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EURO-MEDITERRANEAN
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

Committee on Political, Security and Human Rights

MINUTES

of the meeting of
Monday, 30 June 2008

10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
3 p.m. - 6 p.m.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Altiero Spinelli Building, Floor 5, Room G-2

BRUSSELS

1. Opening of the meeting

The meeting was opened by the oldest member (Mr Quba'a, Palestinian delegation) who 
supervised the election of the new Bureau, following the procedure laid down by the Rules of 
Procedure and the decision taken by the Athens Plenary on the new make-up of the committee
bureaux.

2.  Election of Chair and Vice-Chairs

The new Bureau was elected by acclamation, with Mrs Saïfi (EP delegation) as Chair, and 
Mr Majalli Whbee (Israeli delegation), Mr Robert Del Picchia (French delegation) and Mr
Hassan Khreishi (Palestinian delegation) as Vice-Chairs.

3.  Adoption of draft agenda
  
Adopted.

4. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair thanked the members present for their support and welcomed the new committee 
members. She reported on the new make-up of the committee bureaux, and said that the EMPA 
now consisted of 260 members and not 240 as previously. She reported on the change to the 
number of Political Committee members, 70 in total, broken down as follows: 
- Mediterranean countries: 35
- EU countries: 22
- European Parliament: 13
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With regard to the 12 July Bureau meeting, the Chair said that the purpose was to adopt a 
declaration calling for the EMPA to embody the parliamentary dimension of the ‘Barcelona 
Process: Union for the Mediterranean’. This declaration would be presented at the 13 July Paris 
summit by Mr Pöttering, in his dual role as EP President and EMPA President.

The Chair also reported on the subjects chosen by the Bureau meeting of 11 June.
- Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean: what is the added value for the 

development of the Mediterranean region?
- the Annapolis process and its prospects.
- Freedom of expression and respect for religious beliefs.

The Chair said that the second subject would be the subject of a report to be presented to the 
plenary in Jordan on 12 and 13 October 2008.
Finally, she said that a joint meeting with the Culture Committee would consider the issues of 
freedom of expression and respect for religious beliefs before the end of the year.

5. Exchange of views on the ‘Barcelona Process: a Union for the Mediterranean’ project, in 
the presence of Ambassador Alain Le Roy 

By way of introduction, the Ambassador recalled the collective character of the Union for the 
Mediterranean project and stressed its parliamentary dimension, highlighting at the same time 
the involvement of the representatives of civil society, local authorities, companies and 
associations. He also recalled the importance of making the project more visible. His 
presentation was given under three headings: 

1. Union for the Mediterranean project: reasons for action

One of the main reasons for giving a fresh boost to the ‘Barcelona Process: a Union for the 
Mediterranean’ was the region’s economic situation. There were three significant elements: the 
development gap (of the order of 1 to 12) between the two shores of the Mediterranean; it was 
essential that this be narrowed. Second, unemployment: a minimum of 40 million jobs needed to 
be created in the next 15 years if unemployment was simply to be kept at its current level. Last 
but not least, the level of EU investment in the Mediterranean was no more than 2%. By 
comparison, 20% of US investment was in Central and South America, while 25% of Japanese 
investment was in its southern neighbours. It was time for the EU to change this picture, and that 
was only possible by means of a Union for the Mediterranean.

Nonetheless, while the economic dimension was extremely important, the project’s main goal 
was political, namely to make the Mediterranean a strategic centre of EU foreign policy, a goal 
which had already been achieved.

2. Current state of the project

The Ambassador reviewed the preparations for the forthcoming13 July Paris Summit, to which 
over 44 Heads of State and of Government had been invited: the 27 EU Member States and the 
12 countries which already formed part of the Barcelona Process, Libya as an observer, and 
finally, Croatia, Bosnia, Montenegro and Monaco, all Mediterranean countries.
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These guests would be joined by representatives of the European institutions, including 
Mr Pöttering for the EP, Mr Barroso for the Commission and Mr Solana, EU Council Secretary-
General. Mr Amr Moussa, the Secretary-General of the Arab League had also been invited. 
Finally, the Emir of Qatar would, as President of the Arab Gulf States Cooperation Council, be 
present.
The Ambassador confirmed that most of these Heads of State and of Government would be in 
attendance, except Colonel Khadafi.

