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The meeting opened at 15.05, chaired by Raimon OBIOLS i GERMA.

1. Adoption of draft agenda

Adopted.
2. Approval of draft minutes of meeting of 2 December 2008
Approved.

3. Chair's announcements

The chair reported on his meeting the previous day, Tuesday, 27 January 2009, with a Central
American ministerial delegation to examine the prospects for the sixth round of negotiations. The
participants in this meeting included:

Roémulo CABALLEROS (Guatemala);

Ricardo ESMAHAN d'AUBUISSON (EI Salvador);

Orlando SALVADOR SOLORZANO DELGADILLO (Nicaragua);

Marco VINICIO RUIZ (Costa Rica).

He also reported on the round table held that same morning with the participation of Central
American parliamentarians, some of the negotiators, the Commission, and representatives of civil
society.

He further announced the visit, scheduled for 11 February 2009 from 11.00, of a high-level Costa
Rican delegation, consisting of the ministers for health, culture and external trade. There would
be a formal meeting of the delegation for this occasion.

4. Forthcoming visit of a delegation working group to Central America
(23-27 February 2009)

The chair set out the various options for the visit to Central America scheduled for the week of
23-27 February 2009. Following an exchange of views (speakers: MEYER, FERNANDEZ
MARTIN and the chair), it was agreed that the countries visited would be Costa Rica and
Honduras.

5. Exchange of views on the state of the negotiations for the EU-Central America
Association Agreement

In the context of the sixth round of negotiations for the EU-Central America Association
Agreement, the chair requested an exchange of views with representatives of Central
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American civil society. He stressed that Parliament's position on the negotiations with Central
America is summarised in the report by Willy Meyer.

Mr FERNANDEZ MARTIN expressed his appreciation of this initiative enabling a continued
dialogue with representatives of civil society, and spoke on two key aspects of the negotiating
process, namely problems of asymmetry and the timetable.

An exchange of views was then held with representatives of social organisations from both
Central America and Europe (CIFCA, Oxfam International, Grupo Sur, APRODEYV, the
European Trade Union Confederation and the Central American Trade Union Platform). The
speakers evoked a number of concerns and offered various suggestions regarding the
negotiations for the Association Agreement. Especially stressed were: the potential impact of
the agreement on development in the region; the absence of a socio-environmental impact
assessment; human rights; environmental rights; and the rights of the indigenous peoples.

Winding up the debate, the chair made the following remarks:

- what is involved is more than a mere free trade agreement: importance must be laid on the
political dialogue and cooperation pillars, pursuing as they do the goals of human development
and sustainable development;

- continued respect for the existing asymmetries will be essential;

- it is vital to ensure respect for human rights and democracy;

- before concluding the negotiations, it will be essential to examine the issue of social and
environmental impact;

- the agreement must contribute to the regional integration process.

6. Other business

None.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 17 February 2009 in Brussels, at 17.30.

The meeting closed at 17.10.
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