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The meeting started at 16h10, under the co-chairmanship of Mrs. Majlinda Bregu, Chairperson 
of the Albania delegation, and Mrs Doris Pack, Chairperson of the EP delegation.

Mrs. Bregu and Mrs Pack opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. Mrs Pack, after 
presenting the Members of the EP delegation, announced that the European Parliament had by 
now appointed a rapporteur for each of the countries of the Western Balkans; in particular, the 
rapporteur on Albania was Mr Toomas Henrik Ilves, from Estonia.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was adopted with the decision to discuss points 4 and 5 together.

2. Approval of the minutes of the 11th IPM EP-Albania, held in Brussels on 2-3 
December 2004

The minutes of the previous meeting were adopted.

3.  Exchange of views with representatives of the Government of Albania, the Presidency 
in Office of the Council of the European Union and the European Commission on the 
conduct of the recent parliamentary elections and on the progress realised by Albania in 
the Stabilisation and Association Process , on the basis of the European Commission's 
progress report of 9 November 2005

Ambassador Jones, representative of the British Presidency, took the floor.  He read a written 
speech. 

Albania's relationship with the EU is central to its future development and prosperity, which can 
only be enhanced with a transparent and constructive democratic process. Despite its past 
isolation, Albania has a future within the EU and attempts are made by the Albanian 
government to maturely deal with the issues of the region, such as Kosovo, and others on the 
wider international stage. Nonetheless, in order for Albania to achieve its strategic objectives, a 
common national endeavour is needed. The pursuit of narrow party and personal interests would 
only be detrimental. 

The EU emphasizes its clear commitment to help Albania to achieve these objectives. This was 
expressed in the conclusions of the Thessaloniki European Council in 2003, according to which 
the future of the Western Balkans lies in the EU. The EU can help Albania both with the 
prospective of signature of an SAA, and with the wider reforms which are needed to meet the 
Copenhagen accession criteria such as: respect for the rule of law, a political system which 
respects its own constitution, laws, rules and conventions, an impartial government system, 
which respects the constitution, the law and other norms and standards, a law enforcement and 
judicial system, a functioning economic system and a system of public finances which is 
predictable and equitable.

The European Union is committed to a bilateral relationship with Albania due to an altruistic 
desire to help the country to overcome its problems and a desire to protect European citizens 
from the consequences of disparate circumstances which might appear in Albania.
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Last but not least, there is an urgent need for a continued and deepened public debate in Albania 
about the real implications of EU membership for the country and the Parliamentarians have a 
crucial role to play in stimulating this awareness.

Mrs Trashani, Minister for European Integration, speaking on behalf of the Albanian 
Government, said that the role of Albanian Parliament was increasingly important in the current 
period, especially for European integration. She was pleased to note the constitution of a 
permanent committee on European integration. At the Government's level, she underlined that 
her Ministry was trying to regularly involve all Albanian Ministries in the work devoted to 
European integration. The priorities had been identified : - consolidation of democracy and the 
rule of law; - justice and home affairs; - fight against corruption; - improving administrative 
capacity; - supporting economic development of the country; - reducing informal economy and 
strengthening legal economy; - strengthening co-operation among State's Institutions; -
approximation of Albanian legislation to European legislation; - improving the system of State's 
planning (on the basis of a recent Parliament's decision); - increasing the role of civil society.
An ambitious Action Plan had already been prepared by the Government, encompassing all the 
priorities mentioned.

Mr. Nelson, representing the European Commission, read a written speech. He was pleased to 
remind that his Institution had recommended, in the Progress Report of 9 November 2005, to 
close negotiations between the EU and Albania for an Association and Stabilisation Agreement 
by the first semester of 2006. Nevertheless, much work remained to be done, and would also 
remain after the signature of the agreement: in particular, for the strengthening of the rule of 
law.