With regard to the launching of the project itself, the Ambassador assured the meeting that once 
launched, the process would bring a great deal of added value: 

 a strong political boost to the Euro-Mediterranean partnership, in the shape of a summit 
of Heads of State and of Government every two years.
This would involve new methods of governance.

 A joint secretariat, whose siting would be chosen by the Foreign Ministers at their 
meeting of November 2008; there were several candidates, including Tunisia, Morocco 
and Malta.

 A joint standing committee, a sort of COREPER, comprising representatives of both 
shores of the Mediterranean, to be based in Brussels. 

3. The projects 

The Ambassador reviewed the keynote projects of the Union for the Mediterranean: 
 de-polluting the Mediterranean itself, an ambitious but necessary 44-site project, for 

which the first tranche of funding, of the order of two billion euros, was to be unblocked.
 The implementation of the Mediterranean Solar Plan, using European technology, part of 

the equipment for which could be built on the southern shore.
 The ‘sea motorway’, with a view to developing exchanges between the eastern and 

western Mediterranean (of developing port infrastructure).
 The civil protection scheme, aimed at mobilising shared resources more efficiently in the 

event of natural disasters (of fighting forest fires).
 Developing exchanges within the university network, involving students, teachers, 

researchers and scientists.

After the Ambassador had spoken, the following spoke:

- Kamal El SHAZLY (Egypt)
- Salah TABARKI (Tunisia)
- Taysir QUBA'A (Palestine)
- Raimon OBIOLS (EP)
- Zeynep DAGI (Turkey)
- Athinaios FLORINIS (Greece)
- Suleiman HADDAD (Syria)
- Adnan El SAWAIR (Jordan)
- Agostinho GONCALVES (Portugal)
- Yassine JABER (Lebanon)
- Ahmed ZAIDI (Morocco)
- Majalli WHBEE (Israel)
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- Mohamed LEBID (Algeria)
- Hélène FLAUTRE (EP)
- George VELLA (Malta)
- Hassan KREISHI (Palestine)
- Robert DEL PICCHIA (France)

The following issues were raised:

 The importance of the pillars underpinning the initiative: accelerating economic 
development in the Euro-Mediterranean region, pursuing efforts to achieve peace and 
regional stability, working to achieve lasting environmental protection, and promoting 
cultural dialogue. 

 Certain members voiced their disquiet about an excessive ‘realpolitik’ which would 
sideline important issues such as human rights and democracy, the fight against poverty, 
the emancipation of women and the reduction of north-south inequalities. 

 The institutional imbalance existing between the northern and southern shores.
 The disquiet felt in certain southern countries at the way the political dimension was 

being sectioned off from the economic dimension.
 The problem of visas and their impact on the freedom of movement within the 

Mediterranean. 
 The importance of the cultural dimension: what priority and what role were assigned to 

culture in the Union for the Mediterranean project? 
 The extent of possible participation by the Arab Gulf States in the Union for the 

Mediterranean. 
 The fact that it was essential, if the project were to develop successfully, to acknowledge 

the importance of the role of civil society and ensure that it was involved.

Following this exchange of views, the Ambassador provided some answers:

- With regard to funding, he said that there would be no additional budget between now and
2013. This being the case, it was a question of using other Community funding, with due respect 
for the procedures in force, for example from the regional side of the European neighbourhood 
policy, the European neighbourhood and partnership instrument, and the investment for 
neighbourhood facility. He announced the possible participation of other institutions and bodies 
such as the European Investment Bank and the Bilateral Cooperation Agencies. A further source 
of funding could be the private sector and the voluntary participation of the Gulf States.
- With regard to north-south Mediterranean cooperation, he assured the meeting that the purpose 
of the project was to develop regional cooperation on a variable geometry basis.
- With regard to involving civil society, something seen as not strong enough within the Euro-
Mediterranean partnership, he said that micro-projects were going to be set up so as to achieve 
greater involvement of civil society and of the population at large.

