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MINUTES
Meeting of 3 October 2007, from 15.00 to 18.00,

and 4 October 2007, from 09.00 to 12.30
BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15.07 on Wednesday 3 October 2007, with Nils Lundgren, first vice-
chairman, in the chair.

1. Adoption of agenda CONT_OJ (2007)1003v01-00

The agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 11-12 September were approved.

3. Chairman's announcements

The chairman read out the announcements in Cocobu info.

4. Public hearing "Governance in the European Commission"

After an introduction by the rapporteur, Mrs Ingeborg Gräßle, Mr António Vitorino, 
former Member of the European Commission and of the Audit Progress Committee, 
spoke on "Relations between political executives and permanent bureaucracy in the 
European Commission".

The following Members spoke: Jean-Pierre Audy, James Elles, Ingeborg Gräßle, Paul 
van Buitenen.

Prof. Dr. Jan Wouters, Professor of International Law and International Organisations 
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at Leuven University, spoke on "Efficiency of accountability instruments in 
international organisations".

The following Members spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Jan Mulder, Pierre Pribetich.

Mr Cristiano Sebastiani, President of the Central Staff Committee, spoke on "Reform 
results from a staff point of view".

The following spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Paul van Buitenen, Salvador Garriga Polledo, 
Brian Gray (Commission), Bart Staes, Prof. Dr Walter van Gerven (Leuven 
University), Salvador Garriga Polledo, Jan Mulder, Mr Heikensten (ECA), Mr 
Caldeira (ECA), Mr Vitorino, Mr Fehr (ECA), Bart Staes.

*
* *

The meeting was adjourned at 17.55 and resumed on the following morning at 9.05.

*
* *

5. Adoption of Coordinators' recommendations

On the basis of the coordinators' recommendations the committee took the following 
decisions.

5.1 Documents received

The committee took the decisions listed in annex II to these minutes.

5.2 Treatment of confidential information obtained during in-camera meetings

The following spoke: Paul van Buitenen, Hans-Peter Martin, Nils Lundgren, Bart 
Staes, Ingeborg Gräßle.

It was agreed that the matter would be discussed again at the next coordinators'
meeting in the presence of the Members concerned.

5.3 Request for an in-camera meeting concerning the Commission's contracts with 
an outside company

Ingeborg Gräßle referred to the Commission's answer to her written question no. 
37907.  The Commission agreed that it would be sufficient for the moment for the 
chairman to write a letter asking the Commission to provide all relevant information 
under the provisions of the Framework Agreement for consultation by Members of the 
Committee in the secure reading room.
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5.4 Delegations and hearings in 2008

The committee approved proposals for a) delegations to Sicily/Southern Italy, 
Bulgaria and Kosovo and b) hearings (half day only) on paying agencies and VAT 
fraud.

5.5 Extraordinary committee meeting on 6 November 2007 on (re)appointment of 
ECA members

The committee noted the coordinators' suggestion that the committee's views on 
gender balance and age-discrimination could be dealt with in the motions for 
resolution accompanying the draft reports.

5.6 Buildings policy, D1-D5 buildings: request by Mr Paul van Buitenen

Postponed.

5.7 Proposed Council decision on a contact-point network against corruption

The Committee agreed to give an opinion to the LIBE committee in the form of a 
letter outlining general considerations, to be discussed by the coordinators and 
approved in committee.

5.8 Study on the use of official cars in the EU

Postponed.

5.9 Secretary-General's reflection paper on the discharge to the European 
Parliament

The committee agreed to deal with this matter later in the year in parallel with 
BUDG's position on the same paper.

6. Regulations governing political parties at European level and the rules regarding 
their funding
CONT/6/51277

Draftsman: Véronique Mathieu PA - PE394.072v01
AM - PE394.214v01

- Vote and adoption of a draft opinion

Mrs Mathieu presented her draft opinion.

The following spoke:  Hans-Peter Martin, Nils Lundgren, Ingeborg Gräßle, Bart Staes, 
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Paulo Casaca, Brian Gray (Commission), Jan Mulder.

Mr Staes on behalf of the Green Group took over the amendments withdrawn by the 
rapporteur.

The chairman put the amendments to the vote.

Amendments adopted: 10,11,12,2,3,4,5,14,15,7,8 (second part without indent 2)
Amendments rejected: 9,8 (second part)
Amendments fallen: 1,6
Amendments withdrawn: 13

The chairman put the draft opinion as a whole to the vote.
Result of vote = 10 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention.

