respected the agreed 
targets. Coming to property restitution, he reported that the Albanian Government, after taking 
into account the results of the work of a specialised group of experts, had prepared a draft law 
and sent it to the Parliament, in the hope that Parliament would approve it rapidly. 
 
Mr Mediu, on the other hand, was sorry to note a negative trend in the economy, for example in 
the field of unemployment. 
Coming to property restitution, he stressed that this was one of the most serious problems in the 
country and that, in his view, the Government was violating the Albanian Constitution in this 
respect, which also had negative effects on the economy. He was disappointed to note that the 
Parliament had not taken into consideration the draft law submitted by the Republican and other 
parties. At the moment, there were therefore two draft laws on the table, that of the Government 
and that of the Republican Party and others. He mentioned that the OSCE had offered the 
Government its technical assistance, but the Government had preferred to stick to the work of its 
own group of experts which was composed of Socialist members, with a precise political view.  
In his view, the OSCE was also under pressure from the Socialist Government. He said that the 
draft law prepared by the Government would not resolve any property dispute, but only increase 
the chaos and corruption. 
He mentioned many examples of abuses against private owners of small real estates along the 
sea-coast, where the Government had not shown any willingness to pay compensation. 
Moreover, those who were renting the properties paid a ridiculous price. The Government had 
also allowed illegal constructions in some cases, whilst in others, it had used force to demolish, 
and therefore the Government applied two different weights and measures. 
 
Mr Mastorakis introduced his intervention by saying that he came from Greece, the nearest 
country of the European Union to Albania, and one where many Albanian people were living 
and working. Therefore, he had a good understanding of the economic situation in Albania; 
nevertheless, although the GDP growth remained satisfactory, he could see various negative 
signals: for example, in the agricultural sector, or in the tax collection sector, where companies 
should be closed down in the case of non-payment, instead of letting them survive, or in the 
privatisation process, which was too slow. 
Moreover, he was sorry to note that infrastructures were not adequate and the juridical situation 
was not safe. On property protection and restitution, which were matters under the art. 41 of the 
Albanian Constitution, he mentioned a book written by the Greek lawyer and Member of the 
European Parliament Tsatsos, and was concerned that legal provisions had not been respected. 
The association of owners had written a letter to denounce the situation and the political parties 
representing the opposition had organised a round table, which had addressed precise requests to 
the Albanian Government 
 
He indicated that the Greek Government and Parliament were working together with the 
Albanian Institutions for the country's economic revival, and expressed the hope that, with good 
will, progress would be achieved. 
 
Mr  Bello recognised that, so far, the problem of property restitution had not been resolved, and 
that it required true political will. 
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Mr Brace invited the participants to bear in mind that the Albanian economy was already 
monitored, in every field, by the international community, on the basis of precise parameters for 
each sector. The International Monetary Fund had recently published a report and addressed 
recommendations to the Albanian Government and the other Institutions. 
In the field of privatisation, he admitted that the period was problematic, but there was some 
progress in the operation concerning the Savings Bank, for which the first offers had been 
received from Austria, Hungary and Serbia and Montenegro, and in another operation 
concerning a big insurance company. 
He underlined that the Government had a vision for the economic regeneration of the country, 
especially for the less developed regions of the North and North-East. He thought that the 
continuation of the structural reforms, especially through the conclusion of concession 
agreements, would produce new incomes. 
Coming to property protection and restitution, he reported a case of social unrest in the form of 
riots by some former Albanian migrants in the North of the country, who were supported by the 
Democratic Party and had finally decided to move to Tirana and settle illegally there.  He said 
that the draft law presented by the Republican and other parties was not adequate to resolve 
these kind of problems and illegal constructions should be demolished. 
He was in favour of a law which, in the case of an available property, would return it to the 
owners but, in the case of an occupied property, would try to understand the social implications 
for the people concerned and, possibly, offer financial compensation to the former owner. 
Therefore, in his view, it was necessary to approve such a law and also a budget allowing to pay 
financial compensations. He rejected the allegations that the working group of experts, 
established by the Government, which had prepared the draft law on property restitution was 
politicised. 
Of course, the matter was very delicate and there were still abuses, but he wanted to invite 
everybody to consider all aspects of the problem. 
 
