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PROCEDURAL PAGE

At its meeting of  ..... 2009, the Bureau of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly 
authorised its Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade to draw up a 
report, pursuant to Rule 2(8) of its Rules of Procedure, on the financial and economic 
impact of climate change in ACP countries.

At its meeting of 28 November 2009, the Committee on Economic Development, 
Finance and Trade appointed Buti Manamela (South Africa) as the ACP co-
rapporteur, and Frank Engel as the EU co-rapporteur.

The Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade considered the draft 
report at its meetings of 27 January and 27 March 2010.

At the latter meeting, it adopted the accompanying draft motion for a resolution.

The following were present for the vote: ...

The resolution was tabled for adoption on ...
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

on the financial and economic impact of climate change in ACP countries

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,

 meeting in Tenerife (Spain) from 29 March to 1 April 2010,

 having regard to Article 17(1) of its rules of Procedure,

 having regard to the UN Millennium Declaration of 8 September 2000, which sets 
out the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as criteria established jointly by 
the international community for the elimination of poverty,

 having regard to the declaration on Integrating Climate Change Adaptation into 
Development Co-operation, adopted by the Development and Environment 
ministers of the OECD member countries on 4 April 2006,

 having regard to the 4th Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), released in Valencia, Spain, on 17th November 2007,

 having regard to its resolution on food security issues in ACP countries and the 
role of ACP-EU cooperation adopted in Ljubljana on 20 March 2008,

 having regard to its resolution on the social and environmental consequences of 
climate change in the ACP countries adopted in Prague on 9 April 2009,

 having regard to the resolutions adopted on 10 July 2009 at the G8 Summit and the 
Major Economies’ Forum on Climate and Energy held in L’Aquila in Italy,

 having regard to the World Development Report 2010: Development and Climate 
Change of the World Bank, released in Washington, USA, on 15 September 2009,

 having regard to its resolution on climate change adopted in Luanda on 2 
December 2009,

 having regard to the conclusions of the European Council held on 10th and 11th

December 2009, 

 having regard to the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Climate 
Change held in Copenhagen from 7 to 18 December 2009,

 having regard to the report of the Committee Economic Development, Finance 
and Trade (ACP-EU/...),
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A. Whereas changes in the global climate have happened throughout history, and 
are a natural phenomenon, but the rapidity and volume of the currently observed 
global warming is such that its link to human activity can no longer be doubted, 

B. Whereas the last century has witnessed an average increase in global surface 
temperature of 0.74C and the IPCC predicts that this will continue rising to 
between 1.1C and 6.4C, depending on the scenario,

C. Whereas the financial and economic impact of these changes will be felt in 
many sectors, including agricultural and livestock productivity, marine 
activities, tourist flows, physical infrastructure and health services,

D. Whereas there is an overall consensus that developing countries are most at risk 
from climate change and that it has the potential to reduce or even annihilate 
global development trends by destroying productive potential across the 
developing world,

E. Whereas the fragile public finances and high levels of public debt which 
characterise developing countries render them vulnerable to exogenous shocks; 
whereas these countries' heavy reliance on primary sector production as a main 
source of national income leaves them most at risk from climatic changes,

F. Whereas at the household level climate change will decrease individual 
financial, social and physical security, increasing poverty and vulnerability, 
while on a macro level, climate change is likely to increase the need for public 
spending,  reducing the sources of government revenue at the same time,

G. Whereas climate change can lead to increased scarcity of resources, such as
habitable land and drinking water, triggering conflicts, insecurity and migration 
flows, thereby increasing instability in the developing world and the impacting
on developed countries general security,

H. Whereas economic actors who vigorously pursue their own interests to the 
detriment of the global climate, local environments, habitats and social welfare 
are rarely held accountable for the damages they cause, 

I. Whereas in a globalised world with global profits, corporate responsibility must 
also become global, as must the obligation to compensate for damages and 
losses,

1. Takes note of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Climate 
Change held in Copenhagen from 7 to 18 December 2009, which has 
demonstrated that while there is near unanimity on the types of challenges, there 
is much less agreement on the ways to meet it;
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2. Recognises that substantial global efforts have to be made in order to limit 
global warming to a level where its impact can still be addressed by responsive 
policies;

3. Notes that among the impacts of climate change on developing countries will be 
reductions in their productive potential, decreased exports and government 
revenues, rendering their economies more fragile;    

4. Calls on the EU and ACP countries to investigate alternative clean energy 
sources evaluating them for the impact their production is likely to have on the 
availability and price of basic necessities, including food, their impact on local 
populations, including livelihoods and any possible migration, and the viability 
of the total energy output of the alternative sources given the energy inputs 
needed to create them; 

5. Calls on the EU to facilitate transfers of clean technologies to ACP countries 
and to support, potentially through the establishment of an ACP-EU energy 
initiative, research and development of similar technologies in the ACP 
countries themselves;

6. Underlines the need for private economic actors from EU countries to behave in 
socially responsible ways whilst present in ACP countries, particularly 
concerning respect for the environments and habitats in which they operate and 
on which local populations depend;

7. Demands that funds for climate-related activities be additional to donors' long-
standing commitments on levels of Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
and that careful records be kept to prevent ODA funds being double counted to 
make up quotas for climate-change-related funding;

8. States that in the long run, the sums tabled at the Copenhagen summit and 
elsewhere for combating the impacts of climate change in developing countries 
should not derive solely from EU public funds but also though levies placed on 
private economic actors;

9. States that the amounts mobilised for attenuating the worst effects of the 
financial crisis when it swept into the real economy already constitute an 
absolute ceiling to public funding commitments and public debt in the EU, and 
that henceforth, there must exist a “responsible-entity-pays” principle in 
addition to the “polluter-pays” principle;

10. Recalls the conclusions of the European Council of 10th and 11th December 
2009 which stipulate that “the European Council emphasises the importance of 
renewing the economic and social contract between financial institutions and the 
society they serve and of ensuring that the public benefits in good times and is 
protected from risk" and that "the European Council encourages the IMF to 
consider the full range of options including insurance fees, resolution funds, 
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contingent capital arrangements and a global financial transaction levy in its 
review”;

11. Underlines that the approach chosen by the European Council is appropriate not 
only in the aftermath of the global financial and economic crisis and with regard 
to the entities which caused this crisis, but equally for the sharing of the colossal 
burden imparted on the global community and developing nations when it 
comes to financing climate change mitigation and adaptation;

12. Demands that the EU and those of its Member States holding individual seats at 
the G20 engage in negotiations with G20 and OECD partners and, more 
generally, within the global financial institutions designed at obtaining an 
agreement on the need for a global levy the product of which will be used 
exclusively for the purposes of combating the worst effects of climate change;

13. Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council of 
Ministers, the European Parliament, the European Commission, the EU Council 
Presidency and the African Union.


