
DR\826721EN.doc AP100.655/A/REV2

EN EN

ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
Committee on Political Affairs

29.07.2010

DRAFT REPORT
on Free and Independent Media 

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Jean Rodolphe Joazile (Haiti) and Mr Rainer 
Wieland

PART A: DRAFT MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION



AP100.655/A/Rev2 2/7 DR\826721EN.doc

CONTENTS

Page

PROCEDURAL PAGE ............................................................................................. 3

MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION ............................................................................. 4

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT (Published separately)



DR\826721EN.doc 3/7 AP100.655/A/Rev2

EN

PROCEDURAL PAGE

At its meeting of 5 April 2009, the Bureau of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly authorised its Committee on Political Affairs to draw up a report, pursuant 
to Rule 2 (8) of its Rules of Procedure, on Free and Independent Media.

At its meeting of 28 November, 2009, the Committee on Political Affairs appointed 
Mr Joazile (Haiti) and Mr Wieland as co-rapporteurs.

The Committee on Political Affairs considered the draft report at its meeting of 27 
January and 27 March 2010.

At the meeting of ...................... it adopted the accompanying draft motion for a 
resolution (.....)

The following were present for the vote: ................

The resolution was tabled for adoption on ....................
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

on Free and independent media

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,

- meeting in Tenerife (Spain) from 29 March - 1 April 2010,

- having regard to Article 17(1) of its Rules of Procedure, 

- having regard to the UN Universal Declaration on Human Rights, in particular 
Article 19 thereof, 

- having regard to the European Charter on Fundamental Rights, in particular 
Article 11 thereof, 

- having regard to the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, in particular Article 9.2 
thereof,

- having regard to the Windhoek Declaration on Promoting an Independent and 
Pluralistic African Press of 3 May 1991,

- having regard to the principles of independent journalism as held up by the global 
voice of journalists, the International Federation of Journalists and its African 
regional organisation, the Federation of African Journalists

- having regard to the Statutes of the World Association of Newspapers, Article 1,

- having regard to annual report of press freedom in 2009 by the Federation of 
African Journalists (FAJ) 

- having regard to the European Parliament awarding of the Sakharov Prize in 2005 
to Reporters Without Borders (RWB),

- having regard to the Annual Reports of RWB, in particular its annual report 2009,

- having regard to the reports of Freedom House, in particular its reports entitled 
"Freedom of the Press 2009" and "Freedom on the Net",

- having regard to European Parliament Resolution 2080 of 2006 on Media and 
Development by Mr Mavrommatis,

- having regard to European Parliament Resolution 2253 of 2007 on concentration 
and pluralism in the media in the European Union by Ms Mikko,

- having regard to the conclusions of the AU-EU Forum on Media and 
Development held in Ouagadougou in September 2008,
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- having regard the report by the Committee on Political Affairs (AP100.655),

A. whereas the concept of a free and independent media is a principal component of 
the fundamental right to freedom of expression laid down in the UN Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights, subsequently endorsed both by the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights and the Cotonou Partnership Agreement,

B. whereas there is overall recognition in global fora such as the International 
Federation of Journalists, World Association of Newspapers, the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, Reporters Without Borders or Freedom House that freedom 
and independence in the media is crucial to the proper functioning of a 
democracy in which basic freedoms are respected and a society in which the 
rights of the individual are given their true value,

C. whereas recent developments have shown that there has been an overall 
regression in terms of freedom of expression in the press, as borne out by reports 
by independent bodies, both in developed and in developing countries,

D. whereas not only do authoritarian regimes limit freedom of the media in order to 
stifle opposition, thereby hampering the proper functioning of a democracy, but 
also that electoral processes and the normal functioning of a society are 
jeopardised by measures which curtail the rights of the opposition or of minorities 
to promote their message in a free and transparent way,

E. whereas there is also a widespread recurrence of criminal elements in society, 
including in more prosperous areas of the world, who stifle any investigative 
journalism, going so far as to murder individuals working in the media who 
attempt to expose their activities,