Mrs. Pack, addressing Mr. Mediu, said that he was not right to accuse the OSCE: anyway, it 
was not the OSCE, but the Albanian Parliament in charge of the law on property restitution. She 
showed understanding of the issue and mentioned the case of the German re-unification. She 
suggested to look for a compromise between the two drafts but urged, after such a long time, to 
find a solution, without forgetting the properties of the churches. 
She also asked questions on the situation of energy and on the privatisation process. 
 
Mr. Mediu replied that he did not intend to be polemic, but he wanted to stress that, in the 
particular cases that he had mentioned, concerning properties on the sea-coast, the public 
Institutions had not respected the law on the development of tourism  (legalisation of illegal 
constructions.......) 
 
Mrs. Pack invited him to discuss with the majority and to find out which parts of the two drafts 
could be taken to compose a compromise. 
 
Mr. Mediu said that the majority in Parliament, in any case, would not accept the amendments 
presented by the opposition. 
 
Mr. Mastorakis said that the State could not expropriate private properties without paying a 
compensation, but was worried because it was not clear from where would the State take the 
necessary money. He mentioned the conversation held by the EP delegation with the Orthodox 
Patriarch Janullatos on the problem of the properties of the churches and invited his fellow 
parliamentarians to strictly respect the Constitution. He said that the judiciary should have a role 
to play in that matter too. 
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Mr. Mustafaj spoke about the energy and was disappointed that the Government did not have a 
strategy either for the medium or for the long term. He regretted that, despite the huge financial 
assistance from abroad in that sector, no progress was to be recorded. 
He said that the only result achieved by the Government in economy was the big increase of 
unemployment which, in certain places, had reached the record rate of 65 %. 
Coming to the privatisation process, he said that the Government had not managed it as an 
economic reform, but as the seal of the State property. 
 
Mr. Caci did not agree with Mr. Mustafaj in the sense that, in his view, the Government did 
have a clear and understandable strategy in the field of energy. 
 
Mrs. Pack said that the situation of energy supply was difficult because Albania only relied on 
hydro-electric energy. 
 
Mr. Shehi confirmed that 96 % of the Albanian energy came from hydro-electric sources, 93 % 
of which were situated in the North-Eastern part of the country, and was sorry to note that this 
un-resolved problem had been inherited from the Communist era. Improvements in the energy 
sector took place too slowly. Moreover, only 70 to 73 % of the energy consumption was actually 
paid for by consumers, and Albania had in any case to import energy from abroad. In the end, 
there were continuous electricity cuts in the country and a lot of investment would be needed. 
Coming to the economic data, he said that the real GDP growth was not 6 % but only 4.5 % for 
2002. Inflation was maintained under control through the monetary policy, but Albania had a 
huge deficit. It was true that exports had grown by 8 %, but this rate was still too low in respect 
of the deficit of the trade balance. Albania would collapse, should the remittances of migrants 
from abroad be stopped. 
There was a worrying rate of corruption in the public administration of Albania: in six years of 
Socialist Government, 5 Prime Ministers had been changed and, each time, they had replaced 
automatically the managers of the public Institutions, which was a negative thing, because it had 
prevented the public administration from working professionally. 
 
Mr. Ceka, coming back to the problem of property restitution, insisted that compensation was 
necessary for expropriated properties, and considered that it should be under the format of a 
financial compensation, because the "physical" compensation was too difficult to put into 
practise. He said that the OSCE , despite its will of acting as a mediator, had not succeeded to 
contribute to find a consensus on the draft laws. 
 
Mr. Brace said that Albania, from the economic point of view, was not a sovereign State. He 
admitted that, to agree on a property restitution law providing for financial compensations, a 
strong political will and consensus would be necessary. He also accused the opposition of 
behaving in a contradictory way, because they did not want the Government to liberalise the 
energy prices. 
 
Mrs. Pack repeated that the property restitution law had to be approved through a large 
consensus. And, addressing the representatives of the party in Government, she underlined that 
the State still had in its hands a lot of land which should be gradually returned to the owners, 
also to give an example of good political will. 
 