7. 2008 Budget: Section III - Commission
CONT/6/45180

Draftsman: Salvador Garriga Polledo PA - PE392.249v01
AM - PE394.110v01

- Vote and adoption of a draft opinion

The chairman put the amendments to the vote.

Amendments adopted: 1,2,3,4,5,6  
Amendments rejected: none
Amendments fallen: none
Amendments withdrawn: none

The chairman put the draft opinion as a whole to the vote.  
Result of vote = 13 in favour, 1 against, 0 abstentions.

8. Hearing on governance in the Commission (continued)

Mr Claude Chêne, Director-General, Directorate General for Personnel and 
Administration, European Commission, spoke on "Santer-Prodi-Barroso: Reform 
intentions, successes and shortcomings".

            The following spoke:  Paul van Buitenen, Bogusław Liberadzki, Ingeborg Gräßle, 
Jean-Pierre Audy.

Mr Josef Bonnici, Member of the European Court of Auditors, spoke on "Annual 
Activity Reports - a tool for governance".

The following spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Jan Mulder, Jean-Pierre Audy.

Prof. Dr. Walter van Gerven, Professor Faculty of Law, Leuven University; former 
Member of the Independent Group of Experts, spoke on "Political, ethical and 



PV\689174EN.doc 5/10 PE396.475v01-00

EN

financial responsiblity of EU commissioners".

The following spoke: Nils Lundgren, Ingeborg Gräßle, Jan Mulder, Bart Staes,            
Mr Sebastiani (Chairman of the Central Staff Committee), Mr Bonnici (ECA),          
Mr Chêne (Commission)

9. Any other business

None

10. Date and place of next meeting

It was agreed that the next meetings of the Committee on Budgetary Control would
take place in Brussels on:

Tuesday, 6 November 2007, from 9:00 to 12:30 (hearings for the part-renewal of the 
European Court of Auditors)

Monday, 12 November 2007, from 19:00 to 22:30, Strasbourg (presentation of the 
European Court of Auditors' Annual Report concerning the financial year 2006)

Tuesday, 20 November 2007, from 15:00 to 18:30 and Wednesday, 21 November 
2007, from 9:00 to 12:30 (principally, hearings with Members of the European 
Commission on the 2006 discharge)

Monday, 26 November 2007, from 15:00 to 18:30 and Tuesday, 27 November 2007, 
from 9:00 to 12:30 (principally, hearings with Members of the European Commission 
on the 2006 discharge)

The meeting ended at 12.42.
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ПРИСЪСТВЕН ЛИСТ/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENČNÍ LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/
ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/
LISTE DE PRÉSENCE/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLĒJUMU REĢISTRS/DALYVIŲ SĄRAŠAS/JELENLÉTI ÍV/
REĠISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOŚCI/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/LISTĂ DE PREZENŢĂ/ 
PREZENČNÁ LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOČIH/LÄSNÄOLOLISTA/DELTAGARLISTA

Бюро/Mesa/Předsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/Προεδρείο/Bureau/Ufficio di presidenza/Prezidijs/Biuras/Elnökség/ 
Prezydium/Birou/Predsedníctvo/Predsedstvo/Puheenjohtajisto/Presidiet (*)

Nils Lundgren (1e VP), Bogusław Liberadzki (2e VP)

Членове/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Μέλη/Members/Députés/Deputati/Deputāti/Nariai/Képviselõk/ 
Membri/Leden/Posłowie/Deputados/Deputaţi/Jäsenet/Ledamöter

Jean-Pierre Audy, Paul van Buitenen, James Elles, Mogens N.J. Camre, Paulo Casaca, Jorgo Chatzimarkakis (1), Szabolcs Fazakas (2), 
Ingeborg Gräßle, Dan Jørgensen, Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou (2), Esther De Lange (2), Hans-Peter Martin, Jan Mulder, Francesco 
Musotto (2), Aldo Patriciello (1),  Bart Staes, Alexander Stubb (2)

Заместници/Suplentes/Náhradníci/Stedfortrædere/Stellvertreter/Asendusliikmed/Αναπληρωτές/Substitutes/Suppléants/Supplenti/
Aizstājēji/Pavaduojantys nariai/Póttagok/Sostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastępcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanţi/Náhradníci/Namestniki/ 
Varajäsenet/Suppleanter

