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Jihad Online

What is Jihad Online?•

How Do People Radicalize Online?•
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What is Jihad Online?

Two Distinct Activities

Instrumental – facilitate acts of terrorism1.

Communicative – build support and gain 2.
publicity
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What is Jihad Online?

Instrumental Uses

Logistics/reconnaissance: email, instant -
message. Esentially normal online behavious\

Training Manuals: how to make bombs, get -
weapons, etc.  Inspire Magazine: “Make a bomb 
in the kitchen of your mom”
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What is Jihad Online?
Communicative Uses

Use of tech to publicise causes, generate support •
and recruit

Way of by-passing mainstream media’s negative •
reporting. Allows groups some control over 
reporting about them.

Forums: saw creation of virtual social environments•
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What is Jihad Online?
Forums
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What is Jihad Online?

Bigger bandwidths began to allow for wide •
dissemination of large audio and video multi-
media.

Web 2.0 (Youtube, Facebook, Wordpress etc) •
opened up yet more possibilities. Allowed 
bigger audience reach
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Radicalisation and the Internet: Roshonara 
Choudhry

Easy access to jihadist ideology
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Radicalisation and the Internet: Roshonara 
Choudhry

Q Sorry, just before we finish, I've just a couple of 
questions that I've got to ask you. When did this 
interest of yours for Islam develop?

A I've always been quite religious and I started to listen to 
Anwar al-Awlaki lectures last year and then I started 
to get really into it and I listened to everything that 
… like all of his recorded lectures that he made and 
that would have been like since November…

Q How did you get introduced to Anwar al-Awlaki?

A He's quite famous and I've started to listen to his stuff.

Q How did you come across him?

A On the internet. (Youtube)

Q Was that from your own research or did someone 
recommend him?

A From my own research but everybody listens to him 
and likes him anyway.

Q Do you go to a regular mosque?

A No ... I just pray at home.

Q I just want to go over a little bit how your thought has 
gone from getting to religion to all of a sudden 
wanting some form of vengeance.

A Because as Muslims we're all brothers and sisters and 
we should all look out for each other and we 
shouldn't sit back and do nothing while others 
suffer. We shouldn't allow the people who oppress 
us to get away with it and to think that they can do 
whatever they want to us and we're just gonna lie 
down and take it.

Q Where did you learn that from?

A From listening to his lectures.
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What is Jihad Online?

The ‘Jihobbyist’

By hosting Jihadist websites, designing propaganda 
posters, editing al-Qaida videos, recording soundtracks, 
… compiling speeches from famous Jihadist shaikhs and 
packaging them into easily downloadable files or writing 
training manuals, these individuals help to form the base 
that keeps the movement afloat.
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How Does it Work?
6 Processes:

Mortality Salience – emotional desensitisation leading to violence1.

Moral Outrage – arouses emotions and can trigger violent action2.

Social Environment – like-minded extremists mutually re-enforce 2.
and normalise ideology and beliefs

Echo Chamber – dissenting voices not seen, extremists voices 2.
amplified

Pressure to fulfill online persona – pain of dissonance between real 2.
and virtual self acts as trigger

Fostering Connections – has replaced real-world meeting points 2.
such as mosques, gyms etc
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