Mr. Caci concluded the discussion saying that continuous mutual accusations did not represent 
responsible behaviour among politicians, and they would produce an image of corruption, which 
would have a negative impact on the whole country. 
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6.  Albania approaching the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy and Albania foreign 
policy 
 
Mr Bello read a written contribution. The European Council of Thessaloniki had given a further 
contribution to the clarification of the participation of the Western Balkan countries to the 
political dialogue with the EU and in particular to the CFSP. Concerning the Convention on the 
International Criminal Court, Albania was honouring it in all possible respects; the Court's 
jurisdiction  exoneration clause agreed with the United States was only a bilateral business. 
Albania was very interested to NATO accession. 
 
Mr Mediu said that, concerning the exhoneration clause, the Albanian authorities had 
continuously contributed to an open discussion and they had organised a public round table 
before ratifying the Convention. Of course, the US had proposed to Albania to sign a bilateral 
agreement on the Court's jurisdiction exhoneration, and of course Albania was conscious of the 
EU position that such a bilateral agreement would have put into question the Court's 
effectiveness. But the EU had not provided Albania with a legal opinion on the reasons why the 
country should not sign that bilateral agreement. In his view, Albania had to sign because the 
presence of the US in the region was absolutely necessary, in order to avoid the risk of further 
conflicts. The US had traditionally been involved in conflict resolution, whilst the EU had less 
experience in that respect. Moreover, he reported that an EU country, namely France, had also 
requested to be excluded for seven years from the Court's jurisdiction. Albania did not want, of 
course, to weaken the Court, but it was a small country after all. Albania wanted to support the 
EU foreign policy but, at the same time, it wanted to determine its own foreign policy freely. 
 
Mrs Pack praised Albania for its positive role in the neighbourhood and regional policy, but, on 
the ICC, she stressed that it was the US to be blamed, because they had, as the strongest power, 
turned to the weakest. She understood that Albania had been put into a difficult position but 
alerted her fellow parliamentarians that many people from outside would not understand the 
country's attitude. In this respect, she read an excerpt from a draft resolution, which would soon 
be submitted to the European Parliament by the MEP Lagendijk, blaming Albania for the 
signature of the bilateral agreement with the US. She assured her colleagues that her political 
group would try to amend that paragraph, but stressed that Albania should bear in mind the 
reaction of the EU and urged them not to repeat such a mistake in the future. 
 
Mr  Bello concluded the discussion. 
 
 
7. EU-Albania relations: the state of play of negotiations for a Stabilisation  
    and Association Agreement 
 
Mr Mediu , on the invitation of Mr. Bello to present the subject, said that there was a common 
political view on the importance of European integration for Albania. He was satisfied with the 
fact that the opposition had been involved in the political process which had brought about the 
election of the President of the Republic, which was the last obstacle to overcome before 
starting the negotiations with the EU.  He was however disappointed with the way things were 
going at present in that the Government was considering the negotiations with the EU as its 
private property, and was conducting them without transparency. This was particularly 
inappropriate, because, on the contrary, Parliament, the judiciary and the public administration 
should have a direct knowledge and link with the negotiations. In this respect, the former 
Minister for European Integration Nako had acted much more positively. He said that his party 
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would propose to call a round table in order to maintain the political consensus around the 
negotiations in progress. 
 
He informed the participants that his party had had talks with Commissioner Patten and 
requested increased financial assistance from CARDS. Apparently, the Commissioner had 
answered that there was a certain availability of funds. 
In conclusion, he recalled that the President of the European Parliament Cox, during his recent 
visit to Albania, had stressed that the country was at risk of propagating a bad image of itself 
and, to counter that, the Government should act, at last, against crime. 
 
Mrs. Pack advised her fellow Albanian parliamentarians that it would be useful to have talks 
with representatives of the new acceding countries, to have an insight of their experience prior 
to accession, and during their preparation. 
She mentioned the last report published by the European Commission on the Stabilisation and 
Association Process for Albania, which had indicated the following priorities: maintaining 
political stability; ensuring a free and fair electoral process; improving the protection of human 
and minority rights, including property rights; stepping up the fight against corruption and fraud. 
She recognised that Albania had already concluded the negotiations on various chapters of the 
ASA but this was not enough to demonstrate implementation capacity. She recalled that the 
former Minister Nako had put a lot of emphasis on implementation. 
About CARDS, she admitted that the funds were being reduced, but invited her colleagues not 
to continue to rely only on the EU money. She informed them that she had recently presented an 
amendment to the draft report by Mr. Lagendijk (MEP) asking that more funding from CARDS 
should be devoted to infrastructures. 
She recalled that the European Council of Thessaloniki had called on Albania to participate in 
the political dialogue with the EU, in the CFSP and in the EU programmes. The European 
Council had also mentioned the possible creation of a Stabilisation and Association 
Parliamentary Committee EU-Albania but the EP had not taken any decision yet. 
In concluding , she encouraged Albania to show ownership of the Stabilisation and Association 
process, including the implementation aspects, and shared the mentioned views expressed by 
President Cox. 
 