Mr Meta took the floor to talk about the conduct of the recent parliamentary elections. The 
power rotation had taken place in a relatively peaceful manner, although this was not the first 
time a rotation happened, and although the election of a consensual President, which he had also 
supported. But the July 2005 elections had not been conducted according to acceptable 
standards, in his view: problems were evident, for example, the use of the "Duschk" procedure, 
which he had already pointed at before the elections, like the European Parliament had done. 
This practice had provoked a trafficking of votes, which now seemed to have an impact on the 
legitimacy of Institutions of Albania. At the Parliament's level, up to 30 parliamentarians would 
have been elected thanks to the trafficking. For the first time, all Albanian parties were 
discontent with the unfairness of the elections. Albania had in no way used preventive measures 
against the "Duschk" system, only few things had been done and only under strong pressure 
from the international community. Albania had unfortunately to register its failure to finalise the 
Stabilisation and Association Agreement, and the image of Albania needed urgent lifting. For 
the future, Albania needed to be provided with an irreprehensible electoral system. For sure, in 
2001 there were more problems than simply the use of the "Duschk" system. At present, several 
small parties were on stage in Albania and they feared any modification of the electoral system 
which would be directed towards a fairer representation of parties; of course, the reform would 
now be more complicated to achieve, but it was necessary to continue to denounce the 
shortcomings. Addressing his colleagues from the majority, he said that they had to act now.

Mr Xhaferri admitted that the Albanian electoral system suffered from several big problems 
and hoped that Parliament would succeed to pass a reform, with the help of the OSCE-ODIHR.

Mrs. Bregu confirmed that the majority would take into account the proposals and the 
recommendations of the OSCE, contained in the report published after the July 2005 
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parliamentary elections. The first commitment would be to organise and conduct fair local 
elections.

Mr Meta was disappointed that Albania was still far away from European Union standards, not 
only because of the use of the "Duschk" procedure, also for other serious reasons. On the other 
hand, the European Union had not indicated to Albania what these "standards" were. 
Concretely, what was important for him was not to have a majoritarian or a proportional system, 
but a honest and fair one. He reiterated that his party claimed a reform of the electoral system.

Mr Ilves pointed at the fact that the EP Members could not directly intervene in a discussion 
which was to be held in a domestic framework, and suggested to proceed to the next point on 
the agenda. 

Mr Madhi mentioned the initiative of the Socialist Movement for Integration to involve all the 
Albanian parties in the discussion on the electoral reform.

Mrs Meksi, talking about the Stabilisation and Association Process, and on the basis of the 
European Commission's recent report, said that all the reforms undertaken in Albania had been 
targeted to European integration. recently, the Parliament had adopted a "Platform for European 
integration". The Parliament was not only adopting reform legislation, but was also monitoring 
reform implementation. Unfortunately, she had to note that reforms could not be implemented 
without human resources and appropriate administrative capacity. In this respect, she 
complained about the new Government's decision to reduce the number of staff in the public 
administration. This had already weakened Albanian Institutions. She claimed that the 
Government should not use the reforms as a pretext to introduce unnecessary changes in the 
public administration.

Mrs Poli Bortone, after recalling the shortcomings she had observed in the course of the 
Parliamentary elections of Summer 2001,  invited the majority and the opposition political 
forces to look at the way to go ahead and to concentrate on a few core objectives: aligning the 
electoral system to European standards was not all; rationalising the waste , for example, was 
important for a poor country like Albania; putting in place an efficient public administration was 
essential, and in this respect quality , not quantity, counted; rationalising the energy supply; 
optimising the impact on the Albanian economy of small and large enterprises and, finally, 
creating the conditions for the youth to be motivated to remain in the country.

Mr Swoboda was upset that, since the Nineties, before and after each election, discussions had 
to restart on the reform of the Albanian electoral system. At last, it was necessary to find the 
right system for the country. Coming to the denounced big changes in the public administration, 
he said that each politician would interpret them as he or she wished, but, what counted, was the 
principles which should govern the action of public administration. Furthermore, it was now 
important to prevent the new officials from repeating the same mistakes already done by the 
officials who were in office under the past majority.

