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The Chairman of the Delegation, Mr Parish opened the meeting at 1130hrs.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda PE 381.123

The agenda was adopted without amendment.

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the meeting on 24 October 2006 PE 381.105

The minutes of the meeting were adopted without amendment.

3. Communications by the Chairman

Mr Parish welcomed the representatives of the Australia and New Zealand missions to the EU. 
He announced that he would be writing a letter of thanks to H.E. Peter Grey, former Australian 
ambassador, who had recently left Brussels. Mr Parish also welcomed the new Commission desk 
office, Mr Luc Vandebon. Finally he noted that the meeting would be followed by a buffet 
reception directly outside the meeting room to which all members and staff were invited.

Mr Parish also expressed his unhappiness that interpretation facilities were often not available to 
the delegation.

4. Presentation of the draft programme of delegation activity for  2007

Members were presented with the draft programme of delegation activity. They were informed 
that it was still to be approved by the Conference of Presidents. Mr Parish noted that the date of 
the IPM with New Zealand had not yet been finalised.

Ms Sarah Storey of the Australian Mission presented the revised programme for the visit to 
Australia scheduled for w/c 26 February 2007.

Mr Rack reiterated his view that no interpreters should be taken. Mr Parish noted this but stated 
that the final decision on the matter would rest with him. Mr Nicholson argued that the delegation 
could be flexible about numbers to be taken in 2007 to Australia. Mr Chichester endorsed the 
views of the two previous speakers.

Mr Parish noted that each political group should organise breakfast meetings with their political 
counterparts while in Canberra.

Mr Rack spoke in favour of a university visit. He also welcomed proposals to discuss 
immigration issues. Ms Storey stated that it might be possible to arrange a meeting with the 
Minister with responsibility for Immigration matters.

Mr Parish noted that it could be appropriate to split the delegation into two groups so that they 
might discuss particular issues of interest.
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Mr Nicholson expressed his appreciation for the work done in preparing the programme. He 
argued that the delegation needed to be well informed about the most developments concerning 
REACH. He looked forward to meeting provincial parliamentarians in Western Australia. He also 
underlined the importance of discussing agricultural issues. Mr Parish said that the delegation 
could look at agriculture and wine issues in Western Australia.

Ms Story noted that it might be possible to meet provincial MPs from Western Australia on the 
Thursday afternoon and also Federal MPs who had returned for the weekend.

Mr Claeys supported proposals to discuss immigration issues and foreign affairs.

Mr Cramer noted that he would not be going but asked about Australia's position on the Kyoto
Protocol

Ms Burrows of the Australian Mission stated that Australia had signed the Protocol but had not 
ratified it and there were no prospects of this happening in the near future. The government was 
examining the issue of climate change and meetings with the relevant people could be arranged.

Mr Chichester echoed the need to examine the issue of climate change and underlined that it 
should be linked to energy issues. He stressed that it was important not to lose sight of the issue 
while in Canberra. Ms Storey stressed that immigration and energy issues would be core features 
of the visit.

Mr Takkula expressed his wish to come and to visit universities, noting that Australia and New 
Zealand had performed very well in the latest PISA study. He stressed that the EU might learn 
valuable lessons in this area. Mr Parish referred to the useful debate that had taken place in a 
university during the visit to New Zealand.

Mr Simpson asked for a briefing on Australia. Mr Parish noted that a background note would be 
prepared and that the Commission would be invited to the next delegation meeting on 24 January 
2007 to give members an update.

5. Any other business

Mr Vandebon from the Commission introduced himself and expressed his willingness to brief the 
delegation at the next meeting.

Ms Lowe from the New Zealand mission stated that a decision would be taken in March/April 
next year about a visit in 2007 to the European Parliament. Mr Parish noted that he would like 
New Zealand members to come in the autumn.

6. Date and place of the next meeting

Mr Parish announced that the next meeting would take place on Wednesday 24 January 2007
between 10.15 hrs and 11.15 hrs.

The meeting closed at 12.15hrs.
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