 
 
8. Adoption of a joint statement by the chairpersons of the delegations 
 
The final text was adopted with amendments following the results of a long discussion. 
 
Mrs. Pack, Mr. Mustafaj, Mr. Bello, Mr. Brace, Mr. Mediu and Mr. Ceka intervened. 
 
 
9. Any other business 
 
None. 
 
 
10. Date and place of the next interparliamentary meeting 
 
It was decided to organise the next IPM in Autumn 2004 in Brussels, the exact date to be 
communicated later on, taking into account the possible establishment of a new delegation of 
the European Parliament, following the elections of June 2004. 
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* * * * 
 
Mrs Pack thanked all the participants.  
 
Mr Bello thanked the Members of the European Parliament and said good-bye until the next 
meeting. 
 

* * * * 
 

The meeting finished at 12h30 
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BILAG/ANLAGE/ΠΑΡΑΡΤΗΜΑ/ANNEX/ 
 ANNEXE/ALLEGATO/BIJLAGE/ANEXO/BILAGA 

 
 DELTAGERLISTE/ANWESENHEITSLISTE/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/RECORD 
 OF ATTENDANCE/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/LISTE DE PRESENCE/ELENCO DEI 
 PRESENTI/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/LÄSNÄOLOLISTA/DELTAGARLISTA 
 

 
Til stede 
 
 
 
Anwesend 
 
 
 
Παρόvτες 
 
 
 
Present 
 
 
Presentes 
 
 
Présents 
 
 
Presenti 
 
 
Aanwezig 
 
 
Läsnä 
 
 
Närvarande 
 
 

 
Formandskabet/Vorstand/Πρoεδρείo/Bureau/Ufficio di Presidenza/Mesa/Puhemiehistö/J.L. Presidium: (*) 
PACK(1,2 ), SWOBODA (1,2)  
 
Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Μέλη/Members/Diputados/Députés/Deputati/Leden/Deputados/jäsenet/ 
Ledamöter:  
LISI (1,2), MASTORAKIS (1,2) 
 
 
Stedfortrædere/Stellvertreter/Αvαπληρωτές/Substitutes/Suplentes/Suppléants/ 
Membri supplenti/Plaatsvervangers/Membros suplentes/Varajäsenet/Suppleanter: 
 
 
 

 
Art. 153,2 

 
 

 
Art. 166,3 

 
 

 
Art. 162.6 
Endv. deltog/Weitere Teiln./ 
Συµµετείχαv επίσης/Also present 
Participaron igualmente/ 
Participaient également/ 
Hanno partecipato altresiτ/ 
Andere deelnemers/ 
Outros participantes/ 
Muut osallistujat/ Dessutom deltog  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
(Dagsorden/Tagesordnung Pkt/Ηµερήσια ∆ιάταξη 
Σηµεί/Point OJ/Punto OG/Agenda Punt/Ordem do dia-
punto/punto orden del dia/ 
Esityslista Kohta/Föredragningslista punkt): 

 
  
 

 
*  (P)    =Formand/Vorsitzender/Πρόεδρoς/Chairman/Président/Presidente/Voorzitter/Presidente/Puhemies/Ordförande 

(VP) =Næstform./Stellv. Vorsitz./Αvτιπρόεδρoς/Vice-Chairman/Vice-Président/Vicepresidente/Varapuhemies 
Ondervoorz./Vice-Pres./Vicepres/Vice ordförande. 