Mr Gjinushi said that the shortcomings of the electoral system had already been identified, that 
the system had been deviated both in 2001 and in 2005 and that the political forces would work 
to improve it. His party, the Socialist Democratic Party, had supported the conclusions of the 
OSCE-ODIHR: the largest Albanian parties had been able to take advantage of the electoral 
system and, as a result, they had unfairly more deputies sitting in Parliament. The Albanian 
electoral system needed to be brought back to normality, including for  voters' identification.
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Talking about the present political situation, he reported that the Prime Minister had issued an 
order establishing that both the police and the public administration would fall under the 
competence of the Ministry of Interior, and he wondered how this had been possible.

Mrs Pack answered to him that she found that normal, and that in her own country, Germany, 
the situation was identical. What was more important was the way public administration was 
spending public money: in her view, it would be possible to spare two thirds of the public 
administration budget just by eliminating personal abuses of public officials. Coming to talk on 
the electoral law, she warned her fellow Albanian parliamentarians that the situation was 
becoming inextricable; for sure, by now, the small parties would not agree on electoral reforms. 
Nevertheless, she encouraged them not to renounce to the reform and to do it on their own, 
because what the European Parliament had done in 2001 and 2002 for supporting Albania, 
through intervening in the domestic political debate, would not be done again.  The European 
Parliament would probably adopt shortly a resolution on enlargement, currently prepared by Mr 
Brok, and this could be used as a guideline because the Albanian electoral system would  be 
mentioned in it.

Mr Uka stressed that all political forces agreed on achieving a fairer representation in 
Parliament and that the work for the reform could therefore already count on such clear outlines. 
He added that the focus should also continue on other important matters, such as the fight 
against corruption, on which his party, the Democratic Party, had based its electoral campaign.

4. The reform of the judiciary and the role of the Public Prosecutor
5.   The fight against organised crime, with a particular view to measures for improving 
the professionalism of the police forces and possible measures for the eradication of the 
blood feud phenomenon

Mrs Meksi considered that the work of the Anti-Corruption Monitoring group (ACMG) , a 
permanent agency under the authority of the Council of Ministers, should be better estimated.
Consensus on the reforms of the judiciary, of the police, and on legislation for fighting against 
organised crime should be the largest possible. Nevertheless, she did not consider it necessary to 
reform the office of the Public Prosecutor on the basis of examples coming from other countries, 
because its role was well outlined in the Albanian Constitution.

Mrs Bregu observed that restauring the rule of law and fighting against corruption, especially in 
the political and economic sectors,  were important challenges for Albania. But the Government 
had accepted the challenge and already taken some initiatives, for example in the field of the 
conflict of interests.

Mr Meta observed that the fight against corruption should be fought sincerely. Anyway, this 
fight had been initiated well before the coming to power of the present Government. The law 
should be conceived in a way that consistence with the Constitution would be preserved, and the 
matter would not be politicised. Fighting against corruption should not create any further tension 
between the majority and the opposition, but, on the contrary, the fight should be conducted 
with the agreement of all parties. The new majority should clearly give its support to the anti-
corruption policies, and the new Government should co-operate with the General Prosecutor. 
The fight should therefore be institutionalised.
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Mrs Pack, addressing Mrs Meksi, stressed that the Socialist Party had been  at power in Albania 
until the beginning of July, and therefore its representatives should not blame now the new 
majority , which had taken office only a few weeks before, for all the failures and the problems 
of the country. Coming to talk about the fight against corruption and the judiciary, she urged her 
fellow Albanian deputies to change of mentality: she found, for example, unconceivable that 
each one of them actually had a car at his or her disposal. If the Government had promised to 
fight against corruption, action should immediately follow the political rethorics, and then the 
first to act should be the parliamentarians of the majority. Further on, she expressed her concern 
for the fact that, according to information, the General Prosecutor had omitted to initiate penal 
prosecution in several cases and, generally speaking, was not ensuring his duties.
She warned her Albanian colleagues that, should Albania not undertake the necessary reforms 
seriously, the European Union, of which the European Parliament represented one of the 
budgetary branches, would not accept to continue increasing the allocation of financial aid and 
support to Albania. Moreover, at the political level, she encouraged them to consider that the 
attitude towards enlargement was relatively negative in the European Union Member States.

