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ACP - EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

MINUTES
of the meeting of 

Saturday, 15 March 2008, 17.00 to 19.30
Plenary Hall

Exhibition and Convention Centre
Ljubljana, Slovenia

The EU Co-Chair, Ms Karin Scheele, opened the meeting at 17.04.

1. Adoption of the agenda (APP/100.246)

The agenda was adopted.

Speaker: Bowis

2. Adoption of minutes of the meeting of 23 and 24 January 2008, Brussels
(APP/100.245)

Corrections: Page 2, Item 4 Speakers: Rodgers (Suriname) instead of Otman 
(Suriname)

List of participants to include Baldeh (Gambia).

Speakers: Rodgers (Suriname) and Baldeh (Gambia).

Decision: The minutes were approved as amended.

3. Co-Chair's announcements

The Co-Chair made a number of announcements which included information 
on the social events during the 15th Session of the JPA, topics for the 
workshops and the urgent resolutions which were to be adopted in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia and the subjects for discussion without resolution.

4. Social and environmental consequences of structural adjustment 
programmes (APP/100.202)

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Alma Oumarou (Niger) and Mr Gay Mitchell

- Consideration of  amendments
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- Adoption of draft report

The Co-rapporteur, Mr Alma Oumarou (Niger) made brief comments on the 
proposed 64 amendments to the draft report. In the absence of Co-rapporteur 
Mr Gay Mitchell, Ms Martens made a few remarks on his behalf.

The meeting then considered and voted on the submitted 64 amendments, the 
tabled oral amendments as well as the draft report as amended.

Speakers: Oumarou (Niger), Martens, Danata (Cameroun), Said (Djibouti), 
Deerpalsing (Mauritius) and Borrell Fontelles.

Decision: The report was unanimously adopted as amended.

With the ACP 1st Vice Co-Chair, Ms Ana Rita Sithole (Mozambique), 
presiding, the meeting continued with rest of the items on the agenda

5. Social consequences of child labour and the strategies to combat the child 
labour
Co-rapporteurs: Ms Ana Rita Sithole (Mozambique) and Mr Liam Aylward

- Exchange of views in the presence of experts

The Co-rapporteur, Mr Liam Aylward underlined the importance of protecting 
children, particularly through education, as a future generation. He noted that 
European countries have become a destination of children to be exploited and 
as such underscored the need for corporate social responsibility as well as 
consumer responsibility in combating the exploitation of children. The Co-
rapporteur further noted the need to address the social causes of child labour 
such as conflict and corruption. 

In her remarks, the Co-rapporteur Ms Ana Rita Sithole (Mozambique)
underscored the need to address poverty as a fundamental cause of child 
labour. She reiterated the need to educate children particularly those in rural 
areas as this will impact the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). The Co-rapporteur further underlined the need to take into account 
the peculiarities of the respective countries when dealing with the subject 
matter of child labour. Ms Sithole also noted the need to enforce the legal 
mechanisms aimed at combating child labour.

In her statement, Ms Susan Bissell from Innocenti Research Centre (IRC) 
UNICEF noted that the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) provides 
that children have a right to protection from work that interferes with 
education and that it is dangerous or potentially harmful to their health and 
normal development. Ms Bissell pointed out that, children seeking jobs in non-
gazetted sectors are often subject to exploitation. To this end, she mentioned 
collaborative work between UNICEF and International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) in several countries focusing on primary education and community 
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mobilisation. Ms Bissell further underlined that children's rights are 
indivisible, and interrelated, and the elimination of child labour requires a 
holistic approach. She then noted that although access to schools and quality 
education are key determinants for the elimination of child labour, they are not 
sufficient. Policies and interventions need also to squarely address the 
economic poverty of families. 

The European Commission representative, Mr Adam Janssen, also made some 
brief remarks on the subject matter. Mr Janssen highlighted the interventions 
of the European Commission with respect to combating child labour 
particularly in the social sector and governance. He further underlined the 
continued dialogue between the Commission and respective countries in 
considering strategies for mitigating child labour in the context of 
development cooperation, particularly under the 10th EDF. Mr Janssen 
highlighted the €15 million project funded under the 9th EDF aimed at the 
fight against the worst forms child labour in ACP countries.  

During the exchange of views, members underlined that there has been so 
many documentation on the subject of child labour, as such there is an urgent 
need to take action to combat the practice. It was pointed out that dialogue 
with industry, particularly in Europe, is important in order to combat the 
exploitation of children, as well as enforcing children' rights. Members also 
noted the need to distinguish child labour from child work, where child work 
in the context of family may aim at child training. However, it was underlined 
that children should not be deprived of their childhood. Members also 
underscored the importance of eradicating poverty which is a fundamental 
cause of child labour. The exploitation of children by external promoters in 
sports and political activists was also highlighted. 