Til stede den/Anwesend am/Παρώv στις/Present on/Présent le/Presente il/Aanwezig op/Presente em/Presente el/Läsnä/Närvarande den. 
(1) 27.10.2003 
(2) 28.10.2003 
 
 



[FdR 545271]      14       PE 349.263 

  
 

Efter indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung d. Vorsitzenden/Με πρόσκληση τoυ Πρoέδρoυ/At the invitation of the Chairman/Por 
invitación del presidente/Sur l'invitation du président/Su invito del presidente/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/A convite do 
presidente/Puhemiehen kutsusta/ 
På ordförandens inbjudan: Mrs. Ermelinda MEKSI, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for European Integration, on behalf of the 
Albanian Government 
 
Radet/Rat/Συµβoύλιo/Council/Consejo/Conseil/Consiglio/Raad/Conselho/Neuvosto/Rådet: (*)  Ambassador JANNUCCI,  on behalf of the  
Italian Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the European Union 
Kommissionen/Kommission/Επιτρoπή/Commission/Comisión/Commissione/Commissie/Commissão/Komissio/ 
Kommissionen: (*) 
Ambassador  SALZMANN, Head of the European Commission Delegation in Tirana 
Cour des comptes: 
 
ECOSOC : 
 
 
C.E.S.: 
 
 
Andre deltagere/Andere Teilnehmer 
Επίσης Παρόvτες/Also present 
Otros participantes/Autres participants/Altri partecipanti 
Andere aanwezigen/Outros participantes 
Muut osallistujat/Övriga deltagare 

 
 

 
Gruppernes sekretariat      
Sekretariat der Fraktionen 
Γραµµατεία τωv Πoλ. Οµάδωv 
Secretariat political groups 
Secr. de los grupos politicos 
Secr. Groupes politiques 
Segr. dei gruppi politici 
Secr. van de fracties 
Secr. dos grupos politicos 
Puolueryhmien sihteeristö 
Gruppernas sekretariat 

 
PPE-DE 
PSE 
ELDR 
Verts/ALE 
GUE/NGL 
UEN 
EDD 
NI 

 
 
MACHMER 
 
 
 
RIZZA 

 
Cab. du Président 

 
 

 
Cab. du Secrétaire Général 

 
 

 
Generaldirektorat 
Generaldirektion 
Γεvική ∆ιεύθυvση 
Directorate-General 
Dirección general 
Direction générale 
Direzione generale 
Directoraat-generaal 
Direcção general 
Contrôle financier 
Service juridique 
Pääosasto 
Generaldirektorat 

 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
VI 
VII 
VIII 

 

 
Udvalgssekretariatet 
Ausschußsekretariat 
Γραµµατεία επιτρoπής 
Committee secretariat 
Secretaria de la comisión 
Secrétariat de la commission 
Segretariato della commissione 
Commissiesecretariaat 
Secretaria de comissão 
Valiokunnan sihteeristö 
Utskottssekretariatet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MAZZI - ZISSIS 

 
Assist./Βoηθός 
 

 
WHITTALL,  ESCOFET 

 
*   (P) =Formand/Pres./Πρόεδρoς/Chairman/Président/Voorzitter/Puhemies/Ordförande 

(VP) =Næstform./Vize-Pres./Αvτιπρόεδρoς/Vice-Chairman/Vice-Président/Ondervoorz./Vice-pres/Varapuhemies/Vice ordförande. 
(M) =Medlem./Mitglied/Μέλoς/Member/Miembro/Membre/Membro/Lid/Membro/Jäsen/Ledamot 
(F) =Tjenestemand/Beamter/Υπάλληλoς/Official/Funcionario/Fonctionnaire/Funzionario/Ambtenaar/ Functionário/Virkamies/Tjänsteman 
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EP-ALBANIA 
10th INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING 

 
27 - 28  October 2003 

Tirana 
 
 

DELEGATION FROM THE ALBANIAN PARLIAMENT 
 
 

Name Political Group 

Mr  Marko Bello, MP, member Socialist Party 

Mr  Besnik Mustafaj, MP, member Democratic Party 

Mr Fatmir Mediu, MP, member Republican Party 

Mr Neritan Ceka, MP, member Democratic Alliance Party 

Mr Dashamir Shehi, MP, member Renovated Democratic Party 

Mr Albert  Çaçi, MP, member 
 
Mr.  Erjon  Braçe, MP, member 

 
Socialist Party 
 
 Socialist Party 
 

 
Staff from the Parliament: 
 
Mr Krenar Hajdëri 

 
Secretary of the delegation, 
Adviser in the Permanent Parliamentary 
Committee on Foreign Policy and 
International Affairs 
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