Richard Corbett (2), Salvador Garriga Polledo (1), Edit Herczog (2), Véronique Mathieu (2), Pierre Pribetich, Paul Rübig (1), Petya 
Stavreva, Andrzej Jan Szejna (2)

178 (2)

183 (3)

46 (6) (Точка от дневния ред/Punto del orden del día/Bod pořadu jednání (OJ)/Punkt på dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/Päevakorra 
punkt/Ημερήσια Διάταξη Σημείο/Agenda item/Point OJ/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kārtības punkts/Darbotvarkės punktas/
Napirendi pont/Punt Aġenda/Agendapunt/Punkt porządku dziennego/Ponto OD/Punct de pe ordinea de zi/Bod programu schôdze/
Točka UL/Esityslistan kohta/Föredragningslista punkt)

Наблюдатели/Observadores/Pozorovatelé/Observatører/Beobachter/Vaatlejad/Παρατηρητές/Observers/Observateurs/Osservatori/
Novērotāji/Stebėtojai/Megfigyelők/Osservaturi/Waarnemers/Obserwatorzy/Observadores/Observatori/Pozorovatelia/Opazovalci/
Tarkkailijat/Observatörer

Присъствал на/Presente el/Přítomný dne/Til stede den/Anwesend am/Viibis(id) kohal/Παρών στις/Present on/Présent le/Presente il/Piedalījās/ 
Dalyvauja/Jelen volt/Preżenti fi/Aanwezig op/Obecny dnia/Presente em/Prezent/Prítomný dňa/Navzoči dne/Läsnä/Närvarande den:
(1) 3.10.2007
(2) 4.10.2007
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По покана на председателя/Por invitación del presidente/Na pozvání předsedy/Efter indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung des 
Vorsitzenden/Esimehe kutsel/Με πρόσκληση του Προέδρου/At the invitation of the Chair(wo)man/Sur l'invitation du président/
Su invito del presidente/Pēc priekšsēdētāja uzaicinājuma/Pirmininkui pakvietus/Az elnök meghívására/Fuq stedina taċ-'Chairman'/ 
Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/Na zaproszenie Przewodniczącego/A convite do Presidente/La invitaţia preşedintelui/Na pozvanie 
predsedu/Na povabilo predsednika/Puheenjohtajan kutsusta/På ordförandens inbjudan

Съвет/Consejo/Rada/Rådet/Rat/Nõukogu/Συμβούλιο/Council/Conseil/Consiglio/Padome/Taryba/Tanács/Kunsill/Raad/Conselho/ 
Consiliu/Svet/Neuvosto/Rådet (*)

Berger, Porto

Комисия/Comisión/Komise/Kommissionen/Kommission/Euroopa Komisjon/Επιτροπή/Commission/Commissione/Komisija/Bizottság/ 
Kummissjoni/Commissie/Komisja/Comissão/Comisie/Komisia/Komissio/Kommissionen (*)

Anastopoulos, Baltsavias (IAS), Birkenmaier (FFPE), Braever (SG), Deffaa (IAS), Domenico, Durand, Dzieciolowski (SG), Fruivosa 
de Melo, Glerin, Godts (SG), Gray (Budg), Hofmann (OLAF), Jensen, Kerstens (FFPE), Leardini (SG), Lundberg (Agri), McAlinden 
(OLAF), Merchan, Monfret (Budg), Moreno (Budg), Müller (SG), Olivio (Budg), Pessoa, Pirao, Reymond (Budg), Spence (Budg), 
Taverne (Budg), Vadde (SG)

Други институции/Otras instituciones/Ostatní orgány a instituce/Andre institutioner/Andere Organe/Muud institutsioonid/ 
Άλλα θεσμικά όργανα/Other institutions/Autres institutions/Altre istituzioni/Citas iestādes/Kitos institucijos/Más intézmények/ 
Istituzzjonijiet ohra/Andere instellingen/Inne instytucje/Outras Instituições/Alte instituţii/Iné inštitúcie/Druge institucije/Muut 
toimielimet/Andra institutioner/organ

ECA Bulz, Czarbecki, Koehler

Други участници/Otros participantes/Ostatní účastníci/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Επίσης Παρόντες/Other 
participants/Autres participants/Altri partecipanti/Citi klātesošie/Kiti dalyviai/Más résztvevők/Parteċipanti ohra/Andere aanwezigen/ 
Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alţi participanţi/Iní účastníci/Drugi udeleženci/Muut osallistujat/Övriga deltagare