Mr Xhaferri asked for understanding on the difficult tasks, represented, for the new 
Government, by the fight against organised crime and the reform of the judiciary, especially 
when considering that, at the moment of its arrival to power, the coalition was faced by a system 
of institutionalised corruption. He said that Albania needed EU assistance to better focus on the 
importance of maintaining separate the political activity from justice.

Mr Ilves encouraged his fellow Albanian parliamentarians to remember that the EP was the best 
supporter of Albania and also of EU integration for the Western Balkans countries but, 
particularly for these reasons, he urged them not to abuse EU's patience on reforms 
postponement. Indeed, it was more and more difficult, in the EU countries, to explain to citizens 
why a country like Albania should be supported.

Mr Uka admitted that, concerning corruption, the terrible events of 1997 had been suffered by 
the country also because of the well radicated corruption system. But, at present, what counted 
more was depoliticisation in many sectors of public life, also in view, of course, of combating 
corruption. Albania needed a well qualified public administration, which would be able to act 
according to European standards. By the way, qualification and exchanges would also be 
important in the fields of education and culture: he regretted that Albanian professors were still 
unable to get visas for visiting the EU Member States, and were obliged to work in isolation.

Mrs Poli Bortone warned that the problem in Albania was not changing some people, but 
changing a system. In particular, separation of political and judicial powers should be 
established. In the past, clearly, some norms in force had also favoured the development of 
corruption in Albania. She was pleased to see that, by now, all the Albanian political forces, 
some more intensively than others, were advocating a true alignment to European standards in 
the fight against corruption. In this respect, she said the EP members would be available to 
provide their Albanian colleagues with information on action taken in other European countries.

Mrs Meksi ensured her fellow European parliamentarians that she was well aware of the EP 
friendship. Nevertheless, she recalled that, when she was Minister for European Integration, she 
had  been attacked on several occasions. Now, what was important to do jointly by the Albanian 
and the European Parliament, was the monitoring of activities carried out in Albania for 
European integration. Any action should be taken according to the law though.
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Mr Gjinushi stressed that, although the reform of the judiciary was one of the most important 
in view of re-establishing the rule of law in Albania and preparing the country for European 
integration, Albania was not to start from zero. Since the adoption of the Albanian Constitution 
of 1998, all the laws had been approved according to the terms of the Constitution and in 
consultation with the European Institutions. He also rejected the idea that the General Prosecutor 
was acting in a situation of conflict of interests and considered that conflicts existed in other 
domains: for example, in the field of parliamentary immunity. He denied that immunity had 
been used in the past for obstructing proper legislation against corruption; on the contrary, at 
present, immunity was used just to act against political adversaries. He complained that
everybody agreed, with their words, that people responsible for penal infringements should be 
sent to trial but, then, nobody concretely collaboareted with the Courts and the Prosecutor. He 
shared, in conclusion, Mrs Pack's view on the excessive availability of cars for the Members of 
Parliament.

Mrs Bregu stressed that the judiciary should work and make the law be respected. She 
complained that this was not the case in Albania, for many years.

Mr Ilves observed, on the penal provisions, that he did not find appropriate the existence of a 
criminal infringement of "libel" in the Albanian penal code, and asked whether anybody had 
been ever accused of such a crime.

Mr Gjinushi answered that nobody had been formally accused of libel. But there had been two 
allegations, against Edi Rama, mayor of Tirana and prominent Member of the Socialist Party, 
and against the Chief of Information Services. He personally found those allegations void of any 
content.

Mr Xhaferri was disappointed to remind that Transparency International had classified Albania 
among the countries most affected by corruption. In 2005, Albania ranged at no. 126 of the 
countries' list, together with Sierra Leone, Russia and Niger, with a corruption perception index 
of 2,4. having in mind that 10 means a highly clean from corruption perceived country and 0 
means a highly corrupt perceived country, Albania was perceived among the most corrupted 
states of the world.