Speakers: Aylward, Cashman, Grandmaison, Bowis, Thwala (Swaziland), 
Danata (Cameroon), Said (Djibouti), Novak and Baldeh (Gambia).

The report is to be adopted at the 16th JPA session in Papua New Guiney. 

6. Botswana - Implications of the Decision to Re-erect Setata Fence in 
Ngamiland.

The Meeting received a presentation from a delegation from Botswana, led by 
Mr Shaw Kgathi (Botswana) with respect to the Decision to Re-erect the 
Setata Fence in Ngamiland, Botswana. Mr Kgathi, regretted that the subject 
matter was brought before the Committee on Social Affairs and the 
Environment on the basis of the allegations from a Non-Government 
Organisation, Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA). He noted that the 
EIA's allegations were intended to harm the beef industry of Botswana. Mr
Kgathi recommended that the Botswana government is prepared to engage 
into bilateral dialogue with EIA to further discuss the subject matter. Dr
Motsu, technical official from the Department of Veterinary Services in 
Botswana then made a technical presentation on the Cordon Fences in 
Botswana. In concluding, he mentioned that:
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 The Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) outbreak is in a Non-EU export 
zone;

 Setata fence was de-commissioned following the Scott-Wilson report;
 The new fence is in response to a disease outbreak and not an 

expansion of cattle area;
 Alignment of the new fence is different from the de-commissioned 

fence; and
 Alignment was guided by the Scott-Wilson report and by community 

consultations.

The representative of EIA, Ms Mary Rice, responded to the presentation from 
the Botswana delegation and emphasised that the EIA report did not intend to 
harm the beef industry of Botswana. She supported the proposal for further
dialogue between the EIA and the Botswana Government.  

Speakers: Kgathi (Botswana), Dr Motsu (Botswana), Hall, Tapsoba (Burkina 
Faso) and Thwala (Swaziland).

The Meeting took note of this information.

7. Decision on the subject for the next report

The Meeting deliberated on the proposals for the subject for the next report to 
be adopted at the 17th session in Prague (Czech Republic).

Speakers: Scheele, Borrell Fontelles, Oumarou (Niger), Deerpalsing and 
Baldeh (Gambia).

Decision: Agreed that the subject for the next report is "the social and 
environmental consequences of the Climate Change".

8. Any other business

The Co-chair clarified a query raised by a Member on the timing of the 
Meeting of the Committee. 

Speakers: Tapsoba (Burkina Faso) and Scheele. 

9. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled to take place on 10-11 
September 2008 in Brussels, Belgium.

The meeting adjourned at 19.51

Adlib Express Watermark



PV\717170EN.doc 5/5 APP/100.286

ANNEXE/ANNEX 
LISTE DE PRESENCE/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE

Présents/Present

ACP
Butulso (Vanuatu) , Co-Chair
Ana Rita Sithole (Moçambique), 1st Vice-Chair
Nita Deerpalsing (Mauritius), 2nd Vice-Chair

Tapsoba (Burkina Faso)
Danata (Cameroun)
Said (Djibouti)
Baldeh (Gambia)
Oumarou (Niger)
Jiménez (República Dominicana)
Rathpal (Suriname)
Thwala (Swaziland)

PE/EP
Karin Scheele, Co-Chair 
Novak, 1st Vice-Chair

Aubert
Aylward 
Borrell Fontelles
Bowis
Cashman
Fernandes
Hall
Haug
Jouye de Grandmaison
Lulling (for Mitchell)
Martens
Schnellhardt
Schröder
Van Lancker (for Arif)
Veneto

Egalement présents/Also present

ACP
Yerbanga Ouedraogo, Dieudonné, Ouedraogo (Burkina Faso), Sanda, Bobbo (Cameroun), Nyan-
Alaboson (Gambia), Bako, Abdrahamane, Issoufou, Guimaran, Natitia (Niger), Esajas (Suriname), 
Dlamini (Swaziland).

Kgathi, Tshenolo Modise, Motsu, Mphusu, Batlhoki (Botswana), Moliwa (République Démocratique 
du Congo), Edjaka, Zoula  (République du Congo), William, Faure (Seychelles), Jervase, Mustafa 
(Sudan), Mugambe (Uganda).

UNION AFRICAINE/AFRICAN UNION.
Igueh

Experts:
Susan Bissell, Innocenti Research Centre (IRC) UNICEF
Mary Rice, Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA)

Commission européenne/European Commission
Janssen

Groupes politiques/Political groups
Haglund (PPE-DE)
Triana (PSE)
Poreba, Barett (UEN)
Tsiguereda (Verts/Ale)
Garcia (GUE/NGL)

Co-secrétariat ACP/Co-secretariat ACP
Kakule, Olusola, Awuku

Co-secrétariat PE/Co-secretariat EP
Atanassova, Douaud

Assistance/Assisted by
Ruiz Vicente, Ponce
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