Son Altesse Royale Princesse Edwige Vincent de Bourbon (IET), Sierck (Bundestag), Thiriet (RPFrance)

Секретариат на политическите групи/Secretaría de los Grupos políticos/Sekretariát politických skupin/Gruppernes sekretariat/
Sekretariat der Fraktionen/Fraktsioonide sekretariaat/Γραμματεία των Πολιτικών Ομάδων/Secretariats of political groups/Secrétariat des 
groupes politiques/Segreteria gruppi politici/Politisko grupu sekretariāts/Frakcijų sekretoriai/Képviselőcsoportok titkársága/Segretarjat 
gruppi politiċi/Fractiesecretariaten/Sekretariat Grup Politycznych/Secr. dos grupos políticos/Secretariate grupuri politice/Sekretariát 
politických skupín/Sekretariat političnih skupin/Poliittisten ryhmien sihteeristöt/Gruppernas sekretariat

PPE-DE

PSE

ALDE

Verts/ALE

GUE/NGL

IND/DEM

UEN

ITS

NI

Balazs, Kraft, Szechy

Gallrapp, Lüddecke

Mordas

Prummel

Galtieri

Bayazi

Nedziak, Rosbach-Jahn

Baeten
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Кабинет на председателя/Gabinete del Presidente/Kancelář předsedy/Formandens Kabinet/Kabinett des Präsidenten/Presidendi 
kantselei/Γραφείο Προέδρου/President's Office/Cabinet du Président/Gabinetto del Presidente/Priekšsēdētāja kabinets/Pirmininko 
kabinetas/Elnöki hivatal/Kabinett tal-President/Kabinet van de Voorzitter/Gabinet Przewodniczącego/Gabinete do Presidente/
Cabinet Preşedinte/Kancelária predsedu/Urad predsednika/Puhemiehen kabinetti/Talmannens kansli

Кабинет на генералния секретар/Gabinete del Secretario General/Kancelář generálního tajemníka/Generalsekretærens Kabinet/
Kabinett des Generalsekretärs/Peasekretäri büroo/Γραφείο Γενικού Γραμματέα/Secretary-General's Office/Cabinet du Secrétaire 
général/Gabinetto del Segretario generale/Ģenerālsekretāra kabinets/Generalinio sekretoriaus kabinetas/Főtitkári hivatal/Kabinett tas-
Segretarju Ġenerali/Kabinet van de secretaris-generaal/Gabinet Sekretarza Generalnego/Gabinete do Secretário-Geral/Cabinet Secretar 
General/Kancelária generálneho tajomníka/Urad generalnega sekretarja/Pääsihteerin kabinetti/Generalsekreterarens kansli

Генерална дирекция/Dirección General/Generální ředitelství/Generaldirektorat/Generaldirektion/Peadirektoraat/Γενική Διεύθυνση/
Directorate-General/Direction générale/Direzione generale/Ģenerāldirektorāts/Generalinis direktoratas/Főigazgatóság/Direttorat 
Ġenerali/Directoraten-generaal/Dyrekcja Generalna/Direcção-Geral/Direcţii Generale/Generálne riaditeľstvo/Generalni direktorat/
Pääosasto/Generaldirektorat

DG PRES

DG IPOL

DG EXPO

DG INFO

DG PERS

DG IFIN

DG TRED

DG FINS

Broggi, Di Preso, Medeleauno

De Feo, Werner

Motika, Peters, Wells

Правна служба/Servicio Jurídico/Právní služba/Juridisk Tjeneste/Juristischer Dienst/Õigusteenistus/Νομική Υπηρεσία/Legal Service/
Service juridique/Servizio giuridico/Juridiskais dienests/Teisės tarnyba/Jogi szolgálat/Servizz legali/Juridische Dienst/Wydział prawny/
Serviço Jurídico/Serviciu Juridic/Právny servis/Pravna služba/Oikeudellinen yksikkö/Rättstjänsten

Baas

Секретариат на комисията/Secretaría de la comisión/Sekretariát výboru/Udvalgssekretariatet/Ausschusssekretariat/Komisjoni 
sekretariaat/Γραμματεία επιτροπής/Committee secretariat/Secrétariat de la commission/Segreteria della commissione/Komitejas 
sekretariāts/Komiteto sekretoriatas/A bizottság titkársága/Segretarjat tal-kumitat/Commissiesecretariaat/Sekretariat komisji/ 
Secretariado da comissão/Secretariat comisie/Sekretariat odbora/Valiokunnan sihteeristö/Utskottssekretariatet