Mrs Bregu thanked all the participants for their contributions and closed provisorily the 
discussion.

* * *

The meeting adjourned at 19h00 and 
was re-assumed the day after, 25  November 2005, at 9h25

* * * 

Discussions restarted, in particular, on the measures for the eradication of the blood feud 
phenomenon (point 5).

Mr Marku, Chairman of the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation, took the floor and read a 
written speech. Mr. Marku briefed the members on the phenomenon of blood feud that has 
double and deep roots: on the one hand, inherited mentality and culture and on the other hand, 
the social crisis and negative events of the transition years. Albanians have, through many 
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centuries, established and inherited the Kanun with the aim to maintain order in the community, 
since the state was unable of exercising its powers and protecting its citizens. Blood vengeance, 
as an institution of the Kanun, represented capital punishment for the murderer or the violator of 
family and property rights. 

From 1928 to 1939, the Albanian Kingdom attempted to establish a new constitutional 
framework and prevent blood vengeance. However, after the Second World War and the 
establishment of the communist regime, law was exercised arbitrarily. There was no cooperation 
or communication between the political class and the population. A characteristic example of 
this is Law 7501 regulating land issues. Although the law received the consensus of the two 
biggest political parties, it was neither accepted nor implemented in the Albanian territory. 
Wherever it was implemented, it created conflicts among families and resulted in murders. This 
lack of responsibility of the political class and state institutions was present in every aspect of 
social life, and resulted in severe disorganization of the society and in spreading crime and self-
justice. 

The objective of the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation is the establishment of the rule of 
law in the Albanian society. The Committee has been receiving great support from the Albanian 
people because it is in continuous contact and consultation with them and at the same time it 
interacts with the representatives of the state, police and intellectuals, thus giving the leading 
role and authority to the law. Moreover, the Committee, with the help of the International 
Community, has successfully provided asylum for many families which were threatened by 
blood feud.

The Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation has good cooperation with the police. However, 
the police forces do not receive the support they require from the attorney's office and the 
courts. For instance, the liberation of criminals or the easing of their punishment has provoked 
the reaction of the victim's family, resulting in blood feud. 

Ninety percent of the strategies and projects on the fight against blood feud, corruption and 
human trafficking launched by the Albanian government and by international donors were not 
applied on the ground and groups in need are unaware of their existence. Despite the new 
government's good will and efforts to fight the phenomenon of blood feud and to build stronger 
relations between civil society and the government, the path is long and arduous. State 
institutions have lost their authority over the people, the political parties have continuously 
generated social conflicts and violence, and the international community has not had a clear and 
objective insight into these phenomena in Albania. In addition, extreme poverty, economic 
backwardness, organised crime, human trafficking and the patriarchal mentality in large parts of 
the Albanian society are also important challenges one has to confront in the fight against blood 
feud.

The Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation holds the view that if Albania will resolutely 
address its inadequacies, then the EU will accelerate the Association and Stabilisation process 
with Albania. EU's contribution and commitment towards Albania are necessary for the future 
development of the country.

The Committee considers that it is necessary to evaluate: the efforts and contributions of the 
International Community to mitigate the consequences of blood feud, the initiatives taken by the 
Albanian government, and the efforts made by the clergy for the prevention of conflicts among 
families.
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There are several recommendations made by the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation. 
Among the most important ones are: European organisations such as the EU, the Council of 
Europe and the OSCE must support Albania's effort to carry out the necessary reforms in order 
to combat blood feud; the Albanian Parliament has to proceed with the adoption of new laws; 
the Albanian government has to control the gathering of weapons and to increase the level of 
cooperation with civil society. Moreover, the judiciary has to be objective and transparent and 
the clergy needs to play a greater role in emancipating Albanian society.

Mrs Bregu asked him to make concrete recommendations.

