
About ECDPM 
In a world where countries and regions must cooperate to address urgent problems 
– global crisis, climate change, conflict, food security, health and education – we 
help countries in Europe, Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP) build 
effective partnerships that will tackle these and other development challenges.
Economic and political North-South relations are usually biased towards the most 
powerful. We therefore want to reduce the ‘asymmetries’ in policy making 
between the EU and ACP countries. By making the EU-ACP partnership more 
balanced and effective we stimulate developing countries to unleash their full 
potential. We provide support to key development processes in developing regions 
and countries in a long term perspective. By doing so we assist the ACP in 
strengthening their institutions and capacities to develop policies and strategies that 
shape their own futures and provide pathways out of poverty. www.ecdpm.org
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a Swiss national, is the Head of the Programme on Economic and Trade 
Cooperation at the European Centre for Development Policy Management 
(ECDPM), Maastricht and Brussels. With a background in economics and 
international relations (Bachelor in economics from the University of Geneva, 
Master from the Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva), economics 
and international trade (PhD from the University of Birmingham, UK), his 
expertise and publications are in the fields of trade policies and development, 
economic integration, political economy, regulation and trade-related areas. Before 
joining ECDPM, he worked on trade and immigration issues at the University of 
Geneva, on internal market issues at the European Institute of Public 
Administration, and trade and development issues at the Overseas Development 
Institute. His current activities relate mainly to the trade policies, regional 
integration processes and capacity development of the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) countries and the European Union, in the context of the Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs) negotiations and implementation, as well as the 
multilateral (WTO) framework, including aid for trade initiatives. He is the 
founder of www.acp-eu-trade.org, and the author of many publications, as well as 
the founding editor of Trade Negotiations Insights, a monthly magazine by 
ECDPM and ICTSD dedicated to ACP and EU trade-related and development 
matters.
http://www.ecdpm.org/bilal