6. First exchange of views on the subject of the reports approved by the Bureau at its 
meeting of 11 June, and possibly, appointment of rapporteurs

The chair said that 16 July was the deadline for expressions of interests in being rapporteurs
using the written procedure.
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7. Exchange of views on sending a EMPA delegation to Gaza and Sdérot

The following spoke:

- Louisa MORGANTINI (EP)
- Luis YANEZ-BARNUEVO (EP)
- Majalli WHBEE (Israël)
- Hassan KREISHI (Palestine)
- Jordi PEDRET (Spain)
- Zeynep DAGI (Turkey)
- Taysir QUBA'A (Palestine)
- Adnan AL SAWAIR (Jordan)
- George VELLA (Malta)
- Salah TABARKI (Tunisia)
- Hélène FLAUTRE (EP)
- Suleiman HADDAD (Syria)
- Giorgio COSTA (Italy)

Main issue discussed: the geographical extent of this visit.
- Should it be limited purely to Gaza?
- Should it be extended to other occupied territories (Gaza, West Bank, Golan Heights)
- Should the first option (Gaza and the border towns) be retained? 

Other issues raised. 
- What were the objectives? What was the programme? What was the make-up of the 

delegation?
- Who should the delegation speak to on the ground? (Should it meet the Palestinian 

members of Parliament who were under arrest? Should it meet Hamas representatives? 
etc)

Following an in-depth exchange of views, Mrs Saïfi, noting the range of attitudes to the mandate 
and scope of the delegation, decided that at the enlarged EMPA Bureau meeting in Paris on 12 
July, she would present the various political and practical considerations put forward by the 
different delegations, in order to let the Bureau decide.

She proposed that the meeting pass directly to item 9 of the agenda, the situation in Lebanon 
following the presidential elections.

8. Lebanon after the presidential elections

Mr Yassine Jaber gave a rapid resumé of the current political situation.  He said that there were 
signs of positive developments in the political sphere following the Doha Conference and the 
election of Michel Sleimane as President.  Negotiations were in hand to set up a new government 
of national unity.  The parliamentary elections would follow so that with its institutions re-
established, Lebanon could set about restoring the rule of law, a resolution which arose from the 
Doha Agreement.
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Mr Jaber thanked the European countries which had helped to maintain peace in the border 
areas, alongside the UN forces; he also stressed the need to keep up this effort and also keep up 
support and aid to Lebanon.  Finally, he asked for an Israeli withdrawal from the Occupied 
Territories. 

9. Human rights: migration policies and respect for human rights

The following spoke:

- Hélène FLAUTRE (EP)
- Ahmed ZAIDI (Morocco)
- Suleiman HADDAD (Syria)
- Mohamed LEBID (Algeria)
- Kamal El SHAZLY (Egypt)
- Zeynep DAGI (Turkey)
- Athinaios FLORINIS (Greece)
- Louisa MORGANTINI (EP)
- Salah TABARKI (Tunisia)
- George VELLA (Malta)
- Hassan KREISHI (Palestine)
- Robert DEL PICCHIA (France)

The following issues were raised

 Constant large scale human rights violations were frequently overlooked by migration 
policies, and had not been dealt with at the first Euromed conference in the Algarve in 
November 2007. There needed to be recognition of the right of migrants to life, to 
leaving their countries of birth, to asylum, to being a refugee at regional level, and of the 
principle of ‘non-refoulement'.

 The fact that violations were aggravated by the lack of steps taken to respect the Geneva 
Convention, and that the asylum and  migration policies of the Euromed countries are not 
in line with the commitments given at international level.

 Increasing criminalisation of illegal channels for entering and leaving.
 The specific problem of migration by minors (further complicated by the impossibility of 

establishing the age of those concerned); there was a need for a mechanism to protect 
minors at international level, so as to avoid their being sent back to countries where they 
had no attachments. In this context, the 'return' Directive was severely criticised.

 The existing imbalance between immigration laws on the two shores of the 
Mediterranean, with particular reference to the contradiction between, on the one hand, 
restrictions established by the European countries on the movement of goods and 
persons, and on the other hand, the demand that transfers of goods and capital be 
encouraged.

 European support policy, the potential role of the UN, and the importance of the 
commitment and involvement of the HCR.

 The saturation of European countries assimilation capacity, e.g. Greece, where the social 
infrastructures had reached the end of their ability to cope; similar problems in respect of 
the (legal) job market.

 The refoulement of the Eritreans, and the presence of Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan.
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10. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on 11 October in Jordan.

**************
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