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BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15.09 on Tuesday, 31 March 2009, with John Purvis in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda PE 419.536

The agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of minutes of the meeting of 28 January 2009 PE 417.531

The minutes were adopted.

3. Announcements by the Chair

M. Purvis made the following announcements:

Yemen:

Yemeni security forces have arrested 6 suspected al-Qaeda militants for allegedly planning 
attacks on foreign targets. The group is suspected of 2 recent suicide bomb attacks, which 
killed 4 South Koreans. 

By common agreement of the opposition and the governing party MPs, and in accordance 
with the Constitution, the general elections that were due this April have been postponed for a 
period of two years, in order to implement a number of constitutional reforms, including the 
introduction of proportional system.
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Saudi Arabia:

Amnesty International strongly deplores that a court has sentenced 3 persons -one of them 75 
years old- to flogging on the basis of charges that are considered inconsistent with 
international human rights standards. Flogging remains mandatory for a number of offences, 
including consumption of alcohol; Saudi Arabia is a party to the UN Convention against 
Torture; the UN Special Rapporteur on this issue has stated that corporal punishment is 
inconsistent with the obligations under this treaty.

Bahrain:

22 Shiite activists, arrested on charges of trying to destabilize the government, remain in 
custody but not any longer in solitary confinement after they argued forced confessions had 
been extracted through torture. This high-profile case has triggered widespread protests and 
attracted the attention of international human rights watchdogs, such as Amnesty International 
and the International Federation of Human Rights.

4. Exchange of views with the National Human Rights Committee of Qatar

M. Purvis welcomed a Delegation from the State of Qatar, led by His Excellency Dr AL-
MARRI, President of the National Human Rights Committee of Qatar. He added that it 
was also a pleasure to see one of the Delegation's regular guests, Sheikh Meshal Bin 
Hamad AL-THANI, Ambassador of the State of Qatar to the EU, whose services have 
been instrumental in taking the initiative and organizing this visit.

Dr Al-MARRI then introduced his Delegation and presented extensively the state-of-play of 
the situation on Human Rights in his country and the initiatives undertaken by the National 
Human Rights Committee.

The following Members spoke during the exchange of views: PURVIS, PFLUEGER. 

Since Qatar hosts an Arab League Summit and has declared it will not act upon an 
international arrest warrant for Sudanese President Omar Bashir, this issue was at the centre 
of discussions, given the strong position expressed by the EP in its March Resolution; it was 
explained to the Qatari side that the EP " is deeply dismayed by the fact that, since the issuing 
of the arrest warrant, Sudan has repeatedly refused to cooperate with the ICC and has indeed 
multiplied its acts of defiance towards the international community" as well that "Sudan, a
member of the United Nations, is obliged to cooperate with the ICC by virtue of Resolution 
1593, which the Security Council adopted under its Chapter 7 powers".

However, the Qatari side insisted that it was not possible to follow this ICC indictment since 
this was just a sign of the double standards applied by the international community and the 
politicisation of the Human Rights cause. As M. Al Marri explained, in the absence of any 
indictment against those who committed war crimes in Gaza recently, it is impossible for the 
Arab world, in general, to accept that the ICC is fair and unbiased.

On the other hand, M. Al Marri explained that his committee is striving for the ratification of 
the ICCPR by Qatar; its work focuses on ensuring that, pending ratification, the Qatari 
legislative corpus does not feature any incompatibilities with ICCPR provisions.
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5. possibly Exchange of views on the Bureau mission to Yemen (February 2009)

This point was postponed.

6. Any other business

No issues raised.

7. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 30 April 2009.

The meeting closed at 16.05
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