Jose Luis Rufas Quintana, Roger Brawn, Bent Adamsen, Christian Ehlers, Lotte Tittor, József Blaszauer, Carmen Castillo del Carpio

Сътрудник/Asistente/Asistent/Assistent/Assistenz/Βοηθός/Assistant/Assistente/Palīgs/Padėjėjas/Asszisztens/Asystent/Pomočnik/
Avustaja/Assistenter

* (P) = Председател/Presidente/Předseda/Formand/Vorsitzender/Esimees/Πρόεδρος/Chair(wo)man/Président/Priekšsēdētājs/Pirmininkas/ 
Elnök/'Chairman'/Voorzitter/Przewodniczący/Preşedinte/Predseda/Predsednik/Puheenjohtaja/Ordförande

(VP) = Заместник-председател/Vicepresidente/Místopředseda/Næstformand/Stellvertretender Vorsitzender/Aseesimees/Αντιπρόεδρος/
Vice-Chair(wo)man/Vice-Président/Priekšsēdētāja vietnieks/Pirmininko pavaduotojas/Alelnök/Viċi 'Chairman'/Ondervoorzitter/
Wiceprzewodniczący/Vice-Presidente/Vicepreşedinte/Podpredseda/Podpredsednik/Varapuheenjohtaja/Vice ordförande

(M) = Член/Miembro/Člen/Medlem./Mitglied/Parlamendiliige/Μέλος/Member/Membre/Membro/Deputāts/Narys/Képviselő/
Membru/Lid/Członek/Membro/Membru/Člen/Poslanec/Jäsen/Ledamot

(F) = Длъжностно лице/Funcionario/Úředník/Tjenestemand/Beamter/Ametnik/Υπάλληλος/Official/Fonctionnaire/Funzionario/
Ierēdnis/Pareigūnas/Tisztviselő/Uffiċjal/Ambtenaar/Urzędnik/Funcionário/Funcţionar/Úradník/Uradnik/Virkamies/Tjänsteman
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Coordinators' meeting

Wednesday, 3 October 2007 

ANNEX TO THE DRAFT AGENDA

RESULTS OF THE COORDINATORS' MEETING AS APPROVED BY THE 
COMMITTEE

1. Documents received relating to the 2006

1.1 Report from the Commission to the Council on the follow-up to 2005 Discharge 
Decisions (Summary) - Council Recommendations

COM(2007)0537

1.2 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament on the follow-up to 2005 
Discharge Decisions (Summary) - European Parliament Resolutions

1.1 & 1.2 To be considered in 2006 Discharge to the Commission
Rapporteur: JØRGENSEN (PSE)

  Administrator: Castillo Del Carpio
COM(2007)0538

2. Appointment of draftsmen – decision on procedure

Opinion

2.1 Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators
***I 2007/0197(COD) COM(2007)0530 – C6-0318/2007

Responsible: ITRE
BUDG
CONT
ECON
ENVI

Opinions:

IMCO

S
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2.2 Support for research and development performing SMEs
***I 2007/0188(COD) COM(2007)0514 – C6-0281/2007

Responsible: ITRE
BUDGOpinions:
CONT

S

2.3. Commission staff working document: Regulation of the European parliament and of 
the Council establishing the European institute of technology - Legislative financial 
statement - Adaptation following the negotiations with the Council and the EP
SEC(2007)1220

Responsible: ITRE

S

3. Documents received for information

3.1 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the 
European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on 
policy for the accommodation of Commission services in Brussels and Luxembourg

COM(2007)0501
No follow-up

3.2 Communication from the Commission to the European parliament and the Council :  
Annual Report 2006-2007 on the implementation of Community assistance under 
Council Regulation (EC) No 389/2006 of 27 February 2006 establishing an instrument 
of financial support for encouraging the economic development of the Turkish Cypriot 
community

COM(2007)0536
No follow-up

3.3 Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on EAGF 
expenditure - Early warning system No 8/2007

COM(2007)0544
No follow-up

3.4 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the 
Council- Progressing Galileo: re-profiling the European GNSS programmes

COM(2007)0534
No follow-up
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