Mr Marku recommended EU Member States  investments in Albania, which had not taken 
place yet.

Mrs Pack reported that she was often solicitated by members of the Committee of Nationwide 
Reconciliation who wanted to ask her to sensibilise the Albanian political elite. This showed 
clearly the distance between the citizens and the State Institutions, as well as the need to 
strengthen very much education policy and civil society in Albania. She asked Mr Marku what 
could be done, in his view, to eliminate gradually the phenomenon of the blood feud and who 
composed the Committee of Nationwide Reconciliation.

Mr Marku answered that the Committee was composed of members of the Academy of 
Sciences, politicians, and others, and it had been constituted as a non-governmental 
organisation. Further on, the Committee had also been registered with the Tribunal. The 
Committee , apart from its direct activities, was trying to sensibilise the Albanian public on the 
importance of fighting against the phenomenon of the blood feud through the media.

Mr Xhaferri considered that the blood feud crimes were connected with organised crime and 
corruption. Unfortunately, this connection had been made possible in Albania because 
institutions were weak; therefore, to combat against the blood feud, it was necessary to 
strengthen the rule of law, the judiciary and the police.

Mr Swoboda asked whether murders committed in the frame of the blood feud would be 
punished less severely than others, according to the Penal Code.

Mrs Poli Bortone was also interested in understanding better what were the punishments 
foreseen by the law in force, because, in the course of the years, the Kanun had been amended 
already eleven times. She mentioned a list of punishments for infringements of the Kanun (the 
"law of the mountains").

Mrs Bregu invited Mr Marku to be brief in his answer and observed that Albania did not need 
any "law of the mountains" anymore !

Mr Marku considered that Mrs Poli Bortone was right: the real problem of Albania was the fact 
that laws were not respected. Unfortunately, the Albanian police still considered very difficult to 
intervene to protect the victims of the blood feud.

Mrs Pack mentioned art. 78, § 17 of the Penal Code: "Murders for reasons of interest, 
vengeance  or vendetta can be punished  with detention up to 20 years" and asked Mr Marku to 
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clarify whether this provision should be amended or not; in particular, to clarify whether the 
"vendetta" should be mentioned at all in the Penal Code of Albania.

Mr Marku answered that the most important thing was to ensure an extremely severe 
punishment for voluntary murders, but, on the other hand, also to have provisions allowing to 
make a distinction between killings for accidental causes, such as traffick incidents, and 
voluntary murders.

Mr Xhaferri concluded the discussion by synthetising the requests of the Committee of 
Nationwide Reconciliation.

6.  Legislation and administrative procedures for property restitution

Mr Madhi, after reminding that the Albanian Government had announced, for its first 100 days 
in office, the intention to revise the property compensation and restitution law, to estimate the 
costs of compensation and to actually start off the compensation and restitution  processes by 
the end of 2005, informed that, indeed, the Government had submitted to Parliament the draft 
law entitled "On some changes and amendments to the law No. 9235 of 29 July 2004 on 
property compensation and restitution".

Mr Madhi considered that this draft, although it could be considered a positive attempt, did not 
contain elements enabling to ensure a proper and comprehensive solution to the question of 
property, in such a way to ensure social stability and compliance with the Stabilisation and 
Association Process requirements.

In particular, he found that the draft did not offer any improvement for the restitution of 
unoccupied property to the respective owners and no increase in the resources for financial 
compensation of expropriated owners.

The draft law, in his view, was contrary to the prescriptions of the Albanian Constitution and 
even to the European Convention on Human Rights; in fact, it mainly represented a response to 
electoral promises.

He also presented some detailed examples of particularly problematic provisions, such as those 
on the limitation of restitution or compensation for agricultural land to 100 ha, on the buildings 
standing on private land rented by the State to third parties, on the non-restitution by the State of  
land of tourist interest on the coast, or on the residences returned to owners which still continue 
to be inhabited, against the owner's will, by third parties.

