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The meeting opened at 10.20 with Mr Raimon Obiols i Germa in the chair.

1.

Adoption of draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted.

2.

Chair’s announcements

As the meeting was in theory the delegation's last one before the end of the parliamentary
term, the Chair thanked the members, the representatives of the Diplomatic Corps and the
European Commission's representative for the effective cooperation and good work carried out
during the term.

The Chair said that the new delegation for relations with Central America would most likely
be formed at the end of September 2009, although as the Chair of the Conference of
Delegation Chairs had suggested that the delegations might be formed in July after the
elections, along with the parliamentary committees. This had not been agreed upon by the
Conference of Presidents.

In the presence of Mr Petros Mavromichalis, Head of Unit RE/R2 (Mexico & Central

America) at the European Commission:

3. Presentation of report on the visit by a delegation working party to Honduras and Costa

Rica (23-27 February 2009)

The Chair presented a report on the mission carried out to Honduras and Costa Rica during the
week 23-27 February 2009. The prospects of concluding the negotiations on the Association
Agreement in the first half of 2009 were also discussed.

The reports were adopted as presented by the Chair.

. Exchange of views on the current state of negotiations on the EU-Central America

Association Agreement

The Chair gave the floor to the representative of the FEuropean Commission,
Mr Mavromichalis, who updated the delegation on the state of negotiations between Central
America and the EU on the Association Agreement.

Mr Mavromichalis highlighted the following points:
- On 23 and 24 April 2009 an informal meeting between the head negotiators had taken

place in Brussels to break the stalemate, in which it had been decided to resume the
negotiations on the Association Agreement.
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- Nicaragua had pulled out of the negotiations at the beginning of April due to the lack
of agreement on the part of Central America regarding the proposal for a common
development fund of 60 billion Euros.

- During the informal meeting the previous week it had been decided to set up a bi-
regional working group to examine the ways to create a financial mechanism for regional
development and an ambitious work timetable, which included a heads of negotiators
meeting in Prague on 14 May 2009 as well as a final round of negotiations during the
week 6-10 July 2009.

The representative for the European Commission concluded his report by saying that an end to
the negotiations in first half of the year was realistic.

An exchange of views was then held in which Ms Ayuso, the Chair and Mr Mavromichalis
participated. El Salvador's elections, the possible impact of a new government on the
negotiations and the prospects and conditions for establishing a common development fund in
Central America were discussed. In response, El Salvador's ambassador, Mr Héctor Gonzalez,
said that he did not expect a change of direction on the part of the new government of El
Salvador regarding policy towards the European Union and confirmed his country's
commitment to concluding the negotiations on the Association Agreement in the first half of
20009.

5. Other business

There was no other business.

6. Date and place of next meeting

The date of the next meeting was still to be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 11.05.
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