F. whereas independent bodies have identified a worsening in freedom and 
independence of the media in both EU and ACP countries, 

G. whereas certain EU nations' overall rankings in the area of press freedom and 
independence have fallen, in some cases considerably,

H. whereas there are certain ACP countries where press freedom and independence 
are severely curtailed or even non-existent,  whereas there is also praise for 
certain ACP countries such as Haiti, Guyana and Papua New Guinea for progress 
achieved in improving freedom of the press,

I. whereas the European Commission professes to make granting of assistance 
conditional on the protection of human rights in recipient countries or third 
countries which sign up to trade and cooperation agreements; whereas such 
conditionality is often set aside in the interests of maintaining political or 
commercial dialogue with the countries concerned, despite an often dismal record 
on their respect for human rights,
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1. Deplores the worsening in freedom and independence of the media in the world, 
where authoritarian regimes stifle opposition through serious breaches of human 
rights committed against journalists, media employees or users of the internet, 
going as far as murder or illegal imprisonment;

2. Condemns the often unpunished instances of criminal elements, often in 
organised crime syndicates, who harass, injure or sometimes murder journalists 
for conducting investigations into their activities;

3. Regrets the absence of any effective instrument for enforcing the respect for 
fundamental rights in the application of international trade and cooperation 
agreements;

4. Emphasises that freedom and independence of the media are essential elements 
for the proper functioning of a democratic society, from the holding of free and 
fair elections to the pluralistic freedom of expression for opposition and minority 
interests;

5. Calls for a more explicit reference to freedom and independence of the media in 
international agreements as a prerequisite for proper conditionality to apply when 
such freedom is curtailed;

6. Expresses concern at the fall in rankings for freedom for the press in certain ACP 
nations, but praises Papua New Guinea, Guyana, Ghana, Tanzania, Djibouti, and 
Lesotho for setting a good example of what can be achieved in ACP countries in 
spite of difficult conditions; and states that 10 of the ACP countries are among 
the first 50 positions in the 2009 ranking, but that more than one EU member 
state is outside the top 50;

7. Expresses concern over restrictions in press freedom in candidate countries both 
for accession to the EU and the Cotonou Agreement, and calls for accession to be 
conditional on respect for human rights and, explicitly, respect for freedom of 
expression in the press and other media;

8. Regrets the way in which there is concentration of media in a few multi-national 
companies, which restricts essential pluralism, and the growing risk of freedom of 
expression of journalists employed in them being controlled by corporate 
interests;

9. Calls for the promotion of ethical codes and statutes that protect the editorial 
independence of journalists that promote professional standards by and within the 
journalists' representative organisations;

10. Calls for increased capacity-building and training for journalists in particular in 
ACP countries;

11. Praises the European Commission for its initiatives in the area of freedom and 
independence of the media, and calls on it to promote further the freedom of 
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journalistic expression through its programmes such as the Lorenzo Natali Prize 
and the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights;

12. Praises the work of professional organisations such as the IFJ, EFJ, FAJ IPI or 
WAN, NGOs such as RWB, Freedom House, the Committee to Protect 
Journalists and UNESCO’s International Programme for the Development of 
Communication, in their work in promoting awareness of infringements of press 
freedom worldwide, and calls for their work to be supported and disseminated as 
widely as possible;

13. Welcomes the initiative on the part of the EU and the AU to support  the Pan-
African Media Network and Portal;

14. Calls for the ACP-EU JPA to continue to monitor the freedom and independence 
of the media in its own member states, as well as in its institutional relations at 
regional and international level;

15. Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP and the EU 
Institutions.

Attachment / References: 
"Reporters without Borders" (RWB) ranking of freedom of press 2009 and 2008

2008: http://www.rsf.org/en-classement794-2008.html

2009: http://www.rsf.org/en-classement1003-2009.html


