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MINUTES
of the meeting of 18 December 2006, from 15.00 to 18.30,
and 19 December 2006, from 09.00 to 12.30
BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15.00 on Monday, 18 December 2006, with Mr Jan Olbrycht
(Vice-Chairman) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda
The draft agenda was adopted without amendment.
2. Approval of minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 16 November 2006 were approved without further
observations.

3. Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman informed the members that the Conference of Committee Chairmen had
decided that the ‘urban dimension’ should be added to the responsibilities listed in Annex VI
to the Rules of Procedure and that it thus agreed with the interpretation that this implicitly fell
within the remit of the Committee on Regional Affairs and that an explicit reference to this
effect would be included in a future revision of the annex to the Rules of Procedure.

4. The impact and the consequences of structural policies on EU cohesion
REGI/6/38476
Rapporteur: Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar (PSE)

e Consideration of working document
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The following spoke: Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Ambroise Guellec, Jean Marie
Beaupuy, Mieczystaw Edmund Janowski, Lidia Joanna Geringer de
Oedenberg, Gisela Kallenbach, Oldfich Vlasék, Jan Olbrycht, Jordi
Torrebadella Aguila (DG Regi, European Commission).

5. The role and effectiveness of cohesion policy in reducing disparities in the poorest
regions of the EU

REGI/6/38407
Rapporteur: Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg (EPP-ED)

e Consideration of working document

The following spoke: Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Oldfich Vlasék, Antonio
De Blasio.

6. The consequences of future enlargements on the effectiveness of cohesion policy
REGI/6/36458
Rapporteur: Markus Pieper (EPP-ED)

e Consideration of working document

The following spoke: Markus Pieper, Gabor Harangoz6, Gisela Kallenbach, Lidia Joanna
Geringer de Oedenberg, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Mieczystaw
Edmund Janowski, Jan Olbrycht, Nicola de Michelis (DG REGI,
European Commission).

The meeting adjourned at 18.30.

Following the coordinators meeting from 9.00 to 9.30 on Tuesday, 19 December 2006, the
meeting opened at 9.30 with Mr Galeote, Chairman, in the chair.

7.  Ratification of coordinators’ decisions:
The committee ratified the following decisions of the coordinators:

= Delegation visits to Ireland, Slovakia and Cyprus would be organised in 2007 under
the annual quota for each committee. It was also decided to submit a request to the
Conference of Committee Chairmen for authorisation to organise an additional
mission (hors quota) to the areas most affected by natural disasters.

= The following four experts would be invited to the hearing to be held in connection
with the report on the ‘impact and consequences of structural policies on EU
cohesion’ on 22 January 2007:
o Mr Espadas Moncalvillo, Secretary-General responsible for budgetary issues,
Spanish Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance,
o Mr Jacques Robert, Director of the European Agency ‘Territories and

Synergies’,
o Mr Jan Rymarczyk, Professor at the Wroclaw University of Economics
(Poland)
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o Mr Berti Wahl, responsible for regional promotion of employment and
integration of structural and labour market policies at local level at the
Landesagentur fiir Struktur und Arbeit (LASA - State Agency for
Infrastructure and Labour) Brandenburg.

New opinions were allocated to the various groups as follows:

= Proposal for a DECISION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE
COUNCIL on the Community’s statistical programme 2008 to 2012: Union for Europe
of the Nations Group

= Proposal for a COUNCIL REGULATION on compensation for the additional costs
incurred in the marketing of certain fishery products from the Azores, Madeira, the
Canary Islands and the French Departments of Guiana and Réunion in the period 2007
to 2013: Nordic Green Left

= COMMISSION COMMUNICATION TO THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND
THE COMMUNITY OF THE REGIONS on a strategic review of better regulation in
the European Union: Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe

= COMMISSION COMMUNICATION ‘The demographic future of Europe - from
challenge to opportunity’: Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance

= Proposal for a DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL amending Directive 97/67/EC concerning the full accomplishment of the
internal market of Community postal services: Group of the European People’s Party
(Christian Democrats) and European Democrats

= Establishment of a European broadband policy: Socialist Group
8.  Basic information on purchasing power parities
REGI/6/35196
Draftsman: Gerardo Galeote (EPP-ED)

e Vote on the adoption of an opinion

The draftsman put forward five amendments. Six further amendments were tabled and two
oral modifications submitted.

The following spoke before the vote: Emanuel Jardim Fernandes.

Result of vote: The following amendments were adopted: 1, 2-11 and the two oral
amendments.

The opinion was adopted by 29 votes to 1 without abstentions.
9.  Reform of the common organisation of the market in wine
REGI/6/43215
Draftswoman: Iratxe Garcia Pérez (PSE)
e Consideration of draft opinion

The following spoke: Iratxe Garcia Pérez, Jean Marie Beaupuy, Markus Pieper, Catherine
Stihler, Antonio De Blasio.
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The deadline for tabling amendments was 20 December 2006 at 12.00.
10. Islands and natural and economic constraints in the context of regional policy
REGI/6/36457
Rapporteur: Francesco Musotto (EVP-DE)
e Consideration of drat report

The following spoke: Francesco Musotto, Elspeth Attwooll, Margie Sudre, Simon Busuttil,
Catherine Stihler, Konstantinos Hatzidakis, Ambroise Guellec,
Stavros Arnaoutakis, Jan Olbrycht, Jordi Torrebadella Aguila (DG
REGI, European Commission).

The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 12 January 2007 at 12.00.
11. The future of the European Union’s own resources
REGI/6/39822
Draftsman: Gerardo Galeote (EPP-ED)

e Exchange of views with Alain Lamassoure, rapporteur (EPP-ED)

The following spoke: Gerardo Galeote, Alain Lamassoure (BUDG), Konstantinos
Hatzidakis, Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg, Jean Marie
Beaupuy, Brigitte Douay, Elisabeth Schroedter.

The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 12 January 2007 at 12.00.

12. Date and place of next meeting:
Brussels:

Monday, 22 January 2007, 15.00 to 18.30 and
Tuesday, 23 January 2007, 9.00 to 12.30.
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