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MINUTES
Meeting of 20 January 2009, from 15.00 to 16.00

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15.00 on Tuesday 20 January 2009, with Guido Podestà (Chair) in the 
chair.

1. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted. 

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of 2 December 2008

The minutes of the meeting of 2 December 2008 were approved. 

3. Chair’s announcements

Mr Podestà informed members that:
- the report by Véronique Mathieu on budgetary control of EU funds in Afghanistan had 

been adopted in plenary on 15 January 2009;
- the situation in Afghanistan was causing increasing concern in terms of security but also in 

terms of economic precariousness, and had been eclipsed by the attacks in Mumbai and the 
war in the Gaza Strip;

- President Karzai’s term of office was due to end on 21 May 2009 but the date of the 
presidential elections – scheduled for September – had not been confirmed.
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4. Visit of the Afghan parliamentary delegation to Brussels, 10-12 February 2009
- General information on the visit
- List of participants
- Draft programme

The delegation examined the draft programme for the visit by a delegation of 10 members of 
Afghanistan’s Wolesi Jirga from 10 to 12 February 2009. The visit had a dual purpose: to 
allow a third interparliamentary meeting to take place between the EP and the Wolesi Jirga, 
and to hold work sessions as part of the parliamentary assistance promised by the EP to the 
Wolesi Jirga, mainly in the context of oversight capacity and democratic governance.

5. Latest developments in Afghanistan
- Exchange of views with the European Commission

Bettina Muscheidt gave a short presentation on the current situation in Afghanistan. 

6. Other business

No other business was raised.

7. Date and place of next meeting

Brussels, 10 February 2009 at 15.00.

The meeting closed at 16.00.
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