Another serious problem was that the draft was not accompanied by any financial analysis on 
the costs of financial compensations, the duration of the process and the possible consequences 
for the country's financial sustainability. No statistics were available either.

In concluding, he announced that his party (the Republican Party) would take the initiative to 
submit new amendments to improve the draft in all the problematic aspects, as well as for 
allowing the expropriation of the State Institutions from property, when that property did not 
serve the public purposes of the concerned Institution, and for verifying the validity of land 
restitution and distribution already carried out since 1991, especially where there were 
allegations of abuse.
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Mr. Ilves observed that the problem of property restitution was not one of Albania only, but was 
common to all the countries coming from a period of authoritarian regime. Anyway, this 
problem had been approached differently by the various countries concerned. He wanted to 
know how did the Albanian land cadastre function before the start of the Communist 
dictatorship, in 1945. The principal problem for Albania, in his view, was that the country had 
not the financial means to pay compensations at market prices. Albania would face bankruptcy 
if it chose to offer to former owners cash compensations. He presented the example of the 
practice followed in Estonia, where, in general, houses could not be returned physically and 
people had been offered vouchers: these vouchers could then be used to by shares in companies 
at the moment of their privatisations, for example, or to buy something else. He encouraged his 
Albanian fellow parliamentarians to avoid adopting a system which would be vulnerable to 
corruption.

Mr Swoboda invited his Albanian colleagues to consider that people involved in restitution 
procedures might not be only the old and the new owners, probably other people could claim 
rights in between, and in this case the restitution could be even more complicated . He also 
urged them to take into account that the EU would not allocate financial aid to Albania for 
helping to pay compensations. He concluded by expressing his opposition on the text of § 15 of 
the draft joint statement to be adopted: "Welcomed the adoption of the new law on restitution 
and compensation of property, as well as the law on valuation methodology for compensation of 
property and urged the Albanian authorities to implement them, jointly with the carrying out of 
an accurate exercise of property registration, with a particular view to the fight against abuses in 
the property sector".

Mr Ilves added that, in the case Albania would decide to obtain a loan, then this should also be 
paid.

Mr Xhaferri invited all participants to conduct the debate in the perspective of economic 
integration in Albania. The possible solution to the problem of property restitutions should 
therefore be identified in that perspective. The idea contained in the new legislation was to pay 
financial compensations up to 90 % of the real estates value to former owners, but, clearly, it 
appeared that current financial resources would not allow that. Therefore, the Government was 
studying possible amendments to the law, to dress a comprehensive and feasible solution.

Mr Meta observed that property restitution was actually one of the most delicate problems of 
Albania and that, should the Government not be able to resolve it, there could be negative 
consequences, including on stability in the country. It would be necessary to take better into 
account the concrete limits preventing the Government to proceed to restitution. He agreed with 
the view expressed by Mr Madhi that land registration was to be monitored very carefully. He 
regretted to say that the new possible amendments to be introduced by the Government could 
also have negative effects, as this had been the case in 1993-94, when Mr Berisha had tried to 
introduce the system of vouchers. He considered preferable to limit restitutions and 
compensations to certain areas only, instead of launching spectacular and populist operations.

Mr Gjinushi insisted that the cost of financial compensations was very high for a country like 
Albania and that, instead, another method which could have been used was the exchange of a 
land with another land.
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Mrs. Pack reminded the audience that property restitution was indeed a very difficult problem, 
which would be impossible to resolve with perfect justice. She invited her Albanian colleagues 
to be careful to the examples provided by other countries, included Germany and the countries 
belonging to the ex Soviet Union's sphere of influence, and to look for realistic and reasonable 
solutions.

7.  Adoption of the Joint Statement by the Chairpersons

The final text was adopted with amendments following the results of an animated discussion.

8.  Any other business

None.

9. Date and place of the next inter-parliamentary meeting

It was agreed to organise the next IPM in Autumn 2006 in Brussels, the exact date to be 
communicated at a later time.

****

Mrs Bregu and Mrs Pack thanked all the participants and closed the session.

****

The meeting finished at 